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It seems refreshing to have something new for the country to moan about. A few months ago I don't 

think I would have called National Insurance Contributions (NIC) for the self-employed refreshing, but 

now I'll take anything! Especially as it piques my interest being self-employed myself.  Should self-

employed people pay the same NIC equivalent employed earners? I don't know. There appears to be ar-

guments on different sides, one argument is that the self-employed take on more risk. With the way a 

priest's finances work, there is no sick pay. This became a reality when I broke my leg in 2006. I was out 

of action for six weeks. This meant I couldn't celebrate mass. Now I am sure many of you know that 

when a priest celebrates a mass for an intention he receives a stipend. When you book a mass you give 

the priest an offering. Traditionally, this was supposed to 'keep' the priest for the day now it is more of 

kindness, a mark of appreciation. With a broken leg, I was not able to celebrate mass and obviously re-

ceived no stipends.  But my direct debits kept going out! The good thing is that  thankfully a priest’s in-

come does comprise of a number of different income sources. 

 

You may be wondering why I am going on about all this. I guess it may be something you know nothing 

about and actually you might find it interesting, if not sorry! My overall income is made up from mass 

stipends, stipends from Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, the Christmas and Easter Offerings, and a sti-

pend from the Diocese. I also receive my housekeeping money from the parish. It is quite complicated 

and unlike many people who simply get their money deposited in their bank account once a month, I 

deal in cash and cheques and need to make numerous trips to the bank.  What is strange about a priest’s 

income is that we are always guaranteed a minimum income to live on.  All our other income is variable. 

The positive side of this is whilst we may have very little personally we will never go homeless, hungry 

or cold. The negative is that it is very hard to budget as you never know what the next month will bring.  

One of my biggest criticisms of the system is that each priest in the diocese is on a different income; it 

all depends on which parish you are in. Whether that parish has a lot of mass offerings, or weddings etc. 

One argument is that when you are in a busy parish more is demanded of you and, therefore, the greater 

renumeration that that brings. But I know a priest who is very dedicated to his work in school, this re-

ceives no renumeration. Another priest is busy taking funerals, he is paid for that. Both are working hard 

to bring God's love to different people, one is renumerated, the other is not, that is unjust in my opinion.  

No priest chooses to go to a parish, we are asked to go and we gladly accept. But that simple request by 

the Bishop can determine the priest’s level of income for the next six to ten years, something which he 

has no choice over. I believe the system should be levelled out so we all get the same, irrespective of 

where we are sent. 

 

Obviously, finance is not a motivating aspect of the priestly vocation and many priests are very satisfied 

with their financial situations. In my experience and that of others, we never go without anything we 

need and I am very grateful for that.  We never go hungry although at times we may have no money in 

the bank. It is an unusual  way of life. But beautifully it makes us dependant on the goodness of God and 

means you can't take anything for granted. I hope the kerfuffle with NIC gets sorted, it certainly  seems 

to be exciting opinion!                                                                                                            Fr Tom                                                                                                                                                                               

Fr Tom     
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Sick and Housebound: Please pray for Una Cun-

niffe, Ivy Sewell, Maria Wysocka, Isabella King, 

Monica Fletcher, Zygmunt Sawko, Pat Parry, Ne-

dra Paynter and Brendan Woodhouse. 

 

Stations of the Cross:  Every Friday during Lent 

at 11.20am and 6.15pm. 

 

Lent Day By Day:  These booklets are now avail-

able at the back of  Church.  Please do take a copy 

in return for a small donation. 

 

Fr Clem Memorial Mass:  This will take place on 

Tuesday 21st March at the 7pm Mass.   

 

Parish Visits: If you know of someone who lives 

alone or may be housebound and would welcome 

a visit from a Parish Visitor, please contact Linda 

Spong via the Parish Office.  If you know of some-

one who suffers with a mental health condition 

who would welcome a visit please speak to Fr. 

Tom. 

 

Journey in Faith Group:   If you are not Catholic 

but interested to learn more about the Catholic 

faith, Journey in Faith is for you.  We welcome all 

at St Bon’s and would love for you to come to our 

Journey in Faith group on Wednesday evenings 

7.15pm to 9pm  in the Presbytery.   

 

Mentor Me:  Alison Paginton of Mentor Me will 

be coming to talk to any volunteers interested in 

working with ex-offenders on Wednesday 22nd 

March at 7pm in the Dining Room at St Bon’s.  

This is a great opportunity particularly if you were 

unable to come to the Prisoner Charity Fair.  All 

very welcome. 

 

Parish General Meeting;  We invite you all to the 

St Bon’s Parish General Meeting on Sunday 2nd 

April at 11am in the Parish Hall. The meeting is an 

opportunity to get together to update you all on the 

progress of the Business Centre project and get in-

volved in a general discussion around the fi-

nances of the Parish. We look forward to seeing 

you there! 

 

New Parish Website:  We are in the process of 

developing a new St Bon’s Parish website and 

would like to include some photographs of our 

parishioners and the various groups that run here 

at St Bon’s.  If you would be willing to have your 

photo taken for the website, please let the Parish 

Office know.  Thank you. 

 

St Bons Development Fund: Thank you for 

your tremendous support and pledges towards the 

proposed Business Centre.  Your generosity has 

been incredible.  We are not yet over the finishing 

line so if you have not had the opportunity to 

pledge or donate now really is the time so please 

contact the Parish Office. 

 

Car Boot and Wheelbarrow Sale:  Saturday 

25th March 10am to noon in St Bon's car park.  

This event is to raise money for the business cen-

tre development. £5 for cars £3 for wheelbarrows.  

We will be serving drinks and cakes.  Helpers 

will be needed and donations of cakes.  Please 

c o n t a c t  M a r y  M o o r e 

mcmoore@blueyonder.co.uk 07929 399907,  

Hilary Farey hilary@farey.org or Veronica Swann 

veronica.swann@hotmail.co.uk  for a car/barrow 

or to offer help.  

 

Clifton Singers “Light of Light”:  The Clifton 

Singers will be returning to St Bon’s on Sunday 

26th March at 3pm with a programme of contem-

plative music for Lent.  Admission free.  Retiring 

collection in aid of Church funds. 

 

Bristol 10K:  The Great Bristol 10K Run takes 

place on Sunday 7th May around the City Centre 

and the Harbourside.  Angela Parry is keen to en-

ter but would like a St Bon's team to take part 

with her.  Why not take on the challenge and start 

training as part of your Lenten observances and 

collect sponsorship for the St Bon's Development 

fund at the same time?  Further details of the run 

can be found at www.greatrun.org/great-bristol-

10k  or contact Angela on 9423176. 

Children's Liturgy: On those Sundays when the 

children preparing for First Communion have 

their own group at 9.30 Mass, there will be pre-

school/Reception and  Year 1&2 liturgy groups as 

usual, but not an older group.  Children in Year 4 

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration:   
Fr Gary Holmes will be leading a 

mission here at St Bon’s at each 

Mass over the weekend of 18th-

19th March.   This is going to be an 

amazing opportunity to encounter 

God in a different way.  Make sure 

you’re there!  
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& above should stay in church with their families. 

This applies from now through to 2nd April, plus 

7th, 14th & 21st May.  We would also ask that if 

possible parents/carers of children in Year 1 and 

above stay in  Mass during liturgy.  We have a 

lovely and very capable liturgy team who are 

more than happy to care for your children during 

the sessions so please don’t feel you need to stay 

with them. 

 

Pre-School Children’s Liturgy:  We're looking 

for a few more helpers for the pre-school chil-

dren's liturgy.  We take turns leading a short ses-

sion and it would be lovely to add a few more 

names to the rota. I promise it's not too demand-

ing and there are always friendly faces on hand to 

assist!  Please email me if you think you could do 

a session or two and I can explain it all. Thanks, 

Rachel rachel@moffatanderson.com  

 

Children's Liturgy of the Word Saturday 18th 

March:  This is a superb opportunity for CLOW 

teams as well as those who may be interested in or 

new to Children's Liturgy taking place at Alexan-

der House, 160 Pennywell Road, Bristol, from 

10am until 1pm. There is plenty of parking. Re-

freshments will be available from 9.30am.  If you 

would like to register for this formation session or 

you need further details, please contact Fr Chris-

t o p h e r  W h i t e h e a d  a t 

adult.education@cliftondiocese.com. 

 

CAFOD Lent Fast Day Friday 10th March 

2017:  Florence is a hard-working mother who 

was only just making enough to feed her family.  

However, CAFOD’s partner, the Sisters of the Sa-

cred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, recognised how 

determined Florence was to stand on her own two 

feet and so they gave her 500 tiny fish, tools and 

training to build a pond and farm fish. By selling 

some of the fish at market, Florence was able to 

give her children a future – she was able to send 

them to school.  Please support this Lent Fast Day 

to ensure more people like Florence can turn tiny 

fish into something amazing.   Collection enve-

lopes are at the back of Church. 

CAFOD Event—Laudato Si and developing a 

CAFOD Live Simply Group in our Parish: 

There are two dates to choose from: this Sunday 

12th March in the St Bon’s Presbytery Dining 

Room after the 9.30am Mass or Wednesday 15th 

March 6-8pm with light refreshments, in the CA-

FOD Volunteer Centre, also here at  St Bon’s.  

Booking is essential – contact Liz on ebald-

win@cafod.org.uk or 01179 428 328.   

 

Scout Leader Wanted:  The very successful 1st 

Bishopston Scout Group which is affiliated to St 

Bon’s is looking for a new leadership team to run 

a new Scout troop on Monday evenings at the 

Scout Hut.  Any new recruits don’t need any ex-

perience, just a sense of humour and a desire to 

help the young people reach their full potential.  

All training will be given and support from the es-

tablished leadership team. Please contact Kate  for 

more information on 9248395 or email 

kate.s.mcgrath@blueyonder.co.uk. 

 

1
st
 Bishopston Scouts Bristol Post Competition: 

Please can you collect the tokens which are being 

printed until  20th March and leave them in an en-

velope marked FAO Kate McGrath at the back of 

Church or at the School Office. 

 

Little Sisters of the Poor Fundraising Events at 

St Joseph’s Home, Cotham Hill:  There will be a 

Coffee Morning/Bring & Buy on Saturday 18th 

March from 11.30am.  They are also holding a 

Quiz Night on Friday 31st March.  Teams of 6-8.  

7pm for a 7.30pm start. 

 

Red Missio Box Holders:  The Spring 'Mission 

Today' magazine is now able for collection from 

the table in the Church Porch. 

 

200 Club:  Congratulations to the winners of the 

March draw: £60 Mr J Madden 8, £25 Paula 

Slaney 148 and £15 Michael Hanley 53. 

 

Newsletter Items: Please can you ensure that any 

items are emailed to the Parish Office by Wednes-

day 12pm to ensure that they are included in that 

weekend’s newsletter.   Many thanks. 

  

Finance and Fabric:  Many thanks! 

w/e 5th March: TBC 

Plus £750 Standing Order each week    
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Vocation Matters 

Written by Fr Matt Anscombe, our 

Diocesan Vocations Director, these 

reflections will help us to be con-

stantly reminded that God chooses 

each one of us in Christ, and that 

we are called to discover his plan for ourselves in 

the midst of the Church. 

“Jesus… led them up a high mountain 

where they could be alone.” (Matthew 17:1) 

“Alone with none but thee, my God, I journey 

on my way. What need I fear when thou art 

near, O King of night and day?” Those words 

are attributed to St Columba from the 6th cen-

tury. In Lent, hopefully we have the opportu-

nity to spend time alone with God. Being 

comfortable with solitude is beneficial when 

we want to follow Jesus more closely. If we 

are to be transfigured slowly into the people 

God is calling us to be, then being with God 

in silence and quiet is a great place to start. 

Give it a go! 

Liturgy Schedule  

Second Sunday of Lent (A) 

 

Sunday 12th March – Second Sunday of Lent 

9.30am Mass  Pro Pop 

7.00pm Mass  Bernard & Maggie McDonagh and 

Family 

Monday 13th March – Weekday of Lent 

No Mass 

Tuesday 14th March – Weekday of Lent 

7.00pm Mass Margaret & James Neoh 

7.30pm Holy Hour 

Wednesday 15th March – Weekday of Lent 

9.00am Morning Prayer  

9.15am Mass  Jacinta Intentions 

Thursday 16th March – Weekday of Lent  

9.00am Morning Prayer  

9.15am Mass  Tom & Irene Loftus 

Friday 17th March – Feast of St Patrick 

9.00am Morning Prayer  

9.15am Mass Bridie Hearn R.I.P. 

Saturday 18th March – Weekday of Lent 

7.00pm (vigil) Mass Marjorie & Edward Williams 

R.I.P. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:   

Saturday 6.00pm-6.40pm 

Lent Confession Challenge 

 

Tuesday 7.30pm-8.20pm 

Wednesday 9.45am– 10.45am 

Friday 9.45am –10.45am 

Saturday: 6.00pm –6.40pm 

Saint of the Week 

17th March  

St Patrick 
Nearly all we know of St Patrick 

(c.390-461?) comes from his au-

thentic writings.  He was British 

by birth, the son of a town coun-

cillor who was a deacon, while 

his grandfather was a priest. His 

place of birth was somewhere in the west be-

tween the mouth of the Severn and the Clyde. 

Whilst a youth he was captured by Irish pirates 

and reduced to slavery for six years, using this 

time to pray - in contrast to his earlier years in 

Britain when he ‘knew not the true God’. He ei-

ther escaped or was freed and returned to Brit-

ain. He was ordained and later made his way to 

Ireland c.435, working principally in the North, 

setting up his See at Armagh. From this base he 

made missionary journeys. Patrick’s writings 

show a sincere simplicity and deep pastoral care, 

devoted to abolishing paganism, idolatry and sun 

worship. 


