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Welcome to our new newsletter bringing you Sunday's news on Friday!

A Message from Fr Tom
 
Since I was a teenager I have had a concern for the environment. I used to hang out with a hippyish (not
hippish) bunch of people who campaigned for the Green Party and went on road protests. I remember going
to the protest to disrupt the building of the Twyford Down bypass on the M3.  Security vehicles were
overturned and I was caught on camera and appeared on a televised documentary about it! I love the idea
of organic, for me organic means more connected to the natural order given up by God. I despise the
industrial production of food and despise how bad food is easily affordable but good honest naturally
produced food is often so expensive it is unviable for many people. Why should something that takes less to
produce cost more, it’s crazy. But my environmentalism is very like me, very postmodern- it is
fundamentally inconsistent.
 
I love organic but think nothing of charging my iPad every day, giving no thought to how much pollution has
gone into providing that energy. The fact that that energy has come from an industrial process doesn’t
bother me at all. It does but it doesn’t.  Like all of us I am caught in the great paradox of our time. I am a
willing beneficiary of the technological system we are dependent upon for the lives we live but yearn
romantically for a cleaner safer world. I might want to keep warm in winter and burn lots of fuel to do so but
at the same time criticise government policy over green issues wanting them to do more. We live in a
complex situation and it is a luxury that many millions in our world are not afforded.
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The fact we have dozens of quality supermarkets to shop in, all with the food we want on the shelves is a
profound luxury. We have a choice whether we buy organic or not. Millions in the world, if they have food,
are grateful just to have it. They are not concerned how it is farmed or whether it is local they are grateful to
just have food.  We are so removed from their reality that it is almost impossible to empathise with their
situation.
 
For many of us environmentalism is doing our bit, but we are able to do it because we live in a developed
nation.  An irony of our times is that the lives we enjoy are built on a polluting past. We are now saying that
all countries should cut emissions but we are privileged enough to develop greener technologies. Another
luxury we have is that we can then sell them to a world which is trying to benefit from the same systems we
enjoyed forty years ago. Again it is a paradox of our environmentalism. It seems as Christians we have an
obligation not simply to be environmentally conscious because it is a luxury we can afford but to be
economically generous to try in some small way to even up the playing field. As we recognise our obligation
to make the world a cleaner and safer place let us consider going the extra mile economically to help others
to benefit from the privileges and technology we enjoy.

Fr Tom

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration

The launch of Adoration in our Parish has been  hugely successful. Here one of our Adorers
shares their uplifting spiritual experience:
 
I really love Adoration!
 
I look forward to my hour on Mondays. As a lukewarm cradle Catholic and as a 70’s child
growing up in an isolated area of Zimbabwe, I was not brought up in a Catholic community
and was not introduced to all our faith has to offer, just Sunday Mass. I heard my Mother
talk about Adoration and Benediction, she nostalgically reminisced about her Catholic
childhood in England, I remember wanting to experience it. I always had an interest and love
of our faith, but it wasn’t until 2 years ago after experiencing a Divine Mercy celebration at
St Bon’s that I really began to explore my faith. Within your lovely church, I experienced a
renewal of faith. I loved especially the periods of adoration, the silence, and the time to talk
to Jesus and ask for his help.
 
I had not expected my husband to tick the box on the form calling for helpers and adorers
when we were about to start Perpetual Adoration. He at first was nervous about a weekly
commitment in the midst of an already crazy schedule, but the realisation has hit him that
he is being given a special opportunity to spend an uninterrupted hour with Jesus. He



remarks to me that he feels calmer and more prepared for the usual stresses of running his
own business. He thought an hour was a very long time to commit but as he says he no
longer notices, it is just precious time in prayer. He describes one evening when he was just
so exhausted after a particularly busy day that he just sat there and appreciated the hour
for the comfort and reassurance it brought. God has spoken to him through the silence.
 
At Adoration, I meet and witness devout Adorers who I recognise each week, they continue
to inspire me, but once I witnessed something very beautiful. During the day as I was about
to leave a young man came marching up the aisle with a great deal of purpose. I held my
breath, I thought, ok Father has workmen here, his appearance made me think he maybe
one of them. Maybe he’s looking for Father Tom? Someone ought to warn him, it is not an
appropriate time to enter the church… and you can’t walk through the church like that…and
oh oh you can’t go up to the altar… I looked on with horror…then he fell to his knees at the
top step of the alter close to our Lord, he threw out his arms outstretched and stayed there
for about 5 minutes and then walked just as purposely out to continue his day day, leaving
me bewildered and very moved … that uninhibited openness to God’s mercy will stay with
me forever, I have a lot to learn. I thanked God for that humility I experienced.

“The Power of God is elusive and inaccessible. But the person who prays knows that God
hears him in the same way that he understood the last words of Christ on the Cross.
Mankind speaks, and God responds by his silence”  - Cardinal Sarah “The Power of Silence”

Adoration starts each Monday at 10am after Mass and continues in hourly intervals until
midnight on Tuesday.  If you would be interested in getting involved, please contact the
Parish Office.

Upcoming Events
Saturday 14th October 2-4pm
St Bon’s Car Boot & Wheelbarrow Sale, St Bon’s Car Park
 
Friday 17th November 7pm
St Bon’s Quiz Night, Parish Hall
 
Sunday 26th November 12pm
New Parishioners Lunch, Parish Hall
  
Sunday 3rd December after 9.30am Mass
Volunteers Thank You Party, Parish Hall
Sunday 10th December 12pm
Senior Citizens Anointing the Sick Mass and Christmas Party, Church
& Parish Hall

News and Events
October Month of our Lady:  The Rosary will be said every week day after Mass in
October.
 
Parish Visits: If you know of someone who lives alone or may be housebound and would
welcome a visit from a Parish Visitor, please contact Linda Spong via the Parish Office.  If
you know of someone who suffers with a mental health condition who would welcome a visit
please speak to Fr. Tom.
 



Welfare Group Meeting—Wednesday 11th October 11am Parish Dining Room:
Prayers are said for those who have died since our last meeting and for their bereaved
relatives and friends as well as for the sick and housebound. If you are new to St. Bon's you
might like to know that in addition to arranging Home Visits to those people who welcome
the chance to catch up on "Parish News" we also co-ordinate a team of Extraordinary
Ministers of Communion to take Holy Communion to the sick.
Car Boot & Wheelbarrow Sale:  The next sale will be on Saturday 14th October 2-4pm  in St
Bon's car park.  It costs just £5 for cars £3 for wheelbarrows to have a pitch - you keep all
the takings!  We will be serving tea, coffee and cakes. Helpers will be needed and donations
of cakes. Please contact Mary Moore mcmoore@blueyonder.co.uk, 07929 399907, Veronica
Swann veronica.swann@hotmail.co.uk or Hilary Farey hilary@farey.org for a car/barrow pitch
or to offer help.
 
Volunteers Thank You Party:  There will be a bring & share brunch after Mass on Sunday
3rd December for all who volunteer at St Bon’s and their families.  Please do come along
and if you can help please contact Neta Roylance-Smith: email:
neta_pourhosseini@hotmail.com or  call 07980175565.
 
Year of Mission:  Bishop Declan invites you all on  Wednesday 29 th November 7pm to
gather in the Cathedral for a celebration of Evening Prayer, launching our Diocese into a
Year of Mission.
 
200 Club: Thank you to all parishioners who have supported the 200 Club this year.  Profits
raised from the club go to our parish HCPT group, enabling children with special needs to
visit Lourdes at Easter.  Membership now needs to be renewed.  Representatives from the
club will be at all Masses this weekend and next weekend to collect subscriptions.  Its £24
per year.  Cheques should be made payable to St Bonaventures 200 Club please. 
Alternatively, please leave your cheque in an envelope in the Presbytery, clearly marked
FAO Angela Parry (200 Club).  New members welcome!
 
Collection Box Holders:  The old £1 coin is only legal tender until 15th October so please
hand in your collection boxes or anything else you may have with old £1 coins before then
please.
 
Praying the Rosary: The monthly Parish Rosary Revival Prayer Group will meet on
Tuesday October 3rd at 2pm in the Dining Room in St Bon's Presbytery. We will pray and
discuss the rosary and have a cup of tea. Contact Chris Searle 07771161259.   All welcome. 
Prayer requests most welcome.
 
St Bon’s Primary school needs you!:  Budgeting constraints are affecting many schools
across the UK, including ours. We would therefore really appreciate any voluntary help that
local people might be able to offer us. We would particularly love to hear from those in our
community who have been teachers in the past or who have other skills that might benefit
our children.  We particularly need help in the following areas, but if you would like to offer
other skills or time, please do let us know:  reading buddies (this can be from as little as 30
minutes per week); support supervising games on the playground at lunchtime; Gardening
club; support in class.  If you would like to get in touch, please contact the school office on
0117 353 2830 or email us at st.bonaventures.p@bristol-schools.uk.
 
Starting School: Parents of children born between 1st September 2013 and 31st August
2014 must apply now for a school place for September 2018 onwards. Application forms are
available from Bristol City Council or you can apply online. You must apply by 15th January
2018. For St Bonaventure’s Primary School Catholic children you must also provide a copy of
the baptism certificate to the School.
 
Mentor Me Training:  Mentor Me supports ex-offenders and  is looking for volunteers who,
driven by their faith, can help offer the unique services of friendship, hospitality,
encouragement, support, care and a patient listening ear to those leaving prison or who
have already done so and who wish to make positive changes to their lives.  Are you
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interested?  Training with a view to becoming a mentor is taking place on the following
dates:
Saturday 30th September 9.30 am to 3 pm
Tuesdays 3rd, 10th & 17th October
6.45 pm for start @ 7.00 pm ending @ 9.30 pm
(all sessions must be attended)
St Agnes Church, Thomas Street, Bristol. BS2 9LL. To book a place email:
alison@mentormeuk.org 0117 403 7905.
 
CAFOD school volunteers needed:  Could you spare some time to volunteer with CAFOD
and help children and young people learn about global poverty, and motivate them to take
action? We are looking for volunteers to cover the Gloucester/Cheltenham and
Salisbury/Yeovil areas to visit Catholic schools and parish groups. For further information
please contact Liz Baldwin at CAFOD Clifton on 01179 428 328 or  email
clifton@cafod.org.uk
 
Little Hearts Toddler Group:  Little Hearts runs every Wednesday morning during term
time from 10am – 11.45am in the Newman Hall, Westbury on Trym. We are a very friendly
group with lots of toys to keep young and old amused and provide home-made cake as well
as tea, coffee, biscuits and fruit for the little ones. Just £1 per family – please come along
and say hello!
 
Arise Bristol Sunday 8th October 2-7pm St Patrick’s Church:  Further details can be
found on the noticeboard in the Church porch.
 
“Romero—Heartbeat of El Salvador—The Play”: Rise Theatre will be performing this
play about a great modern martyr, who courageously spoke truth to power and defended
the poor of his land at the cost of his own life, at St Nicholas of Tolentino Church (Lawford’s
Gate, Bristol BS5 0RE) on Thursday 19th October at 7.30pm. Suitable for children 11+.
Tickets £10.00 (family tickets £25.00). Please contact Margaret Ulloa (07533880523) or via
www.ticketsource.co.uk/risetheatre . Free parking in church car park accessed on Pennywell
Road.
 
1st Bishopston Scouts Beer Festival  - Saturday 7th October 7.30pm-11pm @ St
Michael’s & All Angels Church:  A poster with further details is at the back of Church
including how to buy tickets.  Last year’s festival was a great success so please do try and
get your tickets in advance.  It’s sure to be a great night!

Mass Times
Sunday 1st October - 26th Sunday in O.T

9.30am Mass Mary Cannon R.I.P. 
7.00pm Mass Pro Pop

Monday 2nd October - Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels
9.00am Morning Prayer

9.15am Mass Christian Orlando (sick)

Tuesday 3rd October - Weekday in Ordinary Time
9.00am Morning Prayer

9.15am Mass

Wednesday 4th October - Memorial of St Francis of Assisi
9.00am Morning Prayer
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9.15am Mass 
9.45am Holy Hour

1.00pm Funeral of Dante Fiebig

Thursday 5th October - Weekday in Ordinary Time
No Morning prayer or Mass

Friday 6th October - Feria - Weekday in Ordinary Time
7.00pm Mass

7.30pm - 8.30pm Holy Hour

Saturday 7th October - Feria - Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary
7.00pm Mass (Vigil) Howard Booth R.I.P.

Confession
Saturday 6.00pm - 6.40pm

Eucharistic Exposition

Monday 10.00am - Wednesday 12.00am

Wednesday 9.45am - 10.45am

Friday 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Saturday 6.00pm - 6.40pm

Please pray for: Una Cunniffe, Ivy Sewell, Peter Sewell, Martin Sewell, Maria Wysocka,
Monica Fletcher, Zygmunt Sawko, Pat Parry, Roger Paynter, Nedra Paynter, Margaret Rogers,

Celia Dolan, June Krysta, Sheelagh Gaines, Bernard Seward and Anita Bridges.
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