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St Bon's eNewsletter
 
3rd November 2017
 
Welcome to our newsletter bringing you Sunday's news on Friday!

A Message from Fr Tom

Last week after Mass, someone confessed that they were falling in love with Bristol.  Not much of a
confession you might think but I said I had to agree with them.  What’s not to love, Bristol is a wonderful
place.  It has a happy atmosphere, a very relaxed feel (except when driving on Berkeley Road), beautiful
pastel skies, really nice people, great shops, interesting start-ups the list goes on. To be honest, when I say I
love Bristol I probably mean Bishopston, and probably even more specifically St Bon’s.  But and there is a
but.
 
Wherever I live I like to learn a bit about its history, I always find it helpful to get a feel for where I am.  Since
I have been in Bristol I haven’t bothered, I have been quite occupied!  The other week I read a story in the
national press about a small protest outside St Mary Redcliffe Church.  The protest was connected to the
legacy of Edward Colston.  I have heard bits of protests about Colston since I have been here but assumed it
was a few people making a meal about something in the past that we can’t change.  Filled with curiosity
about what all the fuss was about, I decided to turn to “auntie google” to find out more.
 
That is where the but comes in.  I felt overwhelmed with emotion when I read about the history of slavery in
Bristol.  I felt sad and disappointed that this country has this stain on its history and that our beautiful city
has this evil in its past.  And that is what the slave trade was, an unconscionable evil.  I get the argument
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that norms and values were different in the past and that it can be very hard to judge one era in history or
time by our values and mores.  But what our ancestors did is stomach churning.  It is estimated that about
three and a half million slaves were traded through the U.K. in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.  Of
those three million slaves about five hundred thousand were traded through Bristol.  I don’t know if I can
ever view the Avon Gorge the same way again knowing it was used to transport hundreds of thousands of
people who were sold, dehumanised and enchained for the profit of others.  Yet like many, I have to accept
that that is in the past.  But slavery has not gone away, it is still a reality in this country and in Bristol.
 
While we cannot change the past we can do something now to combat the evil of Modern Day Slavery
(MDS), which takes place in plain sight, under our noses.  The difficulty with MDS is that it is hard to pin
down and define, it can happen in many ways to many different types of people.  It can affect strong looking
men, forced into labour, because their families are threatened to coerce  them, to young girls held in
captivity used a slaves for sexual exploitation.  The stories are harrowing and while there are charities which
do amazing work combating MDS there is so much more to be done.  Why not come along to the film
presentation on Tuesday at 7.00pm in the Presbytery to find out more about MDS and also to see what we
can do help combat slavery in our midst in Bristol today.

Fr Tom

Saint of the Week

St Martin of Tours
Born in 316, Martin began as a soldier, but then received baptism at the age of 18 and later founded a
monastery in France under the direction of Saint Hilary. He was later chosen as Bishop of Tours. Once,
while on horseback in Amiens in Gaul (modern France), he encountered a beggar. Having nothing to
give but the clothes on his back, Martin cut his heavy officer‘s cloak in half and gave it to the beggar.
Later he had a vision of Christ wearing the cloak. He died in 397, and was honoured as a saint - one of
the first non-martyrs so to be honoured.

Upcoming Events

Tuesday 7th November 7pm
Modern Day Slavery Presentation, Presbytery Dining Room
 
Friday 17th November 7.30pm (Quiz starts at 8pm)
St Bon’s Community Quiz Night, St Bon's School Hall (not the Parish
Hall - please note the venue and new time)
 



Sunday 26th November 12pm
Parishioners Lunch, Parish Hall
  
Sunday 3rd December after 9.30am Mass
Volunteers Thank You Party, Parish Hall
Sunday 10th December 2pm (not 12pm)
Senior Citizens Anointing the Sick Mass and Christmas Social, Church
& Presbytery
Saturday 16th December 3pm
Christmas Nativity, Church & Presbytery

News and Events
 
November Month of all Souls: As we enter the November month of All Souls we remember especially all those who
have died during the past year. There will be those loved ones who were very much a part of our community when
they were alive - but also those friends and relatives whom we hold dearly in our hearts whose lives we also wish to
commemorate. Do come along and join us for the Remembrance Mass on Friday 10th November at 7pm.  All are
welcome.  The Book of Remembrance will be available at weekends for you to enter the names of those whom you
wish to record there. The Annual Blessing of the Parish Cemetery  will take place after 9.15 Mass on Tuesday 28th
November.
 
Baby Corner: We now have a baby corner next to the font. This area is for toddlers ages 0-2 years accompanied by
their parents. We hope it will be a little sign of how much we value and welcome the youngest members of our Parish
community to mass. Thank you to Rachel and Niels Moffat for organising it.

Modern Day Slavery: Pope Francis has made the worldwide eradication of modern slavery a priority in his papacy.
Evidence suggests the majority  of us come into contact with Modern Day Slavery but because of the nature of the
crime we will not recognise it; it is hidden in plain sight.  At St Bon's we would like to establish a group which will
stimulate both a church and a community response to Modern Slavery in order to pray for the victims, raise awareness
of the issue, support those freed from captivity and to safeguard the vulnerable.  Please join our initial meeting on
Tuesday  7th November 7pm in the Presbytery Dining Room. We will be joined by the charity 'Unchosen' who will show
a selection of short films highlighting different aspects of Modern Slavery followed by consideration of what part St
Bon's could play.
 
Prisoner Gift Project:  We need at least six volunteers to help with packing the gift bags for the Sixty One Project. 
This is a fantastic project which enables prisoners to receive a gift bag at Christmas.  St Bon's has agreed to pack 135
bags.  If you would like to take part and you are free between 3-5pm on the afternoon of Saturday 18 November please
could you either e-mail bristol.stbonaventure@parish.cliftondiocese.com and provide your name and telephone
number or complete the sign up sheet at the back of Church.  Each of the packs costs around £5 and we have been
asked as a Parish to contribute towards the cost of them.  There will be a second collection on the 18th and 19th
November which will be put towards this.
 
First Holy Communion (FHC) Programme:  Parents/carers of children who would like to take their First Holy
Communion next year are invited to a meeting on Sunday 19th November 2017 at 11am in the Parish Hall to learn
more about the programme and register your interest.  Please be aware that as part of your commitment to placing
your child in our FHC programme, we expect you to take them to weekly Sunday mass and to each FHC session.   We
know that time is a precious commodity so to make things easier we are going to run the programme on a Sunday
morning after Mass so that you only need to commit to coming to Church on one day of your weekend.  The classes will
begin in early 2018 and will run from 11am-12pm on Sundays during term time after the 9.30am Mass.
 
St Bon’s Community Quiz @ St Bon’s School Hall Friday 17th November 7.30pm (Quiz starting at 8pm):  
Tickets are selling out fast!  Please contact the Parish Office if you’d like tickets—£10 per team (maximum of 6 people
per team) —to avoid disappointment as they will not be on sale at the door.
 
Parishioners Lunch Sunday 26th November 12 Noon Parish Hall:  This event is particularly to welcome
newcomers to the Parish, but is an opportunity for everyone to get together and share food  and conversation. Food
and drink will be provided and children are very welcome too - there will be a play area for them.  Please put the date
in your diary now—we look forward to seeing you there!
 



Volunteers Thank You Party:  There will be a bring & share brunch after Mass on Sunday 3rd December for all who
volunteer at St Bon’s and their families.  Please do come along and if you can help please contact Neta Roylance-
Smith: email: neta_pourhosseini@hotmail.com or  call 07980175565.
 
Praying the Rosary: The monthly Parish Rosary Revival Prayer Group will meet on Tuesday 7th November at 2pm in
the Dining Room in St Bon's Presbytery.  We will pray and discuss the rosary and have a cup of tea. Contact Chris
Searle 07771161259. All welcome. Prayer requests most welcome.
 
Remembrance Day Cake Sale:  St Bon's Brownies will be having a cake sale in the Parish Hall after the 9.30 Mass on
Remembrance Day 12th November.  Donations of cakes gratefully received.  All proceeds will go to the HCPT group
who will be taking children with special needs to Lourdes at Easter.
 
Community Fund Award:  St Bon's Brownies have been shortlisted for an Aviva Community Fund award.  Anyone
who lives in the UK and registers on the Aviva Community Fund website can vote for projects between 24th October
and 21st November.   Angela Parry (the Brownie leader) has said she will make donations to our Parish building fund
and HCPT Group 176 if they get enough votes and win the award.   So, please, please, please get voting and ask your
friends/family to vote too:  https://www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/voting/project/view/17-5622.  Thank you for your
support.
 
Red Missio Box Holders:  £464.32 was collected during October. Thank you very much for your wonderful generosity
- it is much appreciated.  "Mission Today" 2018 calendars are now available to collect from the back of Church. 
 
HCPT Quiz Night:  HCPT are holding a quiz night on Saturday 11th November in St Teresa's Social Centre (Gloucester
Road North).  Refreshments will be on sale and there will be games for all the family.  All are welcome to join the fun
from 7.30pm onwards.
 
Starting School: Parents of children born between 1st September 2013 and 31st August 2014 must apply now for a
school place for September 2018 onwards. Application forms are available from Bristol City Council or you can apply
online. You must apply by 15th January 2018. For St Bonaventure’s Primary School Catholic children you must also
provide a copy of the baptism certificate to the School.
 
CAFOD Mass of Remembrance: The 7.30pm Mass on Wednesday 8th November 2017 at Our Lady of Perpetual
Succour, Cheltenham Road East, Churchdown, Gloucester GL3 1HU will remember and hold in prayer all deceased
CAFOD supporters from our Diocese and celebrate their lives, faith and compassion. Everybody is welcome to attend. If
you would like to remember a loved one (even if you cannot attend the Mass), please send their names to
clifton@cafod.org.uk or 'phone the CAFOD office on 0117 942 8328 by 6th November and they will be included in the
Book of Remembrance. There will be Rosary and Exposition before the Mass at 6.30pm which everyone is also most
welcome to attend.
 
CAFOD: Learn about how CAFOD receives its funding and how the money is spent at the CAFOD Clifton Roadshow
Saturday 18th November - Holy Family Church Patchway BS34 5DP; 2pm. In addition listen to guest speaker Nikki
Evans and the update from Harvest Fast Day 2016 Altiplano Bolivia. Enjoy food and drink and take part in a unique
CAFOD social following the presentations. To book, contact Liz Baldwin at the CAFOD Clifton Volunteer Centre at
clifton@cafod.org.uk or call 0117 942 8328.
 
Something to Say? : Young People aged 11+ and Young Adults are invited to St Brendan’s Catholic Sixth Form
College, Bristol. BS4 5RQ on Saturday 25th November 10.30am-3pm for our Diocesan gathering to celebrate National
Youth Sunday. Great workshops, praise and worship, the opportunity to tell us what you think and be commissioned to
be young disciples in our parishes. Book your place via e-mail: youth@cliftondiocese.com 

Mass Times
Sunday 5th November - 31st Sunday in O.T
9.30am Mass Salvatore Ruffino R.I.P
7.00am Mass Pro Pop

Monday 6th November - Weekday in O.T
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Kevin Spong R.I.P.
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Tuesday 7th November - Weekday in O.T
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Rosina & Alfred Wood

Wednesday 8th November - Weekday in O.T.
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Nick Heron R.I.P.
9.45am Holy Hour

Thursday 9th November - Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
No Mass

Friday 10th November - Memorial of St Leo the Great
7.00pm Mass Mass Intention for Deceased Parishioners
7.30pm - 8.30pm Holy Hour

Saturday 11th November - Memorial of St Martin of Tours
7.00pm Mass (Vigil) Teresa & Cliff Hinchey R.I.P.

Confession
Saturday 6.00pm - 6.40pm

Eucharistic Exposition

Monday 10.00am - Wednesday 12.00am

Wednesday 9.45am - 10.45am

Friday 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Saturday 6.00pm - 6.40pm

Please Pray For: Anita Bridges, Christopher Browne, Una Cunniffe, Celia
Dolan, Monica Fletcher, Sheelagh Gaines, June Krysta, Pat Parry, Nedra Paynter, Roger
Paynter, Margaret Rogers, Zygmunt Sawko, Bernard Seward, Ivy Sewell, Martin Sewell, Peter
Sewell and  Maria Wysocka.
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