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St Bon's eNewsletter
2nd March 2018

Welcome to our newsletter bringing you Sunday's news on Friday!

A Message from Fr Tom

Bless the Lord ice and cold;
sing praise to him and highly exult him for ever,

Bless the Lord frosts and snows;
sing praise to him and highly exult him for ever.  Dan 3:71-72

 
This verse is from the Book of Daniel Ch 3:52-90. It is knows as  the canticle of creation or the Benedictus (which means
blessing). It is a hymn of blessing praising God for all the wonders of his creation. Snow can be so exciting! Our car park
has been full of families and children seeking somewhere to slide their sledges.  On Thursday night, Gloucester Road
looked wonderful, everything looks amazing. I actually didn’t sleep properly on Wednesday night as I was excited about the
snow.  Snow seems to have become a rarity for us in the U.K. but for many in Europe and North America it is a way of life
for many months of the year. If respected, it can be amazing and tremendous fun as the Winter Olympics have shown.
Snow and cold can be a great gift and joy; they are a wonderful part of God’s creation which we can enjoy for these few
days.
 
However, I do wonder what the Russians or Canadians would make of us at the moment.  Like many of you, I am sure, I
have been glued to the news to see what the snow has been doing and how it is disrupting life. At times I have been
appalled at how feeble we seem. This was typified by the comments from the man from Munich interviewed at Bristol Airport
on Thursday morning after his flight had been cancelled. He said how in Munich they have more snow and stronger winds
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and their aircraft take off ok. Also, how many more times will the frozen canal in Somerset appear as a news story! It seems
that we just can’t cope. Paddington station closed on Thursday morning, causing chaos across the network,  because snow
blew onto the platforms and made them slippery. It seems that the smallest of things can challenge our normal way of life to
the point that we can’t operate. We are not longer equipped for really cold weather.
 
But at the same time there have been some really moving stories of NHS and other medical staff walking miles to get to
work, stories of hospitals operating well and stories of bus drivers going out of their way, getting home late, to get people
home. There have also been some sad and distressing news items like the people stranded on a train overnight because it
lost power or people stuck in cars overnight, the homeless out in these life threatening conditions. Maybe because the news
seems to ham up conditions at times it seems people decided to ignore travel advice. This might point to a
disconnectedness from the natural world around us. Surrounded as we are by technology all the time, we forget the power
of the elements and snow and ice in particular. Maybe if we had more weather like this we would be better able to cope with
it and respect it more. That said it does make for a bit of excitement—although It looks like it all may have all thawed by the
time some of you read this!
 
If you can spare five minutes why not take a few moments to enjoy the Canticle of Creation from the book of Daniel. You
can just put into your search engine: ‘Daniel 3:52-90’, and join the author of this ancient poem in praising God for all his
works, especially the snow!

Fr Tom

Saint of the Week

St Frances of Rome

Frances (1384-1440) was born in Rome of a wealthy but pious family. She devoted her time to relieving the distress of
the poor of Rome. After the death of her husband, she entered a community of devout women she had founded under
the Rule of St Benedict becoming its superior for the remaining four years of her life. She was canonised by Paul V in
1608. Various revelations and strange illnesses are recorded of this gentle saint, the most famous of which was said to
be her continuous vision for several years of her guardian angel. Possibly, for this reason she was named patron of
motorists by Pius XI.

Year of Mission



Third Sunday in Lent

During this Year of Mission, Fr Christopher from the Diocese’s Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation
shares these thoughts with us:

Have you picked up on that theme of “Covenant” this year through our Lenten journey? From Noah to Abraham and
now with Moses and the People of Israel on Mount Sinai, God reaches out to his people in a desire to come close to
them and draw them into his love. The Commandments were to shape the way God’s people lived their lives. This was
the way of living that marked them out as God’s people and as distinct from other nations. And these are God’s words,
not the words of Moses. It is God who speaks relationship to his people and we come to the understanding that it is
God who inscribes these words on the two tablets of stone… and maybe it is important that we hold that image of
stone and the covenant in our minds for a week or two until we come to Jeremiah! God seeks to inscribe his love
within us for God seeks to come close to us this Lent because he loves us. As God shaped the People of Israel to
become his people so he shapes and fashions us in Lent to radiate more perfectly his image and likeness. We grow in
his likeness when we live as he calls us to live – in love with him and living in love of our neighbour, too.

News and Events
R.I.P.: Please pray for the repose of the soul of  Una Cunniffe, who has died recently.  Una's funeral will be here at St Bon's on
Wednesday 7th March at 10am.  We would also ask you to pray for Mary Bullock’s husband, John, who has passed away. John's
funeral will be at Canford Crematorium on Friday 16th March at 2.15pm. There will be a gathering at the Wellington pub on Gloucester
Road afterwards.  All welcome.
 
Stations of the Cross:  Every Friday during Lent at 11.30am and 6.15pm.
 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration: A few gaps have arisen in our Eucharistic Adoration programme. These are on a Tuesday afternoon
12.00 noon-1pm and 3pm-4pm. Please could you help by volunteering to sit in the presence of the Holy Eucharist for just one hour? 
We guarantee this experience will greatly improve your prayer life and bring you closer to God's wonderful existence within our lives.
You may never experience this unless you actually give it a try!   Please contact one of the Adoration leaders if you can help.  Thanking
you in anticipation.
 
Church Flowers:  This is an urgent appeal for volunteers to help our flower group.   It is not a huge commitment and you will be working
as part of a team.  Please contact the Parish Office if you can offer your help.
 
Mass Times: As most of you will be aware, Fr Tom would like to ask your opinion as to whether you would like to see a different time
for the weekend Masses. The questionnaire is  available at the back of church or you can complete it online via
https://tinyurl.com/stbonmass.  It sets out times for each weekend Mass to enable parishioners to choose a first and second option.   
When completing the questionnaire, please consider not what you are used to but what may be better for our whole community and in
particular to encourage new people to our parish.  To avoid electoral corruption(!) for each response to be accepted you must write your
name on the questionnaire.  It would also be helpful if you put on the questionnaire which Mass you normally attend.  If you have
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already completed a paper questionnaire, thank you and please do not complete the online one as well.  We look forward to hearing
your views.   The deadline is this Sunday 4th March.
 
Business Centre & Development Fund:  Thank you for your tremendous support and pledges.  Please don’t forget to collect your
signed loan certificates from the Counting Room in the Presbytery.  Thank you again for all your support with this project and thank you
to Bristol Spaceworks for their great efforts in finding us occupants for all the offices.
 
Praying the Rosary:  The monthly Parish Rosary Prayer Group will meet on Tuesday 6th March at 2pm in the Dining Room in St
Bonaventure's Presbytery. We will pray and discuss the Rosary and have a cup of tea. Contact Chris Searle 07771161259. All
welcome. Prayer requests most welcome.
 
Lenten Reconciliation:   There will be a Reconciliation here at St Bon’s on the 20th March at 7.30pm. Bishop Declan will also be

leading a Lenten Reconciliation Mass at St Teresa’s on Thursday 22nd March at 7pm.
 
Living with Dementia: Dementia is a devastating  disease and can be  isolating  not only for the person suffering  from this condition
but also their carer.   Coming to Mass  and taking part can become more difficult as thing progress.  If you or a member of your family or
a friend have dementia and would be interested in supporting each other either by just talking, sharing experiences and information or
meeting for coffee then please contact Margaret Crowley on 07562353650 (please note corrected telephone number).
 
Modern Slavery Event:  Following on from the collection of Christmas presents for the women in the Modern Slavery safe house, St
Bon’s would like to provide continued support. In order to get a full picture of what we can do to help, Simone Lord from the Medaille
Trust is visiting us on Sunday 18th March. She will speak at both Masses. We are also organising an afternoon event in the Presbytery
from 5pm-6.30pm on the same day with a much more detailed talk and an opportunity to ask questions and speak with Simone.  Please
could you let the Parish Office know if you wish to come (for numbers). Please bring a friend who might be interested in helping. Those
who do not attend St Bon’s are also welcome to attend.
 
St Bon's Fundraising Charity Gig: Ad Hoc will be playing a gig to raise funds for the Church on Saturday 12th May from 7.30pm until
11.30pm. Tickets £5 on the door. The 4 piece band will play covers from Stevie Wonder to The Jam, including Van Morrison and Bruce
Springsteen etc. Venue is the Church Hall and please feel free to bring your own drinks.
 
St Bon’s Newsletter:  In an effort to reduce the amount of paper we use, we are now printing less copies of the paper newsletter and
encouraging as many to subscribe to the e-Newsletter as possible.  If you have access to the internet, please go to our website
www.stbonsbristol.co.uk and at the bottom of the homepage you can add your email to subscribe.  If you do subscribe already, please
do not take a paper copy as well as these are needed by those without access to the internet. 
 
Clifton Diocese Accounting Officer Vacancy:  Reporting to the Diocesan Financial Administrator, this role is based in the Finance
Office.   at Alexander House, Bristol.  The team is small and friendly, but also very busy.   The key components of this role are purchase
ledger, sales ledger and banking administration.  The role also covers a wide range of other tasks related to maintaining the nominal
ledger and general bookkeeping.  Full-time 35 hours per week.  For further details and an application form visit:
www.cliftondiocese.com/diocese/working-for-us .  Closing date for receipt of applications: Friday 9th March 2018.
 
Missio Red Box Holders:  The Spring 2018  edition of 'Mission Today' is now available to collect from the table in the church porch.

Christians in Science Bristol 2018-19 series on "Our Fragile Planet" Lecture 2:  "Caring for the Atmosphere: Are we breaking the
Rainbow?"  Friday 16 March, 7.30pm for a one-hour talk; Q&A at 8.30pm; ends 9.30pm.  Speaker: Professor Euan Nisbet, Earth
Sciences, Royal Holloway University of London.  Venue: Redland Church Hall, Redland Green Rd, Bristol BS6 7HE. 

Mass Times - Third Week of Lent
Sunday 4th March - Third Sunday of Lent

9.30am Mass Pro Pop
7.00pm Mass Judy Tooze R.I.P.

Monday 5th March - Weekday of Lent

9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass 

Tuesday 6th March - Weekday of Lent

9.00am Morning Prayer
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9.15am Mass In Thanksgiving Betty Baby

Wednesday 7th March - Weekday of Lent

No Morning Prayer or Morning Mass
10.00am Requiem Mass Una Cunniffe R.I.P.

Thursday 8th March - Weekday of Lent

No Mass

Friday 9th March - Commemoration of St Frances of Rome

7.00pm Mass 
7.30pm Holy Hour

Saturday 10th March - Weekday of Lent

7.00pm Mass (Vigil) Marjorie Williams R.I.P.

Confession
Saturday 6.00pm - 6.40pm

Eucharistic Exposition 

Monday 10.00am - Wednesday 12.00am

Wednesday 9.45am - 10.45am

Friday 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Saturday 6.00pm - 6.40pm

Please Pray For:  Geoff Barrett, Anita Bridges, Christopher Browne, Monica Fletcher, Sheelagh
Gaines, Pat Parry, Nedra Paynter, Roger Paynter, Zygmunt Sawko, Bernard Seward, Ivy Sewell, Martin
Sewell, Peter Sewell, Jim Smith and  Maria Wysocka.
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