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Welcome to our newsletter bringing you Sunday's news on Friday!

A Message from Fr Tom
 
McMafia hits Salisbury!  As with everything, the truth seems duller and at the same time more frightening than the fiction. 
The BBC drama revolves around a rich Russian family living in an exclusive part of London. The reality revealed this week
is of a seemingly anonymous pensioner living in a quiet medieval cathedral city. It’s not common for my home city to make
international news, it rarely features in the local news! Who’d have thought it, my mum rubbing shoulders with ex-KGB
officers as she shops for her salmon fillets in Sainsbury’s, or my dad going to the library to borrow his crime thrillers only to
find he is living in one. The reality is far crueler of course and these are horrific events to happen in public in our country.
The danger the public were exposed to shows a wanton disregard for human life, not to mention the life of  the intended
victims themselves. It is frightening that another nation (if it turns out to be the case) feels it has the right to do this and that
it happened on the street I used to ‘hang out’ on as a teenager makes it feel macabre.
 
Anyway, it is Mother’s Day or Mothering Sunday and that, I am told, is what I should be talking about! There has just been a
debate on TV between two screechy women shouting over each other as to whether Mother’s Day should be banned. The
argument goes, mums and dads should be loved every day of the year not just one. I think we can all agree with that, but
the fact we will collectively spend £600 million as a country makes it seem that it has become another marketing gimmick.
An old family friend who we used to visit when I was a child (yes, in Salisbury) talked about Mothering Sunday as the time
girls who had gone off to ‘service’ in wealthier homes would be given the opportunity to return to the family home to be with
their mothers, to show them some love but also to be mothered themselves. That was a time when many people had a
number of children and there was a lot of poverty, children would go to work at 14 as my own father did. In comparison to
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those days, our Mother’s Day is ridiculously commercial, but ban it?
 
As a church, our respect of motherhood is something to be proud of. The high esteem we give to mothers comes from our
love of Mary, the Mother of Jesus. We have a 2,000 year history of deep devotion to the Mother of God who we recognise
went through hell with her son and she did it for us too. Her yes to God turned her life upside down. We also acknowledge
how she walks with us through the ups and downs of life because for the most part her life was very ordinary, living for
many hidden years with Jesus and Joseph at home. We can identify with her and we know she “gets” the small stuff in our
lives. At the same time, we know that she can intercede for us with God.  She is truly our mother. As a church, we also hold
the role of ordinary motherhood in high regard.  The Ten Commandments tell us to honour our fathers and mothers and we
know in child birth and in bringing us up, our mothers have done so much for us. It is on Mother’s Day, among many days,
that we can be grateful for that and show our appreciation for the gift of motherhood and all that our mums have done for
us.

Fr Tom

Saint of the Week

St Patrick

Nearly all we know of St Patrick (c.390-461?) comes from his authentic writings. He was British by birth, the son of a
town councillor who was a deacon, while his grandfather was a priest. His place of birth was somewhere in the west
between the mouth of the Severn and the Clyde. Whilst a youth he was captured by Irish pirates and reduced to
slavery for six years, using this time to pray - in contrast to his earlier years in Britain when he ‘knew not the true God’.
He either escaped or was freed and returned to Britain. He was ordained and later made his way to Ireland c.435,
working principally in the North, setting up his See at Armagh. From this base he made missionary journeys. Patrick’s
writings show a sincere simplicity and deep pastoral care, devoted to abolishing paganism, idolatry and sun worship.

Year of Mission



Fourth Sunday in Lent

During this Year of Mission, Fr Christopher from the Diocese’s Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation
shares these thoughts with us:

This theme of Covenant continues but it’s an infidelity that we read of today… a broken Covenant and a broken
relationship. Whilst everything seems to be tumbling down and in ruins, the prophet speaks of one simple thing: God’s
fidelity. That’s his over-riding message. Even though God’s people may be unfaithful and rebellious, God is always
faithful. Even though God’s people abandon him, God never abandons his people. What Jeremiah looks forward to is a
future… and it is filled with hope. In our Year of Mission as we seek to be faithful disciples of the Lord, are we those
prophets and proclaimers of hope? Do we allow what might seem chaotic, broken and crumbling around us to cause
us to despair or do we allow our environment to see the hand of God at work leading us to a future that is touched by
hope? God doesn’t give up on his people and we can be those instruments of his presence through the signs of hope
we offer. God so loved the world, we are reminded in our second reading… that’s the hope we give.

News and Events
R.I.P.: Please pray for the repose of the souls of Jim Smith and John Bullock, who have passed away recently. John Bullock's funeral
will be at Canford Crematorium on Friday 16th March at 2.15pm. There will be a gathering at the Wellington pub on Gloucester Road
afterwards.  All welcome.
 
Stations of the Cross:  Every Friday during Lent at 11.30am and 6.15pm.
 
Lenten Reconciliation:   There will be a Reconciliation here at St Bon’s on the 20th March at 7.30pm. Bishop Declan will also be

leading a Lenten Reconciliation Mass at St Teresa’s on Thursday 22nd March at 7pm.
 
Mothering Sunday:  Celebrate Mothering Sunday and support CAFOD by buying cakes to eat with your coffee after the 9.30am Mass
this Sunday.  Donations of cakes very welcome.
 
Good Friday Soup Lunch:  Our traditional Good Friday soup lunch will take place again this year. We are looking for volunteers to
make soup for the lunch and for people to help on the day. If you are able to make some soup, please e-mail Karen Nelson
karenanelson@blueyonder.co.uk or Dorothy O’Farrell dotofarrell@blueyonder.co.uk who will let you know what is required. Helpers on
Maundy Thursday afternoon to move the tables and chairs over would also be most welcome. Please contact Dorothy if you are able to
help with this.  Thank you.  The soup lunch will be served from 12 noon on Good Friday with donations going to charity. There is a list at
the back of the church for those intending to come so we can get an idea of what quantity of soup is required. If you do plan on coming,
please sign the list.
 
Mass Times: Thank you to all that completed one of the consultation slips or voted online.  We are now compiling all the information
and will be reporting on the findings shortly.
 



Divine Mercy Sunday: On Sunday 8th April we will have our traditional Divine Mercy celebration starting at 2.30pm.  Further details to
follow but please put the date in your diary.
 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration:  There are still a couple of gaps in our Eucharistic Adoration programme. These are on a Tuesday
morning 8am-9am and Tuesday afternoon 3pm-4pm. Please could you help by volunteering to sit in the presence of the Holy Eucharist
for just one hour?  We guarantee this experience will greatly improve your prayer life and bring you closer to God's wonderful existence
within our lives. You may never experience this unless you actually give it a try!   Please contact one of the Adoration leaders if you can
help.  Please could we also ask if you are able to provide occasional cover that you also contact the team to offer your time and support.
Thanking you in anticipation.
 
Holy Land Pilgrimage:  We are planning a pilgrimage to the Holy Land during the February 2019 half term (16th—23rd February
2019).  Cost will be approximately £1,500 per person, including flights, accommodation, meals on a half-board basis (breakfast and
dinner), a professional English speaking guide, transport in the Holy Land  and all entrance fees.   If you would be interested, please
contact the Parish Office.
 
Church Flowers:  This is an urgent appeal for volunteers to help our flower group.   It is not a huge commitment and you will be working
as part of a team.  Please contact the Parish Office if you can offer your help.
 
Living with Dementia: Dementia is a devastating  disease and can be  isolating  not only for the person suffering  from this condition
but also their carer.   Coming to Mass  and taking part can become more difficult as things progress.  If you or a member of your
family or a friend have dementia and would be interested in supporting each other either by just talking, sharing experiences and
information or meeting for coffee then please contact Margaret Crowley on 07562353650 (please note corrected telephone number).
 
Modern Slavery Event:   Following on from the collection of Christmas presents for the women in the Modern Slavery safe house, St
Bon’s would like to provide continued support. In order to get a full picture of what we can do to help, Hannah Beattie from the Medaille
Trust is visiting us on Sunday 18th March. She will speak at both Masses. We are also organising an afternoon event in the Presbytery
from 5pm-6.30pm on the same day with a much more detailed talk and an opportunity to ask questions and speak with Simone.  Please
could you let the Parish Office know if you wish to come (for numbers). Please bring a friend who might be interested in helping. Those
who do not attend St Bon’s are also welcome to attend.
 
St Bon's Fundraising Charity Gig: Ad Hoc will be playing a gig to raise funds for the Church on Saturday 12th May from 7.30pm until
11.30pm. Tickets £5 on the door. The 4 piece band will play covers from Stevie Wonder to The Jam, including Van Morrison and Bruce
Springsteen etc. Venue is the Church Hall and please feel free to bring your own drinks.
 
Hosting a Priest from Ghana:  We have been approached by a priest from Ghana who would like to come and visit our parish for
around a month this year.  Would you be interested in providing him with accommodation during his stay?  If you are interested or would
like further information, please contact the Parish Office.
 
St Bonaventure’s School needs you!:  St Bon’s School governors are looking to recruit a Foundation governor to join its governing
body.  If you are a practising Catholic, and you are interested in getting closely involved in the running of the school, then please contact
the Clerk, Alexandra Casley (clerk.st.bonaventures@bristol-schools.uk) for more information.  We are particularly looking for people
with management, property and fundraising experience, but all applicants welcome. 
 
Praying the Rosary:  The monthly Parish Rosary Prayer Group will meet on Tuesday 10th April at 2pm in the Sitting Room (not the
Dining Room) in St Bonaventure's Presbytery. We will pray and discuss the Rosary and have a cup of tea. Contact Chris Searle
07771161259. All welcome. Prayer requests most welcome.
 
Missio Red Box Holders:  The Spring 2018  edition of 'Mission Today' is now available to collect from the table in the church porch.
 
HCPT 200 Club:  Congratulations to the winners of the March draw: £60  Mary Hethrington  64, £25  Margaret Griffin 140 and £15  Sue
Jones  2.

Mass Times - Fourth Week of Lent
Sunday 11th March - Fourth Sunday of Lent

9.30am Mass Gerry & Bella Condron R.I.P.
7.00pm Mass Pro Pop

Monday 12th March - Weekday of Lent

9.00am Morning Prayer



9.15am Mass 

Tuesday 13th March - Weekday of Lent

9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass John Bullock R.I.P.

Wednesday 14th March - Weekday of Lent

9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Jim Smith R.I.P. (St Bon's Year 3 Attending)

9.45am Holy Hour 

Thursday 15th March - Weekday of Lent

No Mass

Friday 16th March - Weekday of Lent

7.00pm Mass Grace Lane R.I.P.
7.30pm Holy Hour

Saturday 17th March - Feast of St Patrick

7.00pm Mass (Vigil) Bryan Cambridge R.I.P.

Confession
Saturday 6.00pm - 6.40pm

Eucharistic Exposition 

Monday 10.00am - Wednesday 12.00am

Wednesday 9.45am - 10.45am

Friday 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Saturday 6.00pm - 6.40pm

Please Pray For:  Geoff Barrett, Anita Bridges, Christopher Browne, Monica Fletcher, Sheelagh
Gaines, Pat Parry, Nedra Paynter, Roger Paynter, Zygmunt Sawko, Bernard Seward, Ivy Sewell, Martin
Sewell, Peter Sewell, Kathleen Ward and  Maria Wysocka.

Copyright © 2018 St Bon's, All rights reserved. 

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

https://stbonsbristol.us16.list-manage.com/profile?u=101db1158119d226a226d10c5&id=044856f4a1&e=[UNIQID]
https://stbonsbristol.us16.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=101db1158119d226a226d10c5&id=044856f4a1&e=[UNIQID]&c=aab0a14cf2
http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=101db1158119d226a226d10c5&afl=1

	A Message from Fr Tom

