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St Bon's eNewsletter
 22nd April - 29th April 2018

Welcome to our newsletter bringing you Sunday's news on Friday!

A Message from Fr Tom
 
You may be wondering what has happened to the Mass times consultation. Firstly, thank you to everyone who responded.
We had almost 250 forms back, which gave a great feel for what people are thinking. The premise of the consultation was
that some parents had commented that the two evening Masses were too late to bring their children to. I was upset at this,
because it meant that two thirds of our Mass provision was felt to be unsuitable for about half of our congregation. I’d also
had comments from senior citizen members of our community that they would also like earlier evening Masses.
 
The results from the consultation bear this out. There was an overwhelming desire to see Masses earlier than 7pm on both
Saturday and Sunday. Saturday night was clear with a number of people selecting the same Mass time as a preferred
choice. Sunday night was not so clear. There was a split, with some preferring later and some earlier. This is because this
Mass caters for two distinct groups of people. The Mass attracts Parishioners but also a number of people who use it as a
convenience Mass maybe once a month or so. During the winter the Mass was poorly attended but during the summer,
going on experience, it is very popular.
 
Changing Mass times is not a simple thing. After consulting with the Parish, I spoke with the Priests of the Deanery and now
I am consulting with Bishop Declan who has to give approval to any changes that are made. I am still not 100% sure about
what will happen as I have just heard that there is a move in the Deanery that on Saturday night we all have different Mass
times, so in the case of illness one Priest can cover the Parish of another. This may affect what time we are allowed to
move our Mass to. Before I make any changes, I will share some of the data with you. It is very interesting and has
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produced a picture a little more complicated than I had expected! Once I have heard back from the Bishop I will let you
know more.
 
My hope is that whatever we do, it will mean that our Masses are accessible to all, both young and old. As while it is easy to
fit into our different social groups, we are one community, all children in God’s wonderful family and it is my hope that we will
have Mass times that will help all of us come together and pray together in our wonderful Parish.
 

Fr Tom

Year of Mission

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
 
Our second reading for this Good Shepherd Sunday speaking of the lavish outpouring of God’s love upon us. He calls
us his children and he reveals himself to us as a loving parent. But St John also articulates all that we are called to be
as God’s children and as a people of mission. We are called to be like God, we are called to echoes of who he is,
reflections of his parental care. Our world at times cries out to know God’s loving, shepherd presence. We can allow
the world to know God is near as we allow others to contemplate the love and compassion of the Father in the face of
those who call themselves disciples. If we want to know the tender face of God, then we need to gaze upon Jesus. If
we want to see the tender face of God’s image, then surely, we should look upon the face of those who are his friends.
Let the tender smile of God radiate upon those around you this week… through you!
 

News and Events
 
Earth Day (22nd April): Pope Francis calls on us all to make simple daily gestures to care for people living in poverty, for future
generations and for the earth, our common home.   A good place to start is to work out your carbon footprint – there is a simple
questionnaire on the WWF website ( http://footprint.wwf.org.uk/ ) which also gives lots of ideas for reducing your environmental impact.
 
CAFOD school volunteers needed:  Could you spare some time to volunteer with CAFOD and help children and young people learn
about global poverty, and motivate them to take action? We are looking for volunteers in the Glastonbury and Salisbury areas to visit
Catholic schools and parish groups. For further information please contact Liz Baldwin at CAFOD Clifton on 01179 428 328 or  email
clifton@cafod.org.uk
 
HCPT 200 Club: Congratulations to the winners of this months draw:  £60 Bob and Ann James 174, £25 Michael McConalogue 126
and £10 Carole Quigley 143.
 
Living Your Faith Camps: The annual Clifton Diocese Summer Camps have been launched for 2018 and bookings are now being
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taken. This year, the camps have moved to a new location in Viney Hill in the Forest of Dean and are being held between 13-17 August
(ages 7-11) and 20-24 August (ages 12-16). The camps promise to be weeks full of fun, faith and friendship. If you are interested in
finding out more, or to book a place for your child, please visit http://livingyourfaith.co.uk or email livingyourfaith@hotmail.co.uk.
 
Walking in the footsteps of St Teresa of Avila and St John of the Cross:  Clifton Cathedral is organising a pilgrimage to Spain,
walking in the footsteps of two great saints: St Teresa of Avila and St John of the Cross. The pilgrimage will take place the week
commencing Monday 10th Sept 2018, flying to Madrid from Bristol and including visits to Avila, Segovia, Valladolid and Salamanca
among others. If you would like to join this pilgrimage you will be very welcome. We will be based in one hotel in Avila for the full six
nights. The cost of the pilgrimage will be £895 per person in a shared room (single room supplement £30 per night). The Dean of Clifton
Cathedral, Canon Bosco MacDonald, will be leading the pilgrimage. There are 50 places available and these will be on first-come-first-
served basis. For details and to request a booking form please send an e-mail to cliftonpilgrimage@yahoo.com or telephone 0117
9738411.
 
Divorced and Separated Catholics:  Bishop Declan extends a warm invitation to couples and individuals in our parish community who
may be divorced, remarried or simply separated to come together at Sacred Heart Church, Westbury on Trym for a celebration of
Evening Prayer on Sunday, 29 April, at 3.30pm. There will be refreshments St Margaret Mary room after Evening Prayer. 
 
St Bon's Fundraising Charity Gig: Ad Hoc will be playing a gig to raise funds for the Church on Saturday 12th May from 7.30pm until
11.30pm. Tickets £5 on the door. The 4 piece band will play covers from Stevie Wonder to The Jam, including Van Morrison and Bruce
Springsteen etc. Venue is the Church Hall and please feel free to bring your own drinks.
 
May Devotions at St Bons: During the month of May, the Rosary will be recited after each weekday Mass in honour of our lady. May is
one of the months which we dedicate to Mary.
 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration:  There are still a couple of gaps in our Eucharistic Adoration programme. These are on Monday
evenings 8pm-9pm and also Tuesday evenings 9pm-10pm. Please could you help by volunteering to sit in the presence of the Holy
Eucharist for just one hour?  We guarantee this experience will greatly improve your prayer life and bring you closer to God's wonderful
existence within our lives. You may never experience this unless you actually give it a try!   Please contact one of the Adoration leaders
if you can help.  Please could we also ask if you are able to provide occasional cover that you also contact the team to offer your time
and support. Thanking you in anticipation.
 
St Bon’s Primary School Open Day: An open day will be held on Thursday 3rd May starting at 9:30am. Please  email
st.bonaventures.p@bristol-schools.uk or call  0117 353 2830.
 
March for Life: The Annual March for Life will not take place in Birmingham this year, it is moving to London. There is a coach going

from Western-super-Mare, Portishead and Bristol to The March for Life, Saturday 5th May. The family friendly, life-fest starts at 9.30am
at De Vere Connaught Rooms, 61-65, Great Queen Street, London, WC2B 5DA. There will be a Children Zone, music, workshops,
Confessions, stalls, and much more. This is followed by a 1pm march to Parliament Square for speakers, including Clare McCullough of
the GoodCounselNetwork.com. The day ends at 4.15pm. See www.marchforlife.co.uk for more details.
 

Mass Times
 

Sunday 22nd April
Fourth Sunday of Easter

9.30am Mass Peggy Loftus R.I.P.
7pm Mass Olga Henning Barry R.I.P

 
Monday 23rd April

Solemnity of St. George
9.15am Mass Richard Cobb R.I.P.

 
Tuesday 24th April
Weekday of Easter

10am Requiem Mass Bridget Madden R.I.P.
 

Wednesday 25th April
Feast of St. Mark, Evangelist

9.15am Mass Victor and Joan Tucker R.I.P.
 

Thursday 26th April
Weekday of Easter

No Mass
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Friday 27th April
Weekday of Easter

7.00pm Mass Private Intention
7.30pm Holy Hour

 
Saturday 28th April

Fifth Sunday of Easter
7.00pm (Vigil) Leslie & Betty Taylor R.I.P.

 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday 6.00pm-6.40pm

 

Confession
Saturday 6.00pm - 6.40pm

Eucharistic Exposition 

Monday 10.00am - Wednesday 12.00am

Wednesday 9.45am - 10.45am

Friday 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Saturday 6.00pm - 6.40pm

Please Pray For:  Geoff Barrett, Anita Bridges, Christopher Browne, Monica Fletcher, Sheelagh
Gaines, Pat Parry, Nedra Paynter, Roger Paynter, Zygmunt Sawko, Bernard Seward, Ivy Sewell, Martin
Sewell, Peter Sewell, Kathleen Ward and  Maria Wysocka.
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