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A Community of Missionary  
Disciples With Contemplative Hearts 

Wow! I knew Fr Fernando’s Mass and Healing service would be a powerful event but I hadn’t quite pre-
pared myself for the evening we had. Fr Fernando Suarez, a Filipino priest with a profound gift of healing, 
came to St Bon’s on Monday evening. It was generous and gracious of him to come. He does not leave 
the Philippines as often as he used to, only visiting Australia every couple of years. This year he has come 
to Europe for just two weeks, during which he visited us! 
 
I had experienced one of his Masses and Healing services before but I was not prepared for the out-
pouring of grace experienced by many. I think there will be many who left on Monday with stories to tell. 
I have heard a few already, I saw one Parishioner healed of joint pain before my eyes. There wasn’t much 
to see in truth, Fr Fernando prayed over them and pulled their arms up and down! I have also heard two 
more accounts of people’s joint pain healed. For us in a secular, materialist, atheistic culture, an event like 
Monday is probably totally new for us. During the prayer for healing which took place after Mass many 
people fell to the ground ‘resting in the Spirit’ when Fr Fernando prayed over them and touched them; it 
was remarkable to behold. 
 
A highlight of the evening for me was the humour of Fr Fernando and Fr Jeff who accompanied him. That 
humour underpinned a wonderful and grace filled Homily. Fr Fernando shared the secret of his happi-
ness: not having a mother in law! That caught many of us out as we were waiting for him to share a pro-
found secret with us. He told us in no uncertain terms that we had to be happy, there was no room to be 
miserable in life. The root of happiness he said is gratitude. Even listening to his Homily was a healing ex-
perience and it left me with much to ponder. 
 
The evening was filled with little joys and graces. One quirky joy was meeting a young man who had 
turned up for Mass expecting a normal weekday Mass only to find a packed church and a remarkable 
priest from the Philippines. It was a joy for me to see so many touched by God. There was a child who 
had hearing problems and then didn’t, and as I mentioned many “rested in the spirit” after Fr Fernando’s 
prayer. 
 
On a personal note I found Fr Fernando’s prayer very powerful. I was a little in two minds as he came 
along the line towards me. We were told that we could ask for someone else to be healed and as he 
came towards me I had a friend in my heart who suffers from ME but I was seeking a grace as well. I won-
dered what I would I say when he asked me, but to my surprise he didn’t ask he just prayed! Fr Jeff said 
to us that the thing we wanted healing may not be the thing that gets healed. If your back pain is going to 
get you to heaven then God is not going to heal it, and if God did not heal what you thought was the ‘big 
thing’ then there was something God thought more important to heal. 
 
I can only be profoundly grateful to God for giving us people with the gift of healing like Fr Fernando, he 
performs a rare and extraordinary ministry which must demand many sacrifices from him. I am deeply 
grateful to Fr Fernando for his prayer and for making the effort to come here and be with us. If you have 
any stories of healing or grace you would like to share I would love to hear what happened to you. What 
an evening, thank you God!             Fr Tom 
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PARISH MATTERS 
 
Praying the Rosary:  The monthly Parish Rosary Prayer Group will meet on Tuesday July 3rd at 
2pm in the Dining room in the Presbytery. We will pray and discuss the Rosary and have a cup of 
tea. Contact Chris Searle 07771161259. All welcome. Prayer requests most welcome. 
 
Feast Day—We need your help!  
1. Flyers: We hope you will be able to help with the delivery of the Feast Day Flyers to our neigh-
bours in the surrounding roads. You will see several parishioners at the back of church as you leave 
Mass today who will help you to select a bundle that you are prepared to deliver.  We are keen to 
advertise this opportunity for people to come together as a community to enjoy the fun! 
2. Welcomers: We are looking for some volunteers to act as Welcomers. This will require a com-
mitment on the day and some training closer to the event - a short session on what we are trying 
to do as Welcomers and how to approach the role on the day. Please contact Oliver at oli-
ver@oliverrs.co.uk. 
3. On the day helpers: We are also looking for 3 people to help with the BBQ, 2 for the Bouncy 
Castle, 6 for Children’s games, 2 facepainters, 10 ground staff, and 2 for the Pimm’s stall. Please 
contact Neta at neta_pourhosseini@hotmail.com or 07980 175565 if you can help. 
4. Book and cake donations: Home made cakes will need an ingredient list and bought ones 
should be brought in their packets. Please contact Neta for this also. 
 
Special Collection: Peter’s Pence 
 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Summer Holiday Times: Due to Adorers being on holiday in July 
and August, Adoration will now finish at 8pm on the Tuesday evening when the Blessed Sacrament 
is reposed. 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 
Permanent Diaconate: The Diocesan Diaconal Discernment process will begin in September. This 
is a good time for any men in our congregation to reflect on whether they feel called to serve God 
in this way. If you would like to find out more please speak to Fr Tom.  
 
Annual Pilgrimage to Glastonbury: Sunday 8th July led by Bishop Declan starting at 11:30am. The 
Pilgrimage Procession will start in the Abbey grounds at 2.15pm and the Pilgrimage Mass will be in 
the Abbey Grounds at 3.30pm. For full details see the poster at the back of Church. 

FINANCE & FABRIC 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
Offertory total for the w/e 24th June £508.83  
 
£780 
Standing 
Orders 
each 
week.  
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

As a result of the new General Data Protection 
Regulations that came into force on 25th May, 
we have been advised by the Diocese that we 
cannot publish the names of those who are sick 
without their consent. We appreciate that ob-
taining consent may not be possible for those 
that are very unwell. However, if you would like 
to be named in the Newsletter, we will need 
you to either email or telephone the Parish Of-
fice to give your consent so that it can be rec-
orded. Please rest assured that we shall  contin-
ue to pray for all that are ill or housebound 
whether or not their names are published.  
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OTHER NEWS 
 
Live Simply Thought for the Week: Skipping 
meat one day a week is good for you, great for 
our nation’s health and fantastic for our plan-
et.  It takes approximately 1,850 gallons of water 
to produce a single pound of beef, as opposed to 
just 39 gallons to produce a pound of vegeta-
bles.  Thirty countries and counting have signed 
on to the ‘Meatless Mondays’ worldwide move-
ment that encourages people to adopt this hab-
it. 
 
Pilgrimage to Lourdes: With the Holy Family 
Church. 4 nights, 5 days, 6th-10th October. Fly-
ing from Bristol. Full Board 4 star Hotel. Inclusive 
cost £625 based on 2 people sharing. Please con-
tact bristol.holyfamily@cliftondiocese.com. 

 

St James Priory Jubilee Mass: On 26th July 2018, 
celebrating the 25th Anniversary with Mass with 
Bishop Declan at 6.30pm. This will be followed 
by a Finger Buffet in the Glazed Link at St James. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 

 

YEAR OF MISSION 

 

During this Year of Mission, Fr 
Christopher from the Dio-
cese’s Department for Adult 
Education and Evangelisation 
shares these thoughts with us: 
 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

The longer version of this Sunday’s Gospel is 
worth reflecting on because it reveals to us 
something about Jesus’ mission. Notice in both 
encounters – the daughter of Jairus and the 
woman with the haemorrhage – we are dealing 
with untouchables: sickness and death, and 
someone bleeding. Jesus would find himself ex-
cluded and ritually unclean if he comes into so 
close a contact with these two people. Never-
theless, Jesus doesn’t feel constrained or re-
stricted in his outreach in any way. He touches 
and he’s not afraid to touch. The healing, life-
giving touch of the Lord cannot be contaminat-
ed. If anything it is those who encounter Jesus 
who are truly ‘affected’ by the life and healing 
he seeks to bring. Mark’s Gospel speak of God’s 
nearness in our brokenness and fragility, not his 
distance. Whose life will you touch this week? 
Wherever you find yourself this week be some-
thing of the boldness and daring of Jesus. Be 
the touch of Jesus, the outreach of Jesus, the 
closeness of Jesus… even towards today’s 
‘untouchables’.  



PHOTO OF THE WEEK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday Soup: Meets every Friday at 12:00pm in 
the Presbytery dining room. All welcome to join! 

 
LITURGY SCHEDULE 

 
Ordinary Time Week 13 (Year B) 

 
Sunday 1st July 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9.30am Mass Michael Fitzsimons 

7.00pm Mass 
  

Monday 2nd July 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass  

  
Tuesday 3rd July 

Feast of St. Thomas, Apostle 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass  Patricia & Philip Muston R.I.P. 
 

 Wednesday 4th July 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass  

9:45am Holy Hour 
  

Thursday 5th July 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

No Mass 
  

Friday 6th July 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

7.00pm Mass Fr John Blacker 
 

 Saturday 7th July 
Our Lady on Saturday 

7.00pm Mass  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday 6.00pm-6.40pm 

 
N.B. Saturday Evening Mass will change 

 time from 7.00pm to 6.00pm 
 from Saturday 21st July. 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

NOVENA TO ST. BONAVENTURE 

Dear St. Bonaventure Cardinal, Bishop and Doc-
tor of the Church, you chose a life that embraced 
mortification and great humiliation.  Choosing to 
serve those individuals who were rejected and 
sick you risked illness for yourself.  You made 
your life a continuous prayer and spent hours 
meditating on the wounds of Christ.  Please pray 
for us that we may have a sincere and humble 
heart. Pray that we may not lose sight of Jesus’ 
wounds and thus walk on the straight path to 
eternal salvation.  May we take a great many 
souls with us to Our Heavenly Father. 
 
St. Bonaventure you were known to say “One 
should carefully beware of decreasing, even in 
the slightest, the honor that is due to Mary.” May 
we strive as you did to Love our Blessed Mother 
and be carriers of her peace in this world. Please 
place our petitions in the loving hands of Our 
Blessed Mother as we know they will be warmly 
received by her Son.  
 
Amen. 


