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This week I have experienced two firsts. The one that has wowed me is that I have made a four
day trans-Atlantic trip. I have been privileged to have crossed the Atlantic a number of times to go
on holiday and visit friends but I have never done a quick turn around trip of that distance. I am
not in business and that type of travel is not part of my life. It actually felt exciting to do it. A great
joy was that I was accompanied by Oliver, one of our parishioners, who took time off work and
away from his family and resourced his own trip. It was a great blessing to be there together. So
why have we zoomed over the pond this week? We went on a conference about how to revolutionise Parish life. Fr James Mallon, a Priest in Canada, has worked with a team of parishioners at
St Benedict Parish and they have transformed their Parish from being a community that wants to
preserve the status quo and keep things the same, to being a community that puts the mission of
proclaiming the Gospel in first place. I wanted to see first-hand what his Parish was like, was it
something I wanted us to do?
I was blown away by what I saw. The first thing I saw was a number of parishioners totally committed to serving the mission of proclaiming the Gospel and serving that mission, more than I
have seen in any Parish I have ever visited, ever in my whole life! The next thing I saw was that
the main mission of the Parish was not to the parishioners. The main mission is to the thousands
of people who do not come to Church! In other words, following the example of Jesus, the purpose of St Benedicts’s Parish is not to the 99 but to the lost sheep. That is my wildest dream for
our Parish, that we grow more into being a community that seeks out and serves the lost sheep,
not that seeks to preserve what we do because we have always done it. Maintaining things as
they are does not transform and change people’s lives. There were so many striking things I saw,
including the number of new people who had come to faith in Jesus in the last few years, people
whose lives had been far from God. These people in their turn have brought members of their
family to encounter God. At the heart of these conversions was the Alpha course.
I love being at St Bon’s and I love you; we have such an exciting mission ahead of us, to truly love
the Gospel as a Parish community. It has been unusual for that to happen in Parishes but it is beginning to happen and we can be part of this exciting movement sweeping the world. I hope we
can dare and dream together. At the conference, there were Priests and many lay people from
Germany, France, Slovenia, America, Canada and forty people from Australia.
The other first this week was that the Priest who had agreed to supply for me on Sunday night did
not show up. I was so upset for those who came at 7.00pm seeking Mass to find no Mass, and
those who had prepared music, to have no Mass to play for. My sincere apologies to you all. It
was a simple mistake made by a Priest who is human. Let’s pray for him that in all his busyness he
can continue to touch so many lives with the ministry of Christ, the gentle and merciful shepherd.
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PARISH MATTERS
Praying the Rosary: The monthly Parish Rosary Prayer Group will meet on Tuesday July 3rd at 2pm in the
Sitting Room (not the Dining Room) in St Bonaventure's Presbytery. We will pray and discuss the Rosary
and have a cup of tea. Contact Chris Searle 07771161259. All welcome. Prayer requests most welcome.
Healing Mass: We are delighted to welcome Father Fernando Suarez from the Philippines, who travels
with his healing ministry around the globe, to hold a healing Mass at St. Bons on Mon 25th June 7.00pm.
Holy Land Pilgrimage: We are planning a pilgrimage to the Holy Land during the February 2019 half term
(16th—23rd February 2019). Cost will be approximately £1,500 per person, including flights,
accommodation, meals on a half-board basis (breakfast and dinner), a professional English speaking
guide, transport in the Holy Land and all entrance fees. We are now looking to finalise numbers so please
let the Parish Office know when you have booked your place. The deadline for booking with Pilgrimage
People is 23rd June 2018 (not the end of June as previously advised).
Special Collection: Day for life, 17th June.
St. Bons Parish Readers Day: Saturday 23rd June at Sacred Heart. There will be Mass at 10:30am followed by Readers Day for all our readers in the Parish Rooms (please bring a packed lunch).
Feast Day: We are looking for some volunteers to act as Welcomers on the Parish Feast Day on 15th July. This will require a commitment on the day and there will also be some training closer to the event - a
short session on what we are trying to do as Welcomers and how to approach the role on the day. If you
are interested please contact Oliver Roylance Smith at oliver@oliverrs.co.uk.
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration: Could you give up one hour a week to be a part of this terrific experience? We have three slots on a Tuesday which need cover. They are 12.00-1.00pm, 7.00 - 8.00pm and
9.00-10.00pm. It is a time to pray, reflect and become closer to God. Please contact one of the Adoration
leaders if you can help. It will change your life! The Adoration Team.

OUR COMMUNITY
Open Gardens: Thanks to all the many people who helped St Bon's host the afternoon teas at the Bishopston Open Gardens event last Sunday. It was a great success and the whole event raised £2,400, of
which £682 came from the teas. £1060 of the money raised is going to CAFOD.
Pilgrimage to Lourdes: 4 nights, 5 days, 6th-10th October with Holy Family Church. Flying from Bristol.
Full Board 4 star Hotel. Inclusive cost £625 based on 2 people sharing.

PLEASE PRAY FOR

FINANCE & FABRIC

As a result of the new General Data Protection
Regulations that came into force on 25th May,
we have been advised by the Diocese that we
cannot publish the names of those who are sick
without their consent. We appreciate that obtaining consent may not be possible for those
that are very unwell. However, if you would like
to be named in the Newsletter, we will need
you to either email or telephone the Parish Office to give your consent so that it can be recorded. Please rest assured that we shall continue to pray for all that are ill or housebound
whether or not their names are published.

Thank you for your generosity!
Offertory total for the w/e 10th June £536.67
£780
Standing
Orders
each
week.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

TWEET OF THE WEEK

A Bishop blesses Fr Ambunga in an Ebola quarantine
in the Democratic Republic of Congo. He was said to
have contracted the disease after ministering to a
dying patient. He has since reportedly been released
and declared Ebola-free.

OTHER NEWS
Live Simply Thought for the Week: Pope Francis in
Laudato Si encourages us to think carefully before
we shop when he quotes Pope Benedict: 'Purchasing
is always a moral - and not simply economic - act.'

Celebrating Sanctuary: Sunday 24th June, 1-6.30pm
in Queen Square. Support refugees by enjoying
lunch, tea, entertainments, speeches and more.
There are events throughout June, see
www.bristolrefugeefestival.org.
Songs from the Shows: Do you love musicals? If so,
you'll love "Summer Serenade", a concert by BLOC
Productions at 2.30pm on 14 July at Red Maids
School. Tickets £20 to include a cream tea. All proceeds to St Peter's Hospice. Buy your tickets at
www.stpetershospice.org.uk/events or at St Peter's
Hospice Reception at Brentry.
Feasting against Destitution: Monday 19 June, 6 - 9
pm at Easton Family Centre, BS5 0SQ in support of
destitute asylum seekers. £5/7 Meal followed by information and Q&A, then music and dancing.
Red Box Holders: The Summer edition of 'Mission
Today' is now available from the church porch.
Please help yourselves to a copy and find out how
your generosity is helping people in Africa and Asia.
Young Catholic Adults: A retreat at Douai Abbey, on
the weekend of the 7-9th September 2018, featuring
Fr. Lawrence Lew O.P. and Canon Poucin. More information pleae see http://youngcatholicadultslatestnews.blogspot.co.uk/.

YEAR OF MISSION
During this Year of Mission, Fr
Christopher from the Diocese’s Department for Adult
Education and Evangelisation
shares these thoughts with us:
ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
When Jesus teaches he uses parables. He takes
the things around him to illustrate the things of
God. The two parables that Jesus uses in this
Sunday’s Gospel seem to talk of a gentle growth,
a subtle growth that is not always seen and not
always noticed. When we listen to the First Reading, Ezekiel speaks of God doing the planting on
the ‘high mountain’… in other words, near to
him. That nearness to the Lord brings about
growth and there is something obviously attractive about the tree that God plants in Ezekiel’s
vision and the mustard seed that grows in the
Gospel. They become attractive and they
‘summon’ all kinds of birds and creatures. Is it
true, then, that if we are near to God then we
grow? Is it true that if we grow in him that there
becomes something attractive about us? The
psalm speaks of flourishing and maybe that’s the
secret to being near to the Lord. With him we
flourish; without him we fade. This week’s mission for us might simply be to come close to the
Lord, find shelter in him and, through our own
attractiveness, cause others to find shade in his
presence.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Ordinary Time Week 11 (Year B)
Sunday 17th June
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.30am Mass
7.00pm Mass

Monday 18th June
Weekday in Ordinary Time
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Peggy Loftus R.I.P.

Tuesday 19th June
Weekday in Ordinary Time
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass

Wednesday 20th June
Weekday in Ordinary Time
SAINT OF THE WEEK
Spotlight on St. Bonaventure: Part 3
In the lead up to
the Feast Day of
St. Bonaventure,
we’ll discover his
life and work:

St. Bonaventure’s greatest masterpieces are
viewed as his Commentaries on the Bible and
“Commentaries on the Sentences”. This piece
contains over four thousand pages, is divided into
four books and deals with all the main questions
of Scholasticism. He also wrote many works on
the Franciscans.
St. Bonaventure is celebrated for his outstanding
ability to reconcile the opposing theological and
philosophical traditions which is why he was considered one of the foremost scholars by his contemporaries.

9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass
9:45am Holy Hour

Thursday 21st June
Memorial of St. Aloysius Gonzaga
No Mass
Friday 22nd June
Feasts of St John Fisher and Thomas More
11.00am Funeral
7.00pm Mass
7.30pm Holy Hour
Saturday 23rd June
Weekday in Ordinary Time
7.00pm Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 6.00pm-6.40pm
N.B. Saturday Evening Mass will change time from
7.00pm to 6.00pm from Saturday 21st July.

