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A Community of Missionary  
Disciples With Contemplative Hearts 

Last week at the Divine Renovation Conference there was a day for Priests to share their expe-
riences and difficulties in Parish renewal. One Priest asked “When I talk about Evangelisation, 
how can I stop my people thinking I am referring to tele-evangelists?”. It was a very perceptive 
question. It seems that on a Parish level the Church has been very slow in preaching the theol-
ogy of Mission and Evangelisation, which has been consistently written about and preached by 
every Pope since Paul VI. Paul VI wrote his landmark Mission document Evangelii Nuntiandi 
(Announce the Gospel) after the second Vatican Council and inspired every Pope after him to 
have a Mission focus. You might think ‘tele-evangelist’ when I say Evangelise but I hope that is 
beginning to change. 
 
When we talk of the Church proclaiming the Gospel, we do not mean just the Priest, but eve-
ryone. When I or another Priest say we are called to help others encounter Christ we do not 
mean bring them to church and let someone else do the job but that each one of us should 
take responsibility for it. “How can I do that?’, “I need to know more about my faith”, or “What 
if I get it wrong” are just a few of the responses I hear from Catholics when I encourage them 
to witness to their faith in public. My response to that is that it’s not that hard! 
 
A Mass-going Catholic does not need a theology degree to share with someone else why they 
go to Mass or believe in God. Each one of us has an individual reason to go to Mass and that is 
possible to share that with some else. “I go because I love God and because he died for me”.  
 
What is needed is not a theological conversation but a ‘faith conversation’ to talk about why 
you have faith, why you believe in God. Some may worry that people may start to bring up the 
negative press the Church has and you may feel unable to answer those questions so it is easi-
er to say nothing at all. But, think of the person you are talking to. 
In my experience, and maybe it’s because I’m a Priest, people are quite keen to talk about 
faith as they just don’t get the chance much.  
 
Recently, I have had two deep and sad faith conversations at supermarket checkouts with 
cashiers who have lost loved ones. Questions we can’t answer are no barrier to sharing our 
faith with someone. When it comes to faith sharing we are not holding theological dialogues 
but sharing our faith and offering a listening ear in response. The key part is listening! If some-
one asks you something you can’t answer, come and ask me or look up the answer. Evangelis-
ing is about sharing our faith, the life and death of Jesus and his glorious resurrection and 
nothing else. It is about inviting others to that same life; it is about Jesus, not us. Do you want 
others to experience the joy you have in Jesus? If so, don’t keep him to yourself!   
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PARISH MATTERS 
 
Holy Day of Obligation: Friday 29th May is the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul. Mass will be 
held at 9:15am and 7pm. 
 
Praying the Rosary:  The monthly Parish Rosary Prayer Group will meet on Tuesday July 3rd at 
2pm in the Sitting Room in the Presbytery. We will pray and discuss the Rosary and have a cup of 
tea. Contact Chris Searle 07771161259. All welcome. Prayer requests most welcome. 
 
Healing Mass: We are delighted to welcome Fr Fernando Suarez from the Philippines, who travels 
with his healing ministry around the globe, to hold a healing Mass at St. Bons Monday at  7.00pm.  
 
Feast Day Volunteers:  
•We are looking for some volunteers to act as Welcomers. This will require a commitment on the 
day and some training closer to the event - a short session on what we are trying to do as Wel-
comers and how to approach the role on the day. Please contact Oliver at oliver@oliverrs.co.uk. 
•We are also looking for helpers to set up, tidy up and lend a hand during the day. Please contact 
Neta at neta_pourhosseini@hotmail.com or 07980 175565. 
 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration: Could you give up one hour a week to be a part of this terrific ex-
perience? We have three slots on a Tuesday which need cover. They are 12.00-1.00pm, 7.00-
8.00pm and 9.00-10.00pm. It is a time to pray, reflect and become closer to God. Please contact 
one of the Adoration leaders if you can help. It will change your life! The Adoration Team. 
 
Friday Soup: Meets every Friday at 12:00pm in the Presbytery dining room. All welcome to join! 
 
The Missionary Society of St. Paul, Brixton: Father Francis thanks everyone for their generosity. A 
total of £781.50 was raised. 
 
Special Collection Next Week: Peter’s Peace 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 

Diocesan Day: St Brendan's Sixth Form College on Saturday 30 June with our Bishop. The day be-
gins at 10.15am with opening liturgy and concludes at 3.30pm with Mass. Please contact 
adult.education@Cliftondiocese.com if you would like to attend.         (continued) 

FINANCE & FABRIC 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
Offertory total for the w/e 17th June £489.88  
 
£780 
Standing 
Orders 
each 
week.  
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

As a result of the new General Data Protection 
Regulations that came into force on 25th May, 
we have been advised by the Diocese that we 
cannot publish the names of those who are sick 
without their consent. We appreciate that ob-
taining consent may not be possible for those 
that are very unwell. However, if you would like 
to be named in the Newsletter, we will need 
you to either email or telephone the Parish Of-
fice to give your consent so that it can be rec-
orded. Please rest assured that we shall  contin-
ue to pray for all that are ill or housebound 
whether or not their names are published.  

mailto:oliver@oliverrs.co.uk


(continued) 
 

Share the Journey: War, persecution, natural dis-
aster and poverty force millions of people from 
their homes. Pope Francis has called  on us to col-
lectively walk 24,900 miles- the distance round 
the globe, in solidarity with those forced to flee. 
More information on CAFOD's website. Our jour-
ney is a 3 mile walk in the beautiful traffic-
free  Blaise Castle Estate on Sun 24th June, 
starting at 11.30 am,  which can be followed by 
a  picnic lunch. A shorter walk is also possible.  

 
OTHER NEWS 

 
Live Simply Thought for the Week: A smile or 
word of appreciation can lift someone’s 
day.  Start conversations with strangers – and 
not just those who dress and speak like you. 
Make time to communicate your thanks to 
strangers doing essential, undervalued jobs – 
street cleaners, car park attendants, parking 
wardens, shop assistants. 
 
Pilgrimage to Lourdes: With the Holy Family 
Church. 4 nights, 5 days, 6th-10th October. Fly-
ing from Bristol. Full Board 4 star Hotel. Inclusive 
cost £625 based on 2 people sharing. Please con-
tact bristol.holyfamily@cliftondiocese.com. 

 
Day of Recollection: Sat 7th July 10aam-4pm at 
Bristol University Catholic Chaplaincy with Mass, 
Devotions and Talks. Suggested donation £15. 

 

PHOTO OF THE WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
From the Instagram of Pope Francis he tells us to 
“Share the journey of refugees and migrants with 
concrete gestures of solidarity.” 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 

 

YEAR OF MISSION 

 

During this Year of Mission, Fr 
Christopher from the Dio-
cese’s Department for Adult 
Education and Evangelisation 
shares these thoughts with us: 
 
BIRTHDAY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 
This beautiful celebration breaks into Ordinary 
Time, but it breaks in to help us understand 
something of what we are called to be as disci-
ples on mission! John helps us to think about our 
discipleship: pointing away from ourselves and 
pointing others in the direction of Jesus; leaping 
in the womb, able to recognise where Christ is to 
be found and where Christ is near; decreasing in 
order that Christ may increase; a prophetic call 
of return so that we can find mercy and compas-
sion in the Lord; recognising the call of God in 
our own lives and allowing God to call others 
through us – God’s word in our mouths; and, 
looking at Elizabeth and Zechariah, always being 
open to being surprised by God and his faithful-
ness. But the psalm holds something we might 
take into this week as part of our prayer: I thank 
you for the wonder of my being. Do we spend 
time thanking God for who we are, for the fact 
that he calls us, that he fashioned us, that he 
walks with us? As we do that let’s be little ‘John 
the Baptists’ in all we do to lead others to en-
counter Christ… even in us! 



  
LITURGY SCHEDULE 

 
Ordinary Time Week 12 (Year B) 

 
Sunday 24th June 

Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
9.30am Mass 
7.00pm Mass 

  
Monday 25th June 

Weekday in Ordinary Time 
7.00pm Mass with Fr Fernando 

  
Tuesday 26th June 

Weekday in Ordinary Time 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass Michael Fitzsimons 
 

 Wednesday 27th June 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass  

9:45am Holy Hour 
11.00am Funeral Joseph Edwards 

  
Thursday 28th June 

Memorial of St. Irenaeus 
No Mass 

  
Friday 29th June 

Solemnity of St. Peter & Paul, Apostles 
Holy Day of Obligation 

9.15am Mass - St Bons School Attending 
7.00pm Mass  

 
 Saturday 30th June 

Dedication of the Cathedral Church of St. Peter 
& Paul 

7.00pm Mass  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday 6.00pm-6.40pm 

 
N.B. Saturday Evening Mass will change 

 time from 7.00pm to 6.00pm 
 from Saturday 21st July. 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

Spotlight on St. Bonaventure: Part 4 
 
St. Bonaventure was considered by many to be the 
second founder of the Franciscan Order. By 1250, the 
Order, having grown from a few thousand Friars to 
over 30,000, was experiencing division that threat-
ened it’s survival. The Minister General of the Order 
of Friars resigned and suggested Bonaventure as his 
successor. He was elected in 1257 remaining in office 
until his death (17 years) which shows the great es-
teem in which he was held by the Friars. 
 
His service was not easy as the Order was embroiled 
in conflicts. St. Bonaventure structured the Order 
through effective legislation and offering the Friars 
an organized spirituality. Through this, Bonaventure 
managed to unite the pastoral, practical aspects of 
life with the doctrines of the Church. 


