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What a Summer! The apocalyptic scenes from Greece are horrifying, and the news from Japan 
is disturbing. The global heatwave has dug its teeth in, some places are really suffering where-
as others are just enjoying a hot Summer. That seems to be what we have, a hot Summer, yes 
one of those things we dream of and complain we never get. But it seems to be causing us 
some difficulty. 
 
Malnourished carrots, withered grass, cows eating winter straw in July, water shortages and 
weather warnings all because it is continually sunny. Before you complain and say you have 
had enough just cast your mind back to last Summer. It rained and rained and rained. I would 
take this sunny weather any day. Many of us pay good money to travel to places where it is 
over 33 degrees and when we get it for free, we get in a tizz!  I don’t know whether to feel 
grateful or patronised at the Met Office, and weather experts telling me to put sun tan lotion 
on. It is only 30 degrees or so. In some places, like the Middle East, they have built huge cities 
in the desert and they seem to have made it work. But a bit of extra sun and we are wilting.  
 
As I said, I like the sun and I would swap this for our usual Summers any day. Who wants a 
grey, wet Summer? It appears many seem to. One reason I love this weather (apart from that 
our regular Summer’s are poor) is because it will not last. This is England, it will begin to rain 
again at some point and it does that a lot.  
 
I do, however, think it must be illegal for me to say Mass in this weather! I’m sure there is a 
Health and Safety directive about working in temperatures over 30 degrees! Many of you have 
noticed that the church has become as hot as a greenhouse over the last few weeks and I 
know some who come to Mass have found it hard going. Try wearing 3 layers with the top one 
being like a nylon blanket! But it is sunny and it is worth the price! 
 
There is no doubt that the hot weather makes us slow down. I hope you are able to slow down 
this Summer. Whether you are on a staycation or vacation I hope you are able to relax your 
pace and recharge your batteries. If you are staying at home you can inwardly smile that you 
are getting continental weather with out moving a muscle and for absolutely free.  
 
Despite everything slowing down for Summer, we at St. Bon’s are still here, business as usual. 
Let us use this time to reflect on our relationship with our Lord, our Church and our wonderful 
Parish. 
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PARISH MATTERS 
 

R.I.P. Patrick Dunning (49) passed away at home on July 19th. All who knew him, especially from 
his years as a teacher at St. Bons Primary School, are welcome to join his family for a Mass to 
celebrate his life on Wednesday 8th August at 12:30 here at St Bon’s. There will be refreshments 
afterwards in the Hall.  
 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Summer Holiday Times: Due to Adorers being on holiday in July 
and August, Adoration will now finish at 8pm on the Tuesday evening. 
 
Lost phone: Still unclaimed, please contact us if you are the owner! 
 
Vacancy: Are you super organised, great with people and able to think on your feet? Do you en-
joy working in a local community? If so, we need you!  We are looking to employ a Parish Admin-
istrator from September to work alongside our communications co-ordinator.  The job would be 
9 hours a week.  If you are interested and would like to apply, please email the Parish Office and 
we will send you a job description and application form.  Deadline for submission Monday 6th 
August 2018.  
 
Special Collection: Bishop’s Charitable Fund. 
 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 

St. Bon’s School Open Days: This year’s Open Day dates will be Weds 19th Sept and Tues 2nd 
Oct at 9.30am, 10.30am & 1.30pm. The Open Evening is on Tues 25th Sept at 7pm.   
 
Permanent Diaconate: The Diocesan Diaconal Discernment process will begin in September. This 
is a good time for any men in our congregation to reflect on whether they feel called to serve 
God in this way. If you would like to find out more please speak to Fr Tom.  
 
Bristol Catholic Skittles League: St Bon’s Sports skittles team are looking for a 'sticker-up' boy or 
girl. We play on a Monday night at The Bristol Conservative Club above The Boston Tea Party 
Gloucester Road Bishopston. The new season starts at the beginning of September and the go-
ing rate is £16 a night. If you are interested please contact Mike Molloy on: 07802903377. 
 

FINANCE & FABRIC 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
Offertory total for the w/e 22nd July £521.41 
 
£780 
Standing 
Orders 
each 
week.  
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Veronica. Geoff Barrett.  
 
If you would like to be named in the Newsletter, 
we will need you to either email or telephone 
the Parish Office to give your consent so that it 
can be recorded.  
 
Clarification: Veronica Swann would like to thank 
people for their concern and to say she is not the 
lady named above. 



OTHER NEWS 
 
Live Simply Thought for the Week: Recycle old 
mobiles. Avoid waste by saying no to mobile 
phone upgrades. If you need to recycle an old 
phone, many supermarkets, charity shops and 
mobile phone retailers offer recycling services. 
Alternatively try charity schemes included on the 
website http://www.recycling-guide.org.uk/
materials/mobiles.html or Oxfam (which also re-
cycles i-phones and tablets). 
 
Come and SEE program at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Newent:  A series of talks on people’s journeys 
with prayer. Thursday 2nd August at 7:30pm at 
Our Lady of Lourdes Newent  GL18 1BG. 

 

Bristol Robotics: A group of PhD students at the 
Bristol Robotics Laboratory are interested to 
know about the opinion of peo-
ple regarding robots and AI. If you are interested 
there is a poster at the back or Church or visit 
farscope.bris.ac.uk/public-engagement-survey. 

 

Vacancy: St. Vincent de Paul Society is recruiting 
an 1833 Research and Project Development 
Officer to review, re-model, project plan and 
potentially produce resources for our 
programme for 18-30 year olds for a service re-
launch in Sept 2019. £27k pa pro rata; 3 days a 
week; one year contract. Closing Wednesday 
25th July. For more details & application pack, 
please visit the vacancies section of the SVP 
website: https://www.svp.org.uk/.  

PICTURE OF THE WEEK 

Who was St. Bonaventure? Fr Tom talks to the Par-
ish at the Feast Day Mass. Video available to watch 
on our YouTube channel ‘Saint Bons’ or on our Fa-
cebook page. 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 

YEAR OF MISSION 

 

During this Year of Mission, Fr 
Christopher from the Dio-
cese’s Department for Adult 
Education and Evangelisation 
shares these thoughts with us: 
 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
This Sunday’s Gospel of the feeding of the crowd 
begins a sequence of readings that could allow 
us to reflect upon the Eucharist and that’s not a 
bad thing as we prepare for the Eucharistic Con-
gress this coming September. There’s much that 
we could focus on in this familiar narrative from 
St Mark. But look at what Jesus uses: he takes 
what is offered to him and he transforms the 
little that is given into something that is enough 
for the crowd to have plenty. The Lord takes the 
little we give him, the simple things we offer him 
the – sometimes – meagre things we let him 
have and he uses them. Look at what we offer 
the Lord at Mass: simple bread and simple wine 
– symbols of sustenance and joy – and he gives 
them back to us changed and transformed into 
his very self. That’s all we need! We are given 
him as our food and our sustenance so that we 
are strengthened to become more like him in the 
lives we lead. May we come to know Christ truly 
present among us. May our eyes recognise him 
in his greatest Gift so that we might come to rec-
ognise him in others. 

http://www.recycling-guide.org.uk/materials/mobiles.html
http://www.recycling-guide.org.uk/materials/mobiles.html
https://www.svp.org.uk/


 
LITURGY SCHEDULE 

 
Ordinary Time Week 17 (Year B) 

 
 

Sunday 29th July 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.30am Mass Pro Pop 
7.00pm Mass Private Intention 

  
Monday 30th July 

Weekday in Ordinary Time 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass Rose Harnett 
  

Tuesday 31st July 
Memorial of St. Ignatius of Loyola 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Bernie Minihane R.I.P. 

 
 Wednesday 1st August 

Memorial of St. Alphonsus Mary Liguori 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass Bernie Minihane R.I.P. 
9:45am Holy Hour 

  
Thursday 2nd August 

Weekday in Ordinary Time 
No Mass 

  
Friday 3rd August 

Weekday in Ordinary Time 
7.00pm Mass Arnie & Lisa Jasquez 

 
 Saturday 4th August 

Memorial of St. John Mary Vianney 
6.00pm Mass Bernie Minihane R.I.P. 

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm 

 
N.B. Saturday Evening Mass has  

changed from 7.00pm to 6.00pm. 
  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Alphonsus Liguori 

 
Born in 1696 near Naples, St. Alphonsus was a 
Bishop, spiritual writer, composer, musician, 
artist, poet, lawyer, scholastic philosopher, 
and theologian.  
 
He received his doctorate at the age of 16. In 
1723, whilst visiting the local Hospital for the 
Incurables, he had a vision and was told to 
consecrate his life solely to God. 
 
St. Alphonsus is remember as one of the most 
widely read Catholic authors and for being the 
Patron Saint of confessors. 

WHAT’S ON? 

 

Wednesday Art: The group will be going strong 
all Summer on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the 
month 10-11.30am.  All are very welcome to ei-
ther come and do some art or play some board 
games, puzzles etc. and have a drink and a chat. 
 
St Bon's Cricket XI:  Welcoming new players, 
young and old, experienced or newcomers, male 
of female to add the squad. We play 20:20 fix-
tures, weekly, on various nights over the Summer 
and are always on the look out for new tal-
ent.  Come along and try, you only have to com-
mit to one game at a time!  FFI please contact 
John Hickey: jjhickey55@gmail.com 
 
Friday Soup Lunch: The group will be taking a 
rest over the Summer returning at 12pm on Fri-
day 7th September.   

mailto:jjhickey55@gmail.com

