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PICTURE OF THE WEEK 

Fr Tom featured in the Youth 2K prayer festival 
highlights video on Facebook. 

YEAR OF MISSION 
 

During this Year of Mission, Fr Christopher 
from the Diocese’s Department for Adult Edu-
cation and Evangelisation shares these 
thoughts with us: 
 
After having been nourished on those Eucha-
ristic readings from John’s Gospel we return 
to Mark’s Gospel and to Jesus, who finds him-
self (not surprisingly) at loggerheads with 
some of the religious leaders. What seems to 
have become important are the little things, 
the customs and the traditions, and eyes have 
been taken off what it is that makes these 
customs and traditions meaningful. There 
may be a simple invitation from today’s gos-
pel - that we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. If 
we don’t, we are in danger of losing sense of 
what is important in our lives of faith. At the 
heart of God’s word is the invitation to love – 
to be loved by love itself. The Law of the Lord 
is the lived expression of how we shape our 
lives according to that love which we have 
received. Let’s keep our eyes fixed upon the 
one who reveals love to us – Jesus. Let’s allow 
his love to shape the way we live and the way 
we love so that rather than us being seen as 
hypocrites, as mere actors, the love we re-
ceive is a love that is echoed through our 
thoughts, our words and, indeed, our actions. 

Many things have to change course, but it is we human beings above 
all who need to change. We lack an awareness of our common origin, 
of our mutual belonging, and of a future to be shared with everyone. 
This basic awareness would enable the development of new convic-
tions, attitudes and forms of life. A great cultural, spiritual and educa-
tional challenge stands before us, and it will demand that we set out 
on the long path of renewal. 
 
Since the market tends to promote extreme consumerism in an effort 
to sell its products, people can easily get caught up in a whirlwind of 
needless buying and spending. Compulsive consumerism is one exam-
ple of how the techno-economic paradigm affects individuals. Roma-
no Guardini had already foreseen this: “The gadgets and technics 
forced upon him by the patterns of machine production and of ab-
stract planning mass man accepts quite simply; they are the forms of 
life itself. To either a greater or lesser degree mass man is convinced 
that his conformity is both reasonable and just”. This paradigm leads 
people to believe that they are free as long as they have the supposed 
freedom to consume. But those really free are the minority who wield 
economic and financial power. Amid this confusion, postmodern hu-
manity has not yet achieved a new self-awareness capable of offering 
guidance and direction, and this lack of identity is a source of anxiety. 
We have too many means and only a few insubstantial ends. 
 
The current global situation engenders a feeling of instability and un-
certainty, which in turn becomes “a seedbed for collective selfish-
ness”. When people become self-centred and self-enclosed, their 
greed increases. The emptier a person’s heart is, the more he or she 
needs things to buy, own and consume. It becomes almost impossible 
to accept the limits imposed by reality. In this horizon, a genuine 
sense of the common good also disappears. As these attitudes be-
come more widespread, social norms are respected only to the extent 
that they do not clash with personal needs. So our concern cannot be 
limited merely to the threat of extreme weather events, but must 
also extend to the catastrophic consequences of social unrest. Obses-
sion with a consumerist lifestyle, above all when few people are capa-
ble of maintaining it, can only lead to violence and mutual destruc-
tion. 
 
Yet all is not lost. Human beings, while capable of the worst, are also 
capable of rising above themselves, choosing again what is good, and 
making a new start, despite their mental and social conditioning. We 
are able to take an honest look at ourselves, to acknowledge our deep 
dissatisfaction, and to embark on new paths to authentic freedom. No 
system can completely suppress our openness to what is good, true 
and beautiful, or our God-given ability to respond to his grace at work 
deep in our hearts. I appeal to everyone throughout the world not to 
forget this dignity which is ours. No one has the right to take it from 
us. Taken from Laudato Si’, the second encyclical of Pope Francis. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Encyclical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Francis


LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Ordinary Time Week 22 (Year B) 

PARISH MATTERS 
 
R.I.P. Please remember in your prayers Phil McDon-
ald  who passed away on 18th August. Her funeral will 
be on Wednesday 5th September at 11.00am. 
 
Praying the Rosary:  The monthly Parish Rosary Prayer 
Group will meet on Tuesday September 4th at 2pm in 
the Presbytery. We will pray and discuss the Rosary and 
have a cup of tea. Contact Chris Searle 07771161259. 
All welcome. Prayer requests most welcome. 
 
Vacancy: Are you super organised, great with people 
and able to think on your feet? Do you enjoy working in 
a local community? If so, we need you!  We are looking 
to employ a Parish Administrator from September. The 
job would be 9 hours a week.  If you are interested and 
would like to apply, please email the office for a job de-
scription and application form.   

 
OUR COMMUNITY 

 
CAFOD Harvest Fast Day: Come hear from one of our 
CAFOD staff members about our work overseas. Thurs-
day September 13th 7.00-8.30pm in the presbytery with 
main Speaker Zoe Corden, CAFOD Emergency Response 
Officer. Contact Liz Baldwin at CAFOD to book: 9428328 
ebaldwin@cafod.org.uk. 
 
livesimply Thought for the Week September 1st is the 
World Day of Prayer for Creation and begins the Season 
of Creation which runs until October 4th.  Let’s take de-
light in this world, God’s free gift to us.  This is all that 
we need for our own fulfilment.  Spend some time out-
side in nature this week.  
 
Healing Mass: Friday September 7th at 7.30pm at St 
Nicholas of Tolentino Church, Lawford’s Gate, Bristol 
BS5 0RE. Marking the 170th Anniversary of the founda-
tion of St Nicholas of Tolentino Parish. 

FINANCE & FABRIC 
Thank you for your gen-
erosity! 
Offertory total for the 
w/e 26th Aug £401.72. 
£710 Standing Orders 
each week.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Veronica. Geoff Barrett. Maria Alfano. 
If you would like to be named in the Newsletter, please 
contact the Parish Office to give your consent so that it 
can be recorded.  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

Saint Gregory the Great  
was Pope from 3 Septem-
ber 590 to 12 March 604 
AD. He is famous for insti-
gating the first recorded 
large-scale mission from 
Rome, the Gregorian Mis-
sion, to convert England 
to Christianity. 

Sunday 2nd September 
22nd Sunday in Ordi-
nary Time 

9.30am Mass  
7.00pm Mass  

Monday 3rd September 
Feast of St. Gregory the 
Great, Pope 

12.00pm Mass 

Tuesday 4th September 
Weekday in Ordinary 
Time 

12.00pm Mass 

Weds 5th September 
Weekday in Ordinary 
Time 

11.00am Phil McDonald 
Funeral 
Gabriela Coutts R.I.P. 
No 12.00pm Mass 

Thurs 6th September 
Weekday in Ordinary 
Time 

No Mass 

Friday 7th September 
Weekday in Ordinary 
Time 

7.00pm Mass  

Saturday 8th September 
Feast of the Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 

6.00pm Mass  

Sacrament of  
Reconciliation:  

Saturday 5.00pm-
5.40pm 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 

mailto:ebaldwin@cafod.org.uk

