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TWEET OF THE WEEK
I had forgotten how quiet Bishopston is during the Summer,
with the schools finishing, the traffic has eased and people
seem to have gone away. This is the first place I have lived
where the school year seems to dominate the local culture so
much. Of course, people go away during school holidays but
around here it almost seems to be like a religion. Maybe it is
reflective of our neighbourhood that many people can afford
to go away, and with our big schools in the area, a large percentage of the population have children at school. Whatever
the reasons are, I love the peace and quiet.
If I had a superpower, it would not be the ability to fly like Superman or fight baddies like Wonder Woman, mine is being
able to hear almost everything. If being able to hear is my super power, then noise is my kryptonite. Sometimes it is a helpful ‘gift’ to have but often I find myself wanting to hide from
the constant noise that seems to characterise modern life. As
an insight to how sad my life can be, my biggest challenge is
the quiet coach on the train. In theory this is the most fantastic
invention ever! A carriage where all you will hear is the quiet
click of keyboards as people get on with work on the train. But
the theory of the quiet coach is one thing and the reality is that
I often sit frustrated as so many do not take it seriously. Any
talking seems so loud probably because, generally, there
should be little talking. I guess I should not sit in the quiet carriage because I seem to leave very worked up, when I know
people aren’t doing it on purpose!
The peace and quiet of the summer in Bishopston contrasts
with the noise that is generated by our ‘site’ throughout the
year. I am sure that many of you who come to Mass at the
weekend are unaware of all the many things that happen here.
During the week, parents begin dropping off children from as
early as 7.45am and the car park will be busy some days
through to 10.00pm with classes in the Hall. The school generates a lot of noise, this noise is a happy one: the sound of children playing is the back drop to daily life here. But, our car
park attracts skaters, drug dealers (!) and we also have hall
bookings over the weekend. There is so much happening here.
The noise that characterises our site is the noise of community
and togetherness. It is the noise of people being welcomed, of
children being looked after, cared for, valued and educated.
The hall is the noise of people relaxing and being together. I
have to remind myself of this from time to time but I am so
pleased that our small patch of land in the heart of Bishopston
provides so much opportunity for so many people to come
together in different ways. If you are still here I hope you too
can enjoy the quiet of our neighbourhood and get time to relax
during these glorious days of summer.
Fr Tom
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PICTURE OF THE WEEK

Psalm 91:4 He will cover you with his feathers.
He will shelter you with his wings. His faithful
promises are your armor and protection.

YEAR OF MISSION
During this Year of Mission, Fr Christopher from the
Diocese’s Department for Adult Education and
Evangelisation shares these thoughts with us:
Just notice what the people are doing at the start of
today’s Gospel! They are looking for Jesus. They are
hungry for what he has to offer them. Like the Samaritan woman whose thirst cannot be taken away
with mere water from the well, so the crowd’s hunger cannot be truly satisfied with any old bread.
They yearn and hunger for the ‘bread’ that is Jesus.
Only he can nourish them and satisfy them completely… that’s why, maybe, they are eager to find
him. The challenge is ‘to come’ to Jesus and ‘to believe’ in Jesus. Only when we come to him, allow
him into our lives, give our all to him will we find
our hunger and thirst taken away. Knowing him as
our nourishment then, surely, we are charged with
allowing others to be guided towards him who can
satisfy the longings of the human heart. Maybe our
mission this week is to allow others to come to understand what nourishes us, what sustains us, what
feeds us and to allow them to journey towards the
Christ who reaches out to them in their hunger and
their thirst.
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PARISH MATTERS
R.I.P. Patrick Dunning (49) passed away at home on July
19th. All who knew him, especially from his years as a
teacher at St. Bons Primary School, are welcome to join
his family for a Mass to celebrate his life on Wednesday
8th August at 12:30 here at St Bon’s. There will now be
refreshments afterwards in the presbytery not the hall.
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Summer Times Adoration will finish at 8pm on the Tuesday evening.
Praying the Rosary: The monthly Parish Rosary Prayer
Group will meet on Tuesday August 7th at 2pm in the
Presbytery. We will pray and discuss the Rosary and have
a cup of tea. Contact Chris Searle 07771161259. All welcome. Prayer requests most welcome.
Vacancy: Are you super organised, great with people and
able to think on your feet? Do you enjoy working in a
local community? If so, we need you! We are looking to
employ a Parish Administrator from September. The job
would be 9 hours a week. If you are interested and
would like to apply. Deadline Monday 6th August 2018.
Carol Service: Would any Parishioners that are in a Choir
be interested in their Choir conducting a Carol service
here at St Bon’s for a Charity of their choice. Please contact the Parish Office.
Holy Day of Obligation: Wednesday 15th August, Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Bishops Charity Collection: £129.84 raised, thank you!
OUR COMMUNITY
Annual Pilgrimage to Glastonbury: Saturday 8th September starting at 11:30am, an opportunity for any who
missed the last Pilgrimage. Poster at the back of Church.

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St. Teresa, Benedicta of the
Cross (Edith Stein) was born of
Jewish parents in 1891 and
converted to Catholicism. She
was arrested in 1942 along
with all Catholics of Jewish
extraction and taken to the
death camp of Auschwitz. She
died in the gas chambers that
PLEASE PRAY FOR
Veronica. Geoff Barrett.
If you would like to be named in the Newsletter,
please contact the Parish Office to give your consent so that it can be recorded.
LITURGY SCHEDULE
Ordinary Time Week 18 (Year B)

Sunday 5th August
9.30am Mass
Eighteenth Sunday in James Burford R.I.P.
Ordinary Time
Ellen Morrison R.I.P.
7.00pm Mass
Monday 6th August 9.00am Morning Prayer
Feast of the Transfig- 9.15am Mass Seamus
uration
Phelan R.I.P.
Tuesday 7th August 11.00am Bernie Minihane
Weekday in Ordinary Funeral
Time
Weds 8th August
Memorial of St.
Dominic , Priest

OTHER NEWS
livesimply Thought for the Week Use your purse power
to quiz store owners about the products they stock –
when a retailer changes its purchasing policy, it can have
a huge impact. Next time ask for fair trade, organic, locally-sourced, recycled, energy efficient, etc!
FINANCE & FABRIC
Thank you for your generosity!
Offertory total for the
w/e 29th July £517.11.
£780 Standing Orders
each week.

12:30pm Memorial Mass
Patrick Dunning R.I.P.
(No Mass or Holy Hour—
Fr Tom saying Mass at the
Prison)

Thursday 9th August No Mass
Feast of St. Teresa
Friday 10th August
Feast of St. Lawrence, Deacon

7.00pm Mass Alex Kukiela
R.I.P.

Sat 11th August
6.00pm Mass Rose Galvin
Memorial of St. Clare R.I.P.
Sacrament of
Reconciliation:

Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm

