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PICTURE OF THE WEEK 

The Art group meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednes-
day of the month from 10-11.30am.  All are 
very welcome to do some art (all levels!) and 
have a drink , chat or play some puzzles. 

YEAR OF MISSION 
 
During this Year of Mission, Fr Christopher 
from the Diocese’s Department for Adult Edu-
cation and Evangelisation shares these 
thoughts with us: 
 
You are what you eat! That should be true 
when it comes to the Eucharist. The food and 
the drink we receive at Mass is our nourish-
ment to sustain us in all we do to be like Christ. 
But those gifts of Christ’s Body and Blood are 
given precisely that we might become what we 
receive – Christ. We are to become what we 
eat and drink. Christ is given to us as food and 
drink so that we might have life in us and so 
that his life, flowing through us, might enable 
our world and others to know he is near 
through us. Christ is truly present to us in the 
Eucharist; his real presence makes his home in 
us so that, seeking to be like him, we might be 
reminders and signs of his presence in the ordi-
nariness of our week – at home, at work, in the 
places where we encounter others. May our 
world know ‘Christ living among us’ because of 
the witness we give and the life we live. 

In 2010 Pope Benedict visited the UK. Along with 80,000 other 
people, I gathered in Hyde Park to greet him. In the build up to his 
appearance there were a number of presentations and testimo-
nies from Catholics in various walks of life. One that struck me 
then and sticks in my mind now was a video montage of the role 
of Catholics and the Church in society. It was fantastic and what it 
highlighted was the contribution of Catholics to nursing and 
health care across the world. I felt very proud to be a Catholic and 
part of something that has done so much good in the world. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I have felt profoundly disappointed, 
sad, embarrassed and angry as I have watched the news over the 
last two weeks. There were two stories in particular, that of the 
sex abuse in two Benedictine Schools in the UK and of the prolific 
abuse in the Church in Pennsylvania in the US. The original prob-
lem at the Benedictine schools was bad enough, the cover up was 
even worse and the failure to implement the recommendations 
of the Church’s independent inquiry by one of the schools is un-
conscionable. The other day one of my friends described the 
whole child abuse scandal in the Church as ‘abominable’ and an 
experienced Priest said it made him ‘bloody angry’. It is not simp-
ly the abuse but the fact that after so much time Catholic institu-
tions still do not seem to have got their act together, and it is in 
the news again reminding us and the good people of our country 
of the depravity and abominable behaviour of Priests and the 
Church all those decades ago. To my mind, it is a crime that far 
outweighs the ‘indulgences scandal’ that broke the Church in the 
16th century.  
 
If any positives can be taken from the abuse scandal, two come to 
mind. The first is the response of the Bishops in 2000 and 2001 in 
implementing robust safeguarding guidelines. It was a very pro-
fessional response, one we can be proud of. Secondly, the whole 
scandal points out that the Church can be a weak and flawed in-
stitution and that we are called to have a relationship with Jesus 
first and his Church second. This is not always the case, many 
Catholics have been encouraged to have a relationship with the 
Church and not really with Jesus. But our salvation comes from 
Jesus and we are called to love him with our whole hearts and 
then his Church. Jesus has to be the centre of our faith, he is not 
flawed and he has the message of eternal life, but it is so easy to 
miss this and many Catholics relate to the Church first and are 
then left angry and disappointed when it fails them. The Church is 
divine because Christ is its head, but because we are part of it, it 
is flawed. These dreadful stories in the news can once again moti-
vate us to seek the Lord and put him first in all things. 

                       Fr Tom 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Ordinary Time Week 20 (Year B) 

PARISH MATTERS 
 

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Summer Times Ado-
ration will finish at 8pm on the Tuesday evening. 
 
YouTube: Subscribe to our YouTube channel (St Bons 
Bristol) for topics and talks by Fr Tom. New videos 
coming soon—keep watching our socials for news! 
 
Vacancy: Are you super organised, great with people 
and able to think on your feet? Do you enjoy working 
in a local community? If so, we need you!  We are 
looking to employ a Parish Administrator from Sep-
tember to work alongside our communications co-
ordinator.  The job would be 9 hours a week.  If you 
are interested and would like to apply, please email 
the Parish Office for a job description and application 
form.   
 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 

CAFOD Harvest Fast Day: Come along and hear from 
one of our CAFOD staff members about our work 
overseas. Thursday September 13th – 7.00-8.30pm in 
the presbytery with main Speaker Zoe Corden, CAFOD 
Emergency Response Officer. Other dates available in 
Trowbridge and Gloucester. Contact Liz Baldwin at 
CAFOD to book: 9428328 ebaldwin@cafod.org.uk. 
 

OTHER NEWS 
 

livesimply Thought for the Week:    Pope Francis 
(Laudato Si # 227) calls on us give thanks to God  be-
fore and after meals. ‘That moment of blessing, how-
ever brief,  reminds us of our dependence on God for 
life; it strengthens our feeling of gratitude for the gifts 
of creation; it acknowledges those who by their la-
bours provide us with these goods; and it reaffirms 
our solidarity with those in greatest need.’ 
 

FINANCE & FABRIC 
Thank you for your 
generosity! 
Offertory total for the 
w/e 12th Aug £460.84. 
£780 Standing Orders 
each week.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Veronica. Geoff Barrett. Maria Alfano. 
If you would like to be named in the Newsletter, please 
contact the Parish Office to give your consent so that it 
can be recorded.  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St. Bartholomew is one of 
the 12 Apostles and was in-
troduced to Jesus through St. 
Philip. Not much is known 
about him, but he is said to 
have preached in Armenia 
and India. He is the Patron 

Saint against nervous diseases and twitching.  

 

 

 

 

Sunday 19th August 
20th Sunday in Ordi-
nary Time 

9.30am Mass Peggy Loftus 
R.I.P. 
7.00pm Mass Pro Pop 

Monday 20th August 
Memorial of St. Ber-
nard, Abbot 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass Eileen Cun-
nigham R.I.P. 

Tuesday 21st August 
Memorial of St. Pius 
X, Pope 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass Bernie Mini-
hane R.I.P. 
 

Weds 22nd August 
Memorial of the 
Queenship of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass  
9:45am Holy Hour 

Thursday 23rd August 
Weekday in Ordinary 
Time 

No Mass 

Friday 24th August 
Feast of St. Bartholo-
mew, Apostle 

7.00pm Mass  

Saturday 25th August 
Weekday in Ordinary 
Time 

6.00pm Mass  

Sacrament of  
Reconciliation:  

Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 

mailto:ebaldwin@cafod.org.uk

