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PICTURE OF THE WEEK 

Father Tom filming his first vlog-coming soon! 
Subscribe to our YouTube channel (St Bons 
Bristol) for topics and talks by Fr Tom.  

YEAR OF MISSION 
 

During this Year of Mission, Fr Christopher from 
the Diocese’s Department for Adult Education 
and Evangelisation shares these thoughts with us: 
 
There’s a certain sadness in today’s Gospel as 
people walk away from Jesus not being able to 
‘stomach’ the things he says. People walk away 
from following where he leads because, maybe, 
what he says is too much for them; it’s too chal-
lenging. Peter speaks up for the Twelve. Even the 
Twelve might not fully understand what Jesus is 
preaching but where else are they to go? The 
Gospel message fires them up. They know God’s 
love in Jesus; they know God is near to them in 
Jesus. It doesn’t mean they find everything 
straightforward and simple – even they must 
have struggled. Who shall we go to? You may 
know people who have drifted away, wandered 
off, left, walked another journey either because 
they feel they don’t belong or because they feel 
‘it’s not for them’. It doesn’t mean we stop caring 
nor does it mean that they have no place. Ours is 
a mission of constantly reaching out towards oth-
ers, not just patting our own backs. You and I 
cross paths with many who walk different paths 
and maybe they once walked a similar one to us. 
Let God’s love be revealed in you; let his gentle-
ness shine through; let him walk alongside of 
them because of you. 

As you are reading this I am in Norfolk, in north Norfolk in fact. I 
have been invited to Youth 2000 (Y2K) prayer festival which takes 
place in Walsingham every year at this time. Y2K has played a very 
important part in my spiritual and religious development. In the 
ten years from 1998 to 2008 I attended the prayer festival and 
many other smaller events that were held across the country. 
Many of my friends then and now were involved in Y2K, it gave 
me an experience of Catholicism that was not available in my 
home parish nor too much in seminary.  
 
There are 3 aspects which are central to Y2K: the Eucharist, Our 
Lady and the teachings of the Church. One of the charities of a Y2K 
retreat or Prayer Festival is the exposition of the Blessed sacra-
ment during the whole time of the retreat and those who attend 
are invited to spend time praying before Jesus, especially during 
the night. I signed up for a number of hours during the night, 
some of which I slept through! Jesus’s presence in the Eucharist is 
the beating heart of the Catholic Church, and Y2K taught me the 
fundamental importance of a devotion to the real presence of Je-
sus in the Eucharist. 
 
The intercession  role of Our Lady is also central to the spirituality 
of Y2K and during a prayer festival there will be many talks about 
our Lady and the special role she can play in our lives as followers 
of Jesus. Y2K helped me develop a love for her. The third central 
tenant of Y2K is its fidelity to the teachings of the Church and as a 
20 year old I had found few places in the Church where it’s teach-
ings were talked about with conviction, pride and love. Discover-
ing this at Y2K was a revelation for me. Y2K also helped me devel-
op an understanding of the importance of Confession as a tool of 
spiritual growth in my relationship with God. 
 
Essentially what I have described is a group for young people that 
was simply Catholic. At it’s heart were the simple aspects of the 
Catholic faith that we have all grown up with but presented in a 
way that was engaging and relevant. Needless to say one of the 
greatest attractions was that it was full of young people from all 
over the UK. This aspect was so inspiring and exciting. The fact 
that there were hundreds of young Catholics like me was affirming 
and encouraging.  
 
I will be at Y2K this weekend doing what countless priests did for 
me when I was young, I will be hearing confessions bringing the 
mercy of God to many young people, preaching his word and hav-
ing a laugh. Please pray for the young people there this weekend 
that they may leave knowing they are loved by God and inspired 
to share his love in the communities in which they live.       Fr Tom 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 
Ordinary Time Week 21 (Year B) 

PARISH MATTERS 
 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Summer Times: 
Adoration will finish at 8pm on the Tuesday evening. 
 
Praying the Rosary:  The monthly Parish Rosary 
Prayer Group will meet on Tues-
day September 4th at 2pm in the St Bonaventure's 
Presbytery. We will pray and discuss the Rosary and 
have a cup of tea. Contact Chris Searle 
07771161259. All welcome. Prayer requests most 
welcome. 
 
Vacancy: Are you super organised, great with peo-
ple and able to think on your feet? Do you enjoy 
working in a local community? If so, we need 
you!  We are looking to employ a Parish Administra-
tor from September. The job would be 9 hours a 
week.  If you are interested and would like to apply, 
please email the office for a job description and ap-
plication form.   

 
OUR COMMUNITY 

 
CAFOD Harvest Fast Day: Come hear from one of 
our CAFOD staff members about our work overseas. 
Thursday September 13th 7.00-8.30pm in the pres-
bytery with main Speaker Zoe Corden, CAFOD Emer-
gency Response Officer. Contact Liz Baldwin at 
CAFOD to book: 9428328 ebaldwin@cafod.org.uk. 
 
Vacancy: Trust and Grant Applications Officer in the 
Diocesan Finance Team. The role requires experi-
ence of preparing and writing funding bids as well as 
excellent communication skills to deliver fundraising 
support throughout the Diocese. The role is full-time 
and based at Alexander House, Bristol. Deadline 15th 
September. https://cliftondiocese.com/diocese/
working-for-us/ 

FINANCE & FABRIC 
Thank you for your gen-
erosity! 
Offertory total for the 
w/e 19th Aug £366.74. 
£710 Standing Orders 
each week.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Veronica. Geoff Barrett. Maria Alfano. 
If you would like to be named in the Newsletter, please 
contact the Parish Office to give your consent so that it 
can be recorded.  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St. Monica was born in North 
Africa. She is remembered for 
her outstanding Christian vir-
tues, particularly the suffering 
caused by her husband, and 
the reformation of her son St. 
Augustine who wrote exten-
sively of her pious acts and 

life with her in his 13 book work ‘Confessions’. 

 

 

Sunday 26th August 
21st Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

9.30am Mass  
7.00pm Mass  

Monday 27th August 
Memorial of St. Monica 

12.00pm Mass 

Tuesday 28th August 
Memorial of St. Augus-
tine, Bishop 

12.00pm Mass 

Weds 29th August 
Memorial of the Passion 
of St. John the Baptist 
 

12.00pm Mass 

Thursday 30th August 
Weekday in Ordinary 
Time 

No Mass 

Friday 31st August 
Weekday in Ordinary 
Time 

7.00pm Mass  

Saturday 1st September 
Weekday in Ordinary 
Time 

6.00pm Mass  

Sacrament of  
Reconciliation:  

Saturday 5.00pm-
5.40pm 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 
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