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A Community of Missionary  
Disciples With Contemplative Hearts 

We have such an exciting year ahead of us, I cannot believe how many things we have planned, not 
to mention all of the usual stuff as well. Activity is a sign of life and it is fair to say that if we use that 
as a measure of life in our community, there is a lot of life at St Bon’s. We have a very special parish, 
I think those who have been here forever might not see that so clearly because for them what we 
have is normal. However, I feel we have the opportunity to do something really exciting at St Bon’s 
because of the people that come and because of our location and facilities. The next year will be a 
time to work on how to develop our community into one that is not just alive but gives life to those 
around us by sharing the message of life we receive in the Gospel. Over the next few months there 
are some big changes happening as well as lots of the usual great things here. 
 
For those of you who hang around the Presbytery during the week you will probably have heard a 
lot of noise! While some might think it is me doing DIY, I am afraid to say that renovating rooms, de-
molishing walls and installing bathrooms and heating systems is a little beyond my abilities. After the 
Business Centre, the Presbytery renovation is the second substantial building project we have un-
dertaken and it is my hope that it will have a big impact. What we are doing is creating two en-suite 
rooms with a communal living space with the intention of inviting young people to live in the parish 
and commit to a ‘Year of Mission’ here at St Bon’s. It will mean that I will be able to share in the 
work of the Parish with a team of others and live with some sense of community, rather than 
rattling around the Presbytery like a pea in a pod! Along side this we have just launched our 
YouTube channel which we hope will be a great way of reaching out, but also a way of allowing you 
and others to connect with the Parish. 
 
Each of the months leading up to Christmas has a theme, October is the month of Mary, November 
the months of All Souls and December, of course, Advent. For the month of Mary we will be saying 
the Rosary after Mass each weekday, why not come and join in? In November we will bring the Book 
of Remembrance up at the Sunday Masses. This is a beautiful way to remember your loved ones 
who have gone to their eternal rest. Have you ever thought of having a Mass said for your deceased 
loved ones? November especially is the time to do so, speak to me if you would like to arrange one. 
We will also have our special Mass for all those who have died in the Parish this year; this is a high 
point of the November remembrance. This Advent as well as the children’s Nativity service we are 
introducing a Carol service. It has been something we have wanted to do for a few years and by col-
laborating with a local choir we are now able to do this. We are beginning to do so many things, it 
would be great to have some help! Please put another Priest on your prayer list, you never know 
there may be one somewhere just waiting for the chance to come and work in our Parish! 
 
I am looking forward to all the wonderful events we have coming up and to working with you and 
alongside you over the next year. We have such an opportunity to do something wonderful here at 
St Bon’s, it is amazing to be part of it.          Fr Tom 
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PARISH MATTERS 
 

Praying the Rosary:  The monthly Parish Rosary Prayer Group will meet on Tuesday 2nd October at 
2pm in the Dining Room in St Bon’s Presbytery.  We will pray and discuss the Rosary and have a cup 
of tea.  Contact Chris Searle 0777 116 1259.  All welcome.  Prayer requests most welcome. 

 
Special Collection Home Mission Sunday: £158.25 raised. Thank you for your generosity! 
 
Social Media Pages and new St Bons YouTube Vlog: Keep up to date with all the St. Bons Church 
news on our social media pages on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram - details on the front page. We 
now also have a YouTube vlog ‘Fr Tom Talks’, the first is now live on our page (St Bons Bristol), where 
Fr Tom discusses why he became a priest 
 
Newsletter Items:  Please can any items be emailed to the Parish Office by Wednesday 10am to  in-
clude them in that weekend’s newsletter.  
 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 

Vacancy: Trust and Grants Applications Officer in the Diocesan Finance Team.  This role will involve 
working closely with parishes to identify fundraising opportunities and researching trust and grant 
funding organisations to find suitable funding for projects.  Requires experience of preparing and 
writing funding bids as well as excellent communication skills to deliver fundraising support 
throughout the Diocese.  The deadline for applications is 5th October 2018.  An application form can 
be found on the Clifton Diocese Website under “Diocese/Working for Us”. 

 
Bishopston Inter Church Group: This year’s ‘Trip for Seniors’ is to Cadbury Garden Centre on Thurs-
day 9th October. No charge, only your lunch (which you can bring with you) and a tip for the Driver. 
Meeting at St. Bon’s Car Park at 9:15am and then at 9:45am at St. Bartholemew’s. Tel S Whalley 
0117 9240331 to book. 
 
In Memory of Joy Rigg: Kate is running the Bristol half marathon this Sunday. It’s her first half mara-
thon and it will be an enormous achievement if she finishes!  Joy passed away suddenly this sum-
mer. She was very well loved and an inspirational person. St Bon's Church was very special to her. 
After she died, a note was found that she had written in her home asking for donations to St Bona-
venture's - so Kate has come up with a plan to make some much needed renovations which she 
would have whole heartedly approved of. Donations can be made here: https://
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/stbons?utm_term=BXYzqE65N 

FINANCE & FABRIC 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
Offertory total for the w/e 16th Sept £412.76. 
 
£710 
Standing 
Orders 
each 
week.  
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Veronica.  

Geoff Barrett.  

Maria Alfano. 

If you would like to be named in the Newslet-

ter, please contact the Parish Office to give 

your consent so that it can be recorded.  



OTHER NEWS 

 

Live Simply Thought for the Week: Let’s look 

after our stuff and keep hold of the old skills of 

sewing and repairing. Find out if there are 

workshops near you where you can get your 

electronic items fixed; and donate old furniture 

to charities which teach young people refur-

bishing skills. Invest in a sewing kit and a good 

tube of super-glue.        

 

Pope Francis and the Future: 25th September 

7.00pm – St John’s Church, South Parade, Bath. 

Fr James – Master of Campion Hall, Oxford - 

helps us consider Francis’ vision for the Church 

of the 21st century. He will invite us to consider 

what challenges Pope Francis now faces in 

leading the Church. 

 

Students: Welcome to Bristol! The University 

Catholic Chaplaincy at 103 Queens Road (next 

to the UoB Students’ Union) serves all staff and 

students of the UoB and UWE. Mass is Sunday 

at 6pm in the chapel, followed by supper in the 

bar. During the week there are opportunities 

for worship, formation, social events and so 

much more. Come and join us!

www.briscathchap.org.uk 

PICTURE OF THE WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U2 front man Bono had a private audience with 
Pope Francis at the Vatican Wednesday afternoon, 
saying afterward the Holy Father was “incredibly 

gracious with his time, his concentration.” 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 

 

YEAR OF MISSION 

 

During this Year of Mission, Fr 
Christopher from the Dio-
cese’s Department for Adult 
Education and Evangelisation 
shares these thoughts with us: 
 
25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
Here is a real image of discipleship in today’s 
gospel: to serve and to become small. Disciple-
ship is not about position or importance or 
recognition or prestige; it’s about imitating 
Christ in the way we give our lives to others 
and in the way we reach out with love for oth-
ers. But it’s also about ‘recognising’ God in 
those so easily overlooked – the child, the vul-
nerable, the weak, the seemingly insignificant, 
or  unimportant, those ignored or forgotten. 
The disciple should have eyes to see the face 
of God revealed in those who can be so readily 
ignored. As communities we can be too quick 
to worry about who’s first or who is best or 
who’s the most important. As disciples we 
should be ready to see the face of God in 
those around us and serve them, reach out to 
them… but our lives should also reveal some-
thing of the face of God because of who we 
are and because of the loving, compassionate 
service we give. 
 

http://www.briscathchap.org.uk/


 
LITURGY SCHEDULE 

 
Ordinary Time Week 25 (Year B) 

 
 

Sunday 23rd September 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.30am Mass Boyce Family 
7.00pm Mass Anna Higgins 

  
Monday 24th September 

Memorial of Our Lady of Walsingham 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass Olga Harnett R.I.P. 
  

Tuesday 25th September 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mary Cannon R.I.P. 

(School Class 6D Coming to Mass) 
 

 Wednesday 26th September 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

10:30am Funeral—Dario Falco 
  

Thursday 27th September 
Memorial of St Vincent de Paul 

No Mass 
  

Friday 28th September 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

7.00pm Mass Peggy Loftus R.I.P. 
 

 Saturday 29th September 
Feasts of Sts Michael, Gabriel &  

Raphael, Archangels 
6.00pm Mass Mary Silverton 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm 
 

Please be aware of the Winter Mass time 
change:  

Sunday 28th October (when the clocks change) 
from 7.00pm to 6.00pm. 

 
  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

Saints Michael, Gabriel & Raphael (Archangels) 

Pope St Gregory the Great wrote “When angels 
come to minister to us, even the name by which 
we know them are taken from their ministry. 
Michael means ‘Who is like to God’, Gabriel 
‘Strength of God’ and Raphael ‘Healing of God’.” 

 
St. Raphael is the patron saint of travelers, the 
blind, bodily ills, happy meetings, nurses, physi-
cians and medical workers. St. Gabriel is the pa-
tron saint of messengers, telecommunication 
workers, and postal workers. St. Michael is the 
patron saint of soldiers, police and doctors. 

WHAT’S ON? 

 

Wednesday Art: The group meets on the 1st 

and 3rd Wednesday of the month 10-11.30am.  

All are very welcome to either come and do 

some art or play some board games, puzzles 

etc. and have a drink and a chat. 

 

Friday Soup Lunch: The Friday Soup Social is 

now back after the Summer break.  All are very 

welcome to come for a chat and to share a sim-

ple lunch.  Fridays 12pm in the St Bon’s Presby-

tery.  A donation is made to charity 

 

October Month of Our Lady: October is dedi-

cated to the remembrance of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary ‘Our Lady of the Rosary’. We will be say-

ing the Rosary after Mass each weekday. 


