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A Community of Missionary  
Disciples With Contemplative Hearts 

Things are going brilliantly here at St Bon’s. We seem to have hit a spe-
cial moment of creativity that I have not encountered before as a Priest 
in a Parish. There are so many small but significant projects and devel-
opments coming together at the same time. Underpinning all of these 
is our desire to grow. Anything that is alive grows, it’s a fact. The aim to 
grow is a little generic, it is not a specific target. Many companies aim 
to grow and they have targets to help them achieve their growth. We 
could as a Catholic Parish set growth targets but my preferred way to 
date is to take the next step and see what God does with it. Let me de-
scribe how that has worked at St Bon’s. 
 
Over the last few years we have laid two essential foundations for the 
growth of our community: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and the 
business centre. In Adoration many Parishioners and a number of peo-
ple from around Bristol come and spend time before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament exposed on the 
Altar in the Church. People come at all times of the day and night with some people committing to 
coming in the early hours of Tuesday morning every week. It is very hard to define the effect Adoration 
has, but the prayer in itself creates an atmosphere of peace in the Church. The life of the person pray-
ing is enhanced because they are experiencing peace but also because God’s grace is working in their 
life in a powerful way. Unseen to us, God is pouring out blessing on our Parish because it is a place 
where he is honoured and adored. It is those graces that are bringing transformation to our communi-
ty. 
 
The Business centre has been a real miracle. To begin with it was simply a solution to a dire situation. 
The determination, skills and support of the Finance council, meant the idea for the Business centre 
was born and with the help and support of a number of people, plans were drawn up, and with the 
tremendous support of St Bon’s community the project became a reality. Today we have a steady 
source of income and a wonderful 7-office Business centre which helps us engage with our local com-
munity. It took a while but what was a major problem has become a real asset. A derelict building that 
represented the demise of a once thriving community has become a source of pride to our community, 
a facility to enable small Businesses to grow, and an essential source of income. For me this has given 
us hope, and that we can plan things that three years ago would not have been imaginable. From that 
first step we have been able to do some exciting things. 
 
From these foundations have come our desire to connect with and care for our local community, to 
begin converting the upstairs of the Presbytery to house Priests and Parish mission workers. We have 
plans to upgrade the Parish rooms and kitchen and we are beginning in earnest to begin phase two of 
the Business centre and double it’s capacity. Thank you to everyone who is working so hard to make St 
Bon’s a wonderful, forward thinking, faith filled community where people can come and encounter the 
Grace of God.              Fr Tom 
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OUR PARISH 
 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration: There is a permanent slot available on Mondays 11am-12pm. 
Please phone Cecilia Browne 07812569631 if you are able to make a commitment to adoration or 
would like further information about what is involved. 
 
Church Repository: Karen Nelson and Neta Roylance-Smith will be resuming the church repository 
every first Sunday of the month after the 9.30am Family Mass. For the Christmas period it will be 
open weekly starting from November through December also after the 9.30am Family Mass. 
 
Second Collection: Next Sunday 21st October is World Mission Sunday. 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 
200 Club:  Congratulations to the winners of the October draw.  £60 Ninette Bateman 93, £25 Mary 
Cambridge 82,  £10 Michael McConalogue 126. This is the last draw for this current '200 club' 
year.  Thank you to all members who have supported the club during 2017/18, thus raising valuable 
funds for HCPT - The Children's Pilgrimage Trust.  To continue as a member (or to join the club) and 
be included in the November draw, please forward £24 yearly subscription to Angela Parry c/o The 
Presbytery.  Cheques should be made payable to St Bonaventures 200 Club.  Angela will be at all 
Masses on 14/15 Oct and 21/22 Oct to collect your subscriptions.  Numbers have dwindled over re-
cent years and we now have less than 100 members.  Please continue supporting us so we can con-
tinue supporting children with special needs.  Thank you. 
 
Sixty One Project: Christmas is approaching and this year we need at least six volunteers to help 
with packing the gift bags for the Sixty One Project. This is a fantastic project which enables prison-
ers to receive a gift bag at Christmas. St Bons has agreed to pack 135 bags. If you would like to take 
part and you are free from 3pm on the afternoon of Saturday 24 November please either e-mail 
bristol.stbonaventure@cliftondiocese.com or complete the sign up sheet in the Presbytery. Each of 
the packs costs around £5 and there will be a second collection on 8th and 9th December 2018 
which will be put towards this. 
 
CAFOD office volunteer needed: CAFOD needs a highly organised volunteer one afternoon per 
week who can manage smaller admin tasks as well as supporting a series of strategic events. 
Excellent organisational, administrative and communication skills, both verbal and written needed, 
along with good IT skills (Word, Excel, Database). Contact Liz at the CAFOD office on 07779 804 248 
or 01179 428 328 or clifton@cafod.org.uk. 

FINANCE & FABRIC 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
Offertory total for the w/e 7th Oct £903.37 
 
£710 
Standing 
Orders 
each 
week.  
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Veronica.  

Geoff Barrett.  

Maria Alfano. 

Jeff Barrett. 

If you would like to be named in the Newslet-

ter, please contact the Parish Office to give 

your consent so that it can be recorded.  

mailto:clifton@cafod.org.uk


OTHER NEWS 

 
Inter-Faith week 2018:  Professor Sajjad Rizvi, Dr 
Alexander Goldberg and Jacob Fareed Imam will 
come together in the Apostle Room of Clifton 
Cathedral on Wednesday 14 November, bringing 
with them their own tradition's belief and 
understanding of peace (Judaism, Christianity 
and Islam). The conversations will be 'chaired' by 
Professor Gavin D'Costa. The evening will begin 
at 7.15pm and refreshments will be available 
from 6.30pm. All are most welcome. 
 

1st Bishopston Scouts (Kings Drive) Festival: The 
Scouts are having a Beer Festival on Saturday 
20th October from 7.30 until 11pm at St Michael 
& All Angels Church.  It is a fundraising event to 
raise funds for the scout group. 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

St Luke 

St. Luke was a Greek physician. He was a disciple 
of St. Paul and his companion on some of his 

missionary journeys. He is the author of the third 
Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles. 

TWEET OF THE WEEK WHAT’S ON? 

 

October Month of Our Lady: October is 

dedicated to the remembrance of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary ‘Our Lady of the Ro-

sary’. We will be saying the Rosary after 

Mass each weekday. 

 
Book of Remembrance: From the 1st No-
vember this will be made available for us to 
record the names of those who have died 
whom we hold dear. 
 
All Souls Mass: Friday 2nd November 
7.00pm. 
 
St Bons Community Quiz Night: November 

16th 7:30pm at St Bons Primary School. 

Why not come along and join us for our an-

nual Quiz Night full of fun and laughter! 

There will be a bar and snacks for your re-

freshment. Teams of no more than 6 peo-

ple at £10 per team. 

 
Remembrance Mass: Friday 23rd Novem-
ber 7.00pm. For all those who have died 
since November 2017.  
 
Mass & Annual Blessing of the Cemetery: 
Wednesday 28th November 9.15am. 
 
Mass with the Anointing of the Sick: Sun-
day 2nd December - 2.00pm followed by 
Senior Citizens' Christmas Party in the 
Presbytery. 
 

Christmas Carol Service: Date for your Dia-

ry! Friday 14th December at 7pm, followed 

by Mince pies in the Presbytery. More de-

tails to follow. 

 

Children's Christmas Nativity: 22nd De-

cember 2pm followed by children party 

afterwards. 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

Ordinary Time Week 28 (Year B) 
 

Sunday 14th October 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9.30am Mass Fatima & Family 

7.00pm Mass Pro Pop 
  

Monday 15th October 
Memorial of St. Teresa of Jesus 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass Peggy Loftus R.I.P. 

  
Tuesday 16th October 

Solemnity of the Anniversary of the Dedica-
tion of Parish Churches 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass Denis Frank 
 

 Wednesday 17th October 
Memorial of St. Ignatius of Antioch 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass Michael O’Sullivan R.I.P. 

9:45am Holy Hour 
  

Thursday 18th October 
Feast of St. Luke, Evangelist 

No Mass 
  

Friday 19th October 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 
7.00pm Mass Joe Madden 

 
 Saturday 20th October 

Weekday in Ordinary Time 
6.00pm Mass Pro Pop 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm 
 

Please be aware of the  
Winter Mass time change:  

Sunday 28th October (when the clocks 
change) from 7.00pm to 6.00pm. 

 
  

YEAR OF MISSION 

 

During this Year of Mission, Fr 
Christopher from the Dio-
cese’s Department for Adult 
Education and Evangelisation 
shares these thoughts with 
us: 
 
28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
Where are we grounded? Where are we an-
chored and rooted? Is it in things, posses-
sions, treasures or are we rooted and an-
chored in God? Are we defined by what we 
have or by what we do… or are we defined by 
our relationship with the Lord. In today’s Gos-
pel there is a challenge to ‘let go’ of every-
thing and to find security, strength, and an un-
derstanding of who we are in our relationship 
with the Lord. It is only when we let God dwell 
at the centre, when we are defined by his love 
for us, that we come to understand the free-
dom and the life he offers us; when we are 
weighed down by our possessions we find it is 
our possessions that possess us. In all we do 
to proclaim the Gospel this week, let us reveal 
what it is that dwells at the heart of our life 
because of the way we live and the way we 
love.  

 

PICTURE OF THE WEEK 

We are so pleased to welcome Jody to St. Bons! 


