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The American Mid-Term elections are over, hooray! America is just about in one piece, hooray! That 
last hooray is probably more hopeful than celebratory because while America is just about in one 
piece it feels like the country is on the brink of some kind of social civil war. That, of course, is little 
worry to us, we are thousands of miles away and it is quite satisfying to sit comfortably and watch as 
the world’s peace keeper slowly implodes. Oh yeah, I forgot, we are not sitting comfortably, we are 
sort of tearing ourselves apart too, albeit in a more British and moderate way. If you took a quick 
scan of most European countries you would see something similar. Look at Germany, Angela Merkel 
has stepped down because she cannot govern and the hard left and the far right are taking power 
from the main parties. In so many places in the West, political views are polarising as people align 
themselves to evermore extreme political, social and cultural ideologies. The consensus politics of 
Blair and Cameron seems to be a thing of the past, they are now being replaced by identity politics. 
 
Identity politics is where people vote for the group or party they identify with most not the group or 
party who promise them the best healthcare or a better financial deal. This is a definite change from 
the past where economics seemed to dominate political popularity. People used to vote for whoever 
promised to make them richer, now they vote for who they can identify with and for who stands up 
for their particular values. In America, identity politics has led to a fractious political climate. Respect 
and understanding between political groups seems to have vanished to be replaced by vitriol, suspi-
cion and clear hostility. One of the uplifting aspects of the Mid- Term results was the number of 
women elected to office and not only women but young women from diverse backgrounds. Voters 
are electing candidates they can identify with. In our country identity politics is not following the tra-
ditional left or right, Labour or Conservative lines but is clearly defined by Brexit. As the Americans 
are realising and as we are experiencing, identity politics does not make for a comfortable or peace-
ful society. 
 
I have been convinced for a number of years that the Church has a significant contribution to make 
to society, particularly since the Financial Crash of 2008. Since then inequality has grown and more 
people need help then ever; the church has an important role to play. I feel that the abuse crisis that 
has engulfed the church and which seems to be rolling on has significantly compromised the 
Church’s ability to have its voice heard. It is simply discredited in the eyes of many and therefore 
seemly irrelevant. But we know that the message of the Gospel is life-giving and life-changing. Jesus 
has a message to speak to people who find themselves on the wrong side of the poverty gap, just 
like two thousand years ago he now has a message for those who have fallen through the cracks in 
society and have few options for survival. We also know that, in this time of social upheaval and divi-
sion, the message of love of neighbour has never been as important. Although our institution maybe 
discredited our message is not and it is urgently needed. We are called by Jesus to be his faithful dis-
ciples and proclaim his love and mercy to our culture and society by our word and action. It is by 
what we say and do that we will be identified as followers of Christ- his message is our identity. 
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OUR PARISH 
 
R.I.P. Please pray for the repose of the soul of Bernard Chandler who passed away recently. Da-
ting back to the era when St. Bon's was still overseen by the Franciscans, Bernard & his family 
were very active members of the Parish - the last surviving member being Ciss Foulkes. 
 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration: There is a permanent slot available on Mondays 11am-12pm. 
Please phone Cecilia Browne 07812569631 if you are able to make a commitment to adoration 
or would like further information about what is involved. 
 
Church Repository: Karen Nelson and Neta Roylance-Smith will be running the church reposi-
tory every Sunday after the 9.30am Family Mass until Christmas. 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 
St Bons Brownies: Our Parish Brownie Pack have once again been shortlisted for a community 
award for services to children in the local area.   They will automatically get £200 just for being 
shortlisted but they may receive more money (up to £1000) if enough members of the public 
vote for them. UK residents can vote 10 times until 20th November.  The web link is https://
community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/4-134.  Search for “179th St Bonaventures 
Brownie Pack”.) 
 
New Liturgy Course for 2019:  To accompany and complement our Diocesan Year of Prayer, the 
Liturgy Office is hosting a new course entitled ‘Understanding and Praying the Liturgy’. It will 
seek to enable us to enter more deeply into our understanding of the Mass both as an 
encounter with the Risen Christ and as prayer itself.  Beginning with Bishop Declan we will be 
guided through the course by a number of excellent speakers, both from within and outside 
the diocese. Full details can be found on  https://cliftondiocese.com/departments/adult-
education/liturgy-office or by phoning Richard Williams or Doreen Wyatt on 0117 902 5595.  
 
Red Missio Box Holders: If any Missio box holder would like their box counted before the end 
of the year, please bring it to the sacristy before or after Mass so it can be put in a safe place. 
Please make sure the box has your name on it. Missio needs to know the  total amount collect-
ed by St. Bon's for 2018 by December 31. Thank you, as always, for your continued generosity 
and support. 

FINANCE & FABRIC 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
Offertory total for the w/e 4th Nov  £396.69 
 
£710 
Standing 
Orders 
each week.   
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Veronica.  

Maria Alfano. 

 

If you would like to be named in the Newslet-

ter, please contact the Parish Office to give 

your consent so that it can be recorded.  

https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/4-134
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

St. Edmund of Abingdon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Edmund was a merchant and then became a 
monk and also the treasurer of Salisbury Cathe-

dral. Teaching Arts at Oxford University he was the 
first Oxford master to be officially canonised. He 

died in France on the way to see the Pope. 

WHAT’S ON? 

 

Book of Remembrance: Throughout No-
vember, this is available for us to record 
the names of those who have died 
whom we hold dear. 
 
St Bons Community Quiz Night: Novem-
ber 16th 7:30pm at St Bons Primary 
School. Why not come along and join us 
for our annual Quiz Night full of fun and 
laughter! There will be a bar and snacks 
for your refreshment. Teams of no more 
than 6 people at £10 per team. Contact 
the Parish office to book your team. Last 
few places remaining! 
 
Remembrance Mass: Friday 23rd No-
vember 7.00pm. For all those who have 
died since November 2017.  
 
Mass & Annual Blessing of the Ceme-
tery: Wednesday 28th November 
9.15am. 
 
Senior Citizens' Christmas Tea Party in 
the Presbytery following Mass with the 
Anointing of the Sick: Sun 2nd Dec. 
2.00pm. There will be people at the 
back of the church today for you to sign 
up so that we can organise the catering 
for this celebration. 
 
Christmas Carol Service: Friday 14th De-

cember at 7pm, followed by Mince pies 

in the Presbytery. More details to follow. 

 

Children's Christmas Nativity: 22nd De-

cember at 2pm followed by a children’s 

party afterwards. 

 

January: From the beginning of next 

year, we will be running our first Alpha 

course. More details to follow. 

OTHER NEWS 

 

Live Simply Thought of the Week: Stuck for ide-
as for a present for a friend or relative?  Why not 
have a tree planted in their name?  Trees are 
good for the environment in that they capture 
carbon but they are also crucial in some of the 
poorest communities, providing food, generating 
income and helping to keep their local land fer-
tile.   A Bristol charity, TreeAid, plants trees in 
the dry lands of Africa benefitting the local com-
munity and the whole world see https://
www.treeaid.org.uk/ .  CAFOD offers a ‘Trees for 
Life’ gift (https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/).  To 
dedicate a tree in the UK go to https://
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/   

TWEET OF THE WEEK 

https://www.treeaid.org.uk/
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LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

Ordinary Time Week 31 (Year B) 
 

Sunday 11th November 
Remembrance Sunday 
9.30am Mass Pro Pop 

6.00pm Mass Teresa & Cliff Hinchey R.I.P. 
  

Monday 12th November 
Memorial of St Josaphat, Bishop 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass In Thanksgiving 

  
Tuesday 13th November 

Weekday in Ordinary Time 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass Sheila Madden R.I.P. 
 

 Wednesday 14th November 
Memorial of the Beatified  

Martyrs of the Diocese 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass Geoff Barrett R.I.P. 
9.45am Holy Hour 

  
Thursday 15th November 

Weekday in Ordinary Time 
No Mass 

  
Friday 16th November 

Memorial of St Edmund of Abingdon 
11:45am Mass Fr Patrick Burke R.I.P. 

(Early Mass due to Quiz) 
 

 Saturday 17th November 
Memorial of St Hugh of Lincoln 

6.00pm Mass Sarah McKeogh R.I.P 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm 

 
Adoration: Monday at 10am after Mass and in 

hourly intervals until midnight on Tuesday.   
 

Please be aware of the Winter Mass time 
change: Sunday 7.00pm to 6.00pm. 

YEAR OF MISSION 
 

During this Year of Mission, Fr 
Christopher from the Dio-
cese’s Department for Adult 
Education and Evangelisation 
shares these thoughts with 
us: 
 
32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
This is such a beautiful narrative from Mark, 
the Jesus who notices even the little things. 
The poor widow with her two tiny coins is an 
echo of discipleship and the challenge that 
comes with following Jesus but she’s also a 
little glimpse of what is to come – Christ ech-
oes her gift and gives himself totally and com-
pletely, abandoning himself as gift to rely on 
God alone. Everything that he has to give is 
given to the Father just as the widow aban-
dons herself onto Providence. The cross which 
is growing clearer on the horizon for Jesus is 
that call to give everything. Jesus invites us to 
do the same in our discipleship: to hold noth-
ing back and to rely on God’s goodness, to 
abandon ourselves upon him in the faith and 
the trust that with him we will have every-
thing we need. 
 

PICTURE OF THE WEEK 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday Soup Lunch at 12 in the Presbytery: All 
are very welcome to come for a chat and share 
a simple lunch.  A donation is made to charity. 


