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This last week has been one of the busiest I have had in a long time, each day has been full. I love being
busy but I also love and crave space, quiet space and mental space, to reflect and ponder. I thrive on the
right balance of activity and space and this week the space has been limited, the activity has been plenty! On Monday the bizarre nature of all my activities struck me, I thought I had a few spare hours, so I
opened up my email inbox to check through some of my old emails and noticed how disconnected so
many of the things I do are to each other. The emails covered topics like youth work, diocesan functions,
school governance, writing a reference for someone, safeguarding, office admin, the Alpha course, charity work (my choice), hall bookings, building works, prison work, health and safety and the Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament rota. I was told in seminary that being a parish priest is like being a jack of all
trades and a master of none. My tutors were not wrong. Being a parish priest encompasses so many various roles, as well as being a pastor, confessor, spiritual director, you are a site manager/caretaker, boss,
school governor, leader. I never imagined when I was ordained that the vocation would demand so much
versatility.
This last week has been very varied. Last Sunday I had the joy of baptising four beautiful babies, each the
second child in their families - that was very special. Most of Monday after Mass was spent on administrative work, those emails took some ploughing through! On Tuesday I had the joy of visiting four of our
housebound parishioners in the afternoon after having met with a lighting engineer in the morning. On
Wednesday I had an Alpha planning meeting before Mass and after Mass, again, the office demanded
time and attention and the evening was spent in a finance meeting with our wonderful finance team. Friday I will celebrate John Placito’s Funeral and then in the evening, the Annual parish remembrance
mass. On Saturday I will be at Sacred Heart’s church for a marriage preparation day with our couples
who are getting married next year. I haven’t mentioned either that I am on call to the hospital this week
as well!
While I like being busy and enjoy much of what I am called to do I do realise that there needs to be some
proportion to all these demands. At times they can feel excessive and I think I know why. In the 1980’s
there were about 107 parishes in the Clifton diocese with over 150 diocesan priests, over 150 religious
priests (Monks) and plenty of Religious Sisters. Now we are running 107 parishes off of about 67 priests,
very few religious priests and about 10 religious sisters. While I thrive being a jack of all trades I do ask
myself how many more trades Jack will have to learn! What concerns me is that the priest simply becomes a manager and dispenser of sacraments not someone who has time to be with people. Being a
diocesan priest today in the UK demands a radical prioritising of tasks and often not a prioritising that
everyone in a parish would choose. What this situation does demand, which I do not think was the case
in the past, is that the priest relies heavily on the wonderful people in his parish. I know I need each of
you so much and I am astounded by the way that a number of people here at St Bon’s step up to the
plate. Some people in the parish work tirelessly, I find that truly humbling, inspiring and consoling. It is a
great privilege to be a priest. My belief is that as a church we have a very exciting future ahead and as a
parish the future is very exciting, as we work together we will achieve great things.
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OUR PARISH
R.I.P. Please pray for the repose of the soul of Irene Swann who passed away recently. Please also
keep in your prayers John Placito whose funeral took place on Friday.
Congratulations to Freya, Flora, Lucy and Thomas who were baptised here on Sunday. Welcome to
the family of God here at St. Bon’s.
Community Quiz: A massive thank you to everyone who made Friday night such a wonderful occasion, especially Tony Nelson for the great questions and Neta Roylance– Smith for the Bar. Thank you
to everyone who came and helped create such a fun atmosphere.
Praying the Rosary: The monthly Parish Rosary Prayer Group will meet on Tuesday December 4th at
2pm in the Dining Room. We will pray and discuss the Rosary and have a cup of tea. Contact Chris
07771161259. This will be our last meeting before Xmas so come and enjoy a mince pie! All welcome.
First Holy Communion 2019: Parents/Carers of Year 3 children who will be making their FHC next year
are invited to a meeting on 9th December at 10.45 a.m. in the parish hall.
Church Repository: Karen Nelson and Neta Roylance-Smith will be running the church repository every
Sunday after the 9.30am Family Mass until Christmas.
Holy Land: Having spoken with the Pilgrimage Company this week, it appears that if people are still interested in coming to the Holy Land in February, (16-23 February 2019) there is a possibility we can book
places. There is a group of 20 people going from the parish, including Fr Tom. You will be most welcome.

2nd Collection: 2nd December Poor Missions of the Diocese.

OUR COMMUNITY
200 Club: Thank you to all those who have renewed their membership and congratulations to the winners of
the November draw: £60 Paul O'Gallagher 176; £25 Ann Marie Nolan 7; £10 Paul and Ann Silverton 121.

Arise: An evening of English Retreat and Healing Service. Thursday 29th November 6-9pm at Sacred Heart, 28
Grange Court Road, BS9 4DR. Details on poster at back of Church.

Books for Tanzanian School: If you have any unwanted children's story books or exercise books to help a
school in Tanzania there is a box in the church porch for donations. Please leave suitable books in the
box before Sunday 9th December. Your support is greatly appreciated.

PLEASE PRAY FOR

FINANCE & FABRIC

Veronica.
Maria Alfano.
Celestina Onuoha
Nachtter Kaur
If you would like to be named in the Newsletter,
please contact the Parish Office to give your consent so that it can be recorded.

Thank you for your generosity!
Offertory totals for the w/e 11th & 18thNov TBC.

£710
Standing
Orders
each week.

WHAT’S ON?
Book of Remembrance: Throughout November, this is available for us to record the
names of those who have died whom we hold
dear.
Mass & Annual Blessing of the Cemetery:
Wednesday 28th November 9.15am.
Senior Citizens' Christmas Tea Party in the
Presbytery following Mass with the
Anointing of the Sick: Sun 2nd Dec. 1.45pm
pm. Please arrive in the church in good time
to enjoy the St. Bon's KS2 Choir who will greet
us in song from 1.45 - 2.00pm. Come and
meet friends old and new as a good start to
this Festive Season. There will be people at
the back of the Church today to sign up.
Global Healing - how our faith helps us to care
for our common home: Join us for a free and
inspiring evening of film, food & friendship responding together to Pope Francis’ call to care
for creation and to pass on a healthy planet to
our children’s children on Sunday, 2nd December, after the 6.00pm Mass.

Christmas services Mass Times
Carol Service: 14th Dec 7.00pm
Children’s Nativity Service: 22nd Dec 2.00pm
Christmas Eve Mass: (Vigil) 6.00pm
Midnight Mass: 12.00am
Christmas Day Mass: 9.30am

Christmas Carol Service: Friday 14th December at 7pm, followed by Mince pies in the
Presbytery. More details to follow.
Children's Christmas Nativity: 22nd December at 2pm followed by a children’s party
afterwards.

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St. Andrew
Saint Andrew was born in
6 BC in Galilee. He was
the brother of Simon Peter. A fisherman by trade,
he is the first-called disciple of Christ.He brought
St Peter to Christ, telling
him “We have found the
Messiah”.

TWEET OF THE WEEK

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Ordinary Time Week 34 (Year B)
Sunday 25th November
Christ the King
9.30am Mass Alexander Roylance-Smith
6.00pm Mass Kevin Spong R.I.P

Pope Francis hosted a Lunch for 1500 poor
people at St Peter’s Basilica on World day of
the Poor.

Monday 26th November
Weekday in Ordinary Time
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Fr Kevin Hennessy ints.
Tuesday 27th November
Weekday in Ordinary Time
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Neil Gallagher R.I.P.
Wednesday 28th November
Weekday in Ordinary Time
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Canon Martin Fitzpatrick

Do you know Jesus? Would you like to know
him better? Then come along to the Alpha
course! The Alpha Course will be starting here
at St Bon’s on 23rd January.

Live Simply Thought for the Week
In its latest Full Council meeting Bristol City
Council has declared a “climate emergency”
and has unanimously backed a commitment
to make the city carbon neutral by 2030. The
proposal comes as a UN report last month
said there are only 12 years left to reverse the
effects of climate damage and breakdown before they become irreversible.

Thursday 29th November
Weekday in Ordinary Time
No Mass
Friday 30th November
St Andrew, Apostle
7.00pm Mary Hone
Saturday 1st December
St Alexander Briant, Priest,
Martyr
6.00pm Mass Louise McGarvey
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm
Adoration: Monday at 10am after Mass and in
hourly intervals until midnight on Tuesday.
Holy Hour: Please note this will no longer take
place on Wednesday.
Please be note the Winter Mass time change:
Sunday 7.00pm to 6.00pm.

