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Everything has been going so well. I really should say ‘everything is going well’. We seem to
be in a really exciting and positive place as a Parish. We are about to begin Alpha, we have
our Carol Service coming up, we have new people joining us on a Sunday, we have eight couples wanting to get married next year, and we have a growing Social Media presence, what is
not to feel positive about? Well this week the ceiling fell down, literally.
Upstairs on my floor of the Presbytery there is a space which was originally the private chapel of the Franciscans. When the Franciscans left it was converted into offices for the Diocesan
Marriage Tribunal and when they moved it was then rented out to CAFOD. When I arrived in
the Parish, there was scaffolding around this area because a leak in the room was being fixed.
Well, three years on the leak has reappeared and the damage the ceiling suffered from that
first leak has been exposed by the current leak, and with the wind and rain the ceiling has literally shattered and come tumbling down. Fortunately there were only a few cans of paint
stored in the particular room where it happened. What has shocked me is how dented some
of the cans are now; the ceiling fell with real force.
I have noticed more and more how our buildings are showing their age. They are over a hundred years old and now this is beginning to tell. This is also on top of decades of neglect.
Work we have undertaken upstairs is the first in fifty years or so. To say our site has been left
in a poor state of repair is an understatement. Of course we are fighting back! Thanks to your
generosity and trust we have the Business Centre which is bringing in a necessary income.
But even this is tiny in comparison with the work that needs doing Some of it, like the church
lighting, is needed urgently. That is why in the new year we plan to expand the Business Centre. The first phase has been very successful with all seven of the offices filling up in a matter
of months. In the second phase we are looking to double the capacity of the centre. Please
say a prayer because we need Diocesan permission and some short term funding. If phase
two can go ahead I think I will sleep a little sounder at night. That said, I know that we are in
the Lord’s hands and that he will look after us so I should be sleeping soundly already!
To me the spiritual side of our community has always been and will always be the most important aspect of what happens here and where I will always put my energy. I have a strong
sense that that is where your passion lies too. Please keep doing what you do to make St
Bon’s an exciting place to live our faith and a wonderful place to welcome people to come
and experience the love of God.
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OUR PARISH
First Holy Communion 2019: Parents/Carers of Year 3 children who will be making their FHC next
year are invited to a meeting on 9th December at 10.45am in the parish hall.
Church Repository: Karen Nelson and Neta Roylance-Smith will be running the church repository
every Sunday after the 9.30am Family Mass until Christmas.
Mass with the Anointing of the Sick and Senior Citizens Christmas Tea Party: The St Bon's School
KS2 Choir opened the proceedings with some wonderful singing and it was lovely to have their delightful company. To experience the healing presence of the Lord through the Sacrament of the
Anointing and then be able to receive Holy Communion was a double Blessing much appreciated
by those present. To then move on into the presbytery to the accompaniment of some popular festive songs set the tone for an amazing tea party full of chatter and joy. Many thanks to all those
who enabled this occasion to be such a happy afternoon.
Adoration: There will be no adoration on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Years Eve or New
Years Day. Adoration will resume on 7th January.
OUR COMMUNITY
CAFOD’s World Gifts: Alternative charity gifts that transform lives. They are a fun and meaningful
way to give gifts to the people you love, and make a difference to some of the poorest communities
around the world at the same time. Each gift comes with a Christmas gift card and you can choose
from a great range, including sending a goat, building a business or helping a refugee child. See the
catalogues here at our parish or the CAFOD website - https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
Bristol Refugee Rights: Gloves of all sizes are needed by our members, many of whom feel the
cold badly. Please place in the BRR box in the church porch or contact Moira on 9245459 or Sue
on 9426882. Suitcases on wheels are also in great demand. Thank you for all your support over
the year.
livesimply Thought for the Week: Let us pray for this year's crucial UN climate talks (COP 24) taking place in Katowice, Poland At a time when reports are showing how important it is to limit
global warming to 1.5 degrees and how little time is left, it's vital that the negotiations are successful. Let us pray, too, for work to preserve biodiversity. We give thanks for scientists’ labours to
inform us and for churches and others showing leadership in engaging with environmental issues.

PLEASE PRAY FOR

LATEST VLOG

Veronica.
Maria Alfano.
Celestina Anuoha.
Nachtter Kaur.

A look into the Friday lunch served every week at St Bon's
for the community. All are welcome to come for a chat
and share a simple
lunch, with a donation made to charity. Head to our
YouTube channel
to watch it now: St
Bons Bristol.

If you would like to be named in the
Newsletter, please contact the Parish
Office to give your consent so that it
can be recorded.

WHAT’S ON?
Christmas Carol Service: Friday 14th December at 7pm, followed by Mince pies in the
Presbytery. More details to follow.
Children's Christmas Nativity: 22nd December at 2.00pm followed by a children’s party
afterwards. If anyone can help on the day,
please speak to Caroline or Neta!
Art Club: The Art Club will meet for the final
time for 2018 on 21st December and will
start again in 2019 on the 9th and 16th of
January. All are very welcome to either
come and do some art or play some board
games, puzzles etc. and have a drink and a
chat.
Welfare Group Meeting: Weds 23rd Jan
11.00am in the Dining Room to review the
arrangements that were made for the
Anointing of the Sick Mass & Senior Citizens'
Christmas Tea Party and to pray for and discuss visits to the sick, housebound & bereaved. If you know of anyone who would
welcome a visit contact Linda via the office.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES MASS TIMES
Carol Service: 14th Dec 7.00pm
Children’s Nativity Service: 22nd Dec
2.00pm
Christmas Eve Mass: (Vigil) 6.00pm
Midnight Mass: 12.00am
Christmas Day Mass: 9.30am
TWEET OF THE WEEK

PICTURES OF THE WEEK

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Advent Week 2 (Year C)
Sunday 9th December
Second Sunday of Advent
9.30am Mass Erick Leonardo Baiao de
Almeida R.I.P.
6.00pm Mass Pro Pop
Monday 10th December
Weekday of Advent
No Mass

The aftermath of the ceiling collapse!

Tuesday 11th December
Weekday of Advent
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Pamela Rose R.I.P.
Wednesday 12th December
Weekday of Advent
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Anne Power R.I.P
9.45am Holy Hour

Do you know Jesus? Would you like to know
him better? Then come along to the Alpha
course! The Alpha Course will be starting here
at St Bon’s on 23rd January.
SAINT OF THE WEEK
St. Lucy
Lucy or Lucia, whose
name means ‘light’,
was born and martyred in Syracuse, Sicily. Her death at the
hands of the Romans
under the Emperor
Diocletian resulted in
her becoming the patron saint of the
blind.

Thursday 13th December
Memorial of St. Lucy
No Mass
Friday 14th December
Memorial of St. John of the Cross
11:45am Bill & Marie Brodnox
7.00pm CAROL SERVICE
Saturday 15th December
Weekday of Advent
6.00pm Mass Pro Pop
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm
Adoration: Monday at 10am after Mass and
in hourly intervals until 8pm on Tuesday.
Please be aware of the Winter Mass time
change: Sunday 7.00pm to 6.00pm.

