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Thank you.
I would like to say a mahoooooosive thank you to everyone who makes St. Bon’s a wonderful community and such a fantastic place to be. We are working very hard to make our community a place of
welcome and a place where we actively talk about Jesus and share our faith, we have so much to be
proud of. So many people are pulling together to build our community and some work tirelessly to
make St. Bon’s a vibrant community.
My first thanks goes to the ‘Adorers’. These are the people who come each week, all year round to sit
for an hour of prayer before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Prayer is the foundation and source of
any parish renewal and I believe our weekly adoration is the main source of the renewal we are witnessing at St. Bon’s. Psalm 126 says ‘Unless the LORD builds the house, those who labour, labour in
vain’. We can build nothing if it is not built on the Lord and his will for our community. If you would
like to be part of this wonderful ministry in the parish, please contact us and we will put you in touch
with the Adoration team.

I could write out a long list of those who do so much to make our parish thrive, but I would miss
someone out and it might look like I have put the works in some sort of order of merit, so I am not
going to write out a long list. Suffice it to say that there are a number of people who give up their
precious time to help here at St Bon’s. There are the jobs that are visible like in the Liturgy but then
there are the many hidden jobs like brass cleaning for instance which are grubby and take time.
There are those who help with the huge amount of building work that needs doing and those who
help with the vast amounts of administrative work. The work closest to my heart after prayer is Evangelisation and outreach and there are a number of people who do so much in this area, including Alpha, care for the disadvantaged through the Prisoner Christmas Gift project, visiting the housebound
and in other ways.
I hope we are building a community where people feel welcomed and walked alongside on their journey through life. It is my dream that we become more of a community that whatever your back
ground you will feel welcomed and that we are here to walk alongside you, through the joys and sorrows that make up life.
A final thank you goes to you, for being part of our community. At the moment you may simply pop
in to Mass but we hope that as time goes on you will feel able to become a more committed member
of our community, welcoming others at St Bon’s in your turn. However often you come to St Bon’s
and whatever part you play in our community, thank you for being part of the amazing journey we
are on and choosing to make St Bon’s a place where you encounter God. I hope Christmas and New
Year will be for you a time and peace and happiness shared with family and friends.
God bless and Merry Christmas, Fr Tom
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OUR PARISH
R.I.P. Please pray for the repose of the soul of Celestina Onuoha who passed away recently
and also remember in your prayers her family both here in Bristol and in Nigeria.
R.I.P. There will be a Mass here at St. Bon's for the repose of the soul of Margaret Markowska.
Her wishes were for her Funeral Mass and the burial to take place in her Home County in Ireland.
Church Repository: Karen Nelson and Neta Roylance-Smith will be running the church repository every Sunday after the 9.30am Family Mass until Christmas.
Office Hours: The Parish Office will be closed over the Christmas period, reopening on Friday
4th January.

Mass for the Deceased Loved Ones of the Parish: 24th Dec 6.00pm. Intention of the
Poinsettia flowers to the deceased loved ones of the Parish.

OUR COMMUNITY

St Bons School Applications: The deadline for Reception September 2019 applications is 15th
January 2019. As well as applying online via the Council, a copy of your child’s Catholic baptism certificate can put you higher up the list of priority should the school be over subscribed.
Link to the Council’s application: https://www.bristol.gov.uk/schools-learning-early-years/
primary-admissions
St Bons School Governors: St Bons School are looking to recruit a Foundation governor to join
its governing body. If you are a practising Catholic, and you are interested in getting closely
involved in the running of the school , then please contact the Clerk, Alexandra Casley
(clerk.st.bonaventures@bristol-schools.uk) for more information. We are particularly looking
for people with management and HR experience, but all applicants welcome. If you would
like to find out more about the role, please let our Clerk know, or visit the Diocesan website:
http://www.catholiceducation.org.uk/guidance-for-schools/governance/item/1003607foundation-governor-infographic
PLEASE PRAY FOR

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

Veronica.
Maria Alfano.
Nachtter Kaur.
Reenie Slattery
If you would like to be named in the Newsletter, please contact the Parish Office to give
your consent so that it can be recorded.

Carols by Candlelight at St Bons

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St Stephen was one of the first
deacons of the Church and the
first martyr. Stephen gave his
life as a witness to Christ and
was denounced for blasphemy
and condemned and stoned to
death.
TWEET OF THE WEEK

WHAT’S ON?
Art Club: The Art Club will meet for the final time for 2018 on 19th December and
will start again in 2019 on the 9th and 16th
of January. All are very welcome to either
come and do some art or play some board
games, puzzles etc. and have a drink and a
chat.
Adoration: There will be no adoration on
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Years
Eve or New Years Day. Adoration will resume on 7th January.
Praying the Rosary: The monthly Parish
Rosary Prayer Group will meet on Tuesday
January 8th at 2pm in the Dining Room in
St Bonaventure's Presbytery. We will pray
and discuss the Rosary and have a cup of
tea. Contact Chris Searle 07771161259.
This will be our first meeting of 2019.All
welcome. Prayer requests most welcome.

YEAR OF PRAYER
As we prepare to journey into the diocesan Year
of Prayer, Fr Christopher from the Diocese’s Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation
shares these reflections with us.
CHRISTMAS
We come to crib and kneel before the image of
the infant Jesus. The word infant means literally
‘without speech’. God speaks his word to us silently. Before Jesus says a single word he silently
reveals to us the face of God and in the infant
Jesus we see that God is humble and gentle. That continues to be the way God speaks his
word to us. The Lord silently gives himself on the
Cross and in the Eucharist. As we sing in the carol ‘O little town of Bethlehem: ‘How silently,
how silently, the wondrous gift is given. So God
imparts to human hearts the blessings of his
heaven. No ear may hear his coming, but in this
world of sin, where meek souls will receive him,
still the dear Christ enters in’.

Welfare Group Meeting: Weds 23rd Jan
11.00am in the Dining Room to review the
arrangements that were made for the
Anointing of the Sick Mass & Senior Citizens' Christmas Tea Party and to pray for
and discuss visits to the sick, housebound &
bereaved. If you know of anyone who
would welcome a visit contact Linda via the
office.
Friday Soup Lunch: The soup lunch will resume on Friday 11th January. All are very
welcome to come for a chat and to share a
simple lunch. Fridays 12pm in the St Bon’s
Presbytery. A donation is made to charity
Alpha: Do you know Jesus?
Would you like to know him
better? Then come along to
the Alpha course! The Alpha
Course will be starting here
at St Bon’s on 23rd January.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Advent Week 4 (Year C)

Christmas Week 1 (Year C)

Sunday 23rd December
Fourth Sunday of Advent
9.30am Mass Pro Pop
6.00pm Mass Emmanuel Halwenge R.I.P.

Sunday 30th December
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
9.30am Mass Martin Ryan R.I.P.
6.00pm Mass Pro Pop

Monday 24th December
Weekday of Advent II
6.00pm Mass (Vigil) Deceased Loved Ones
of the Parish
12.00am Midnight Mass Private Intention

Monday 31st December
Seventh Day in the Octave of Christmas
No Mass

Tuesday 25th December
SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE
LORD
CHRISTMAS DAY
9:30am Christmas Day Mass Pro Pop
Wednesday 26th December
Feast of St. Stephen, the First Martyr
10:00am Mass David Power
Thursday 27th December
Feast of St. John, Apostle
No Mass

Friday 28th December
Feast of the Holy Innocents
7.00pm Mass Mullaney Family
Saturday 29th December
Feast of St. Thomas Becket, Bishop
6.00pm Mass Andrew Counsell R.I.P.
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm

Tuesday 1st January
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of
God
12:00pm Mass
Wednesday 2nd January
Memorial of Saints Basil the Great and
Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops
12:00pm Mass
Thursday 3rd January
Weekday of Christmas Time
No Mass
Friday 4th January
Weekday of Christmas Time
7.00pm Mass
7:30pm Holy Hour
Saturday 5th January
Weekday of Christmas Time
6.00pm Mass Bill Tully R.I.P.
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm
Adoration: No Adoration this week

Adoration: No Adoration this week

