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A Community of Missionary
Disciples With Contemplative Hearts
I am aware that the next few months are going to be exciting but they are also going to be important for our community as a whole. Not only are we launching Alpha and going to the Holy
Land, but we have begun the process of appointing a new Head Teacher for our primary school. For
those of you who don’t know, and why would you, we have a very big primary school attached to
the parish. In fact, the school came first. When the Franciscan friars arrived in the 1840’s they established a school and built a community, and then built the church. That was the common practice
for parish building in those days. Over the last century the school and parish have had an inseparable relationship.
We have a fantastic school and that is due in no small part to our wonderful Head Teacher Mrs
Charles. Mrs Charles is a warm and sensitive personality who is a joy to be with and under her 18
years of leadership our school has been transformed. To the best of my knowledge we have been
rated as consistently ‘Good’ by OFSTED and the school has gone from being a shabby 1970’s edifice
to being the stunning facility it now is for our children. Much blood, sweat and sacrifice has been
given over Mrs Charles’ 18 years at the helm. 18 years seems to be a long time; I was just starting
my training to be a Priest when Mrs Charles started. Over that 18 years many of you and members
of your families have been dedicated at St. Bon’s. Mrs Charles has so much to be proud of. That is
what makes appointing her successor such a daunting responsibility.
That said, as governors of the school, we are very aware that we have a responsibility to appoint a
Head Teacher for the years ahead not the years past. Education and particularly Catholic education
is facing many challenges. A shortage of Catholic teachers is probably the biggest challenge but also
like many other schools we are facing the reality of ‘cuts’ to our budget and the push for us to collaborate ever more closely with schools near and far. A specific problem for our school is the
shrinking of the indigenous Catholic community that has populated our school for decades. As governors we know we need a Head Teacher who will lead us through these challenges whilst maintaining the lovely atmosphere which characterises our school today.
The next few months are going to be exciting but also very important for the direction of our community in the years ahead. Please keep the school and the governors in your prayers during this
process and please pray for Mrs Charles as she prepares for a well earned retirement, it must be a
very difficult transition to make and we owe her a profound debt of gratitude for all she has done
for our community over the years.
Fr Tom
Why is the crib still up? There is a tradition, particularly in Bethlehem, that the Holy Family ‘hung
around’ Bethlehem for a while after the birth of Jesus. If Mary has just given birth why wouldn’t she
stay for a rest, why would the wise men who had travelled all that way rest up and enjoy their new
surroundings for a while? It is a tradition of the church for the crib to stay up until the feast of the
presentation of the Lord on 2nd Feb. So please enjoy our crib for a week or two more, maybe say a
prayer there with your children or go a say hello to the Holy Family!
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OUR PARISH
Poinsettias: If you would like to take a poinsettia plant home from the Church, please help
yourself. Thank you to those who helped make the Church look festive and raise over £800.
Rosaleen McMahon: Our sincerest apologies go out to Rosaleen & family for the incorrect
Mass intention published in last week’s newsletter.
Social media ambassadors: We are searching for a team of ambassadors who attend regular
Parish & Church events to capture moments for our Social Media—contact Laura at the Parish
Office if you are interested!
OUR COMMUNITY
Bristol Refugee Rights: Gloves of all sizes are needed by our members, many of whom feel
the cold badly. Please place in the BRR box in the church porch or contact Moira on 9245459
or Sue on 9426882. Suitcases on wheels are also in great demand. Thank you for all your support over the year.
CYMFed Flame: The biggest Catholic Youth Event in the UK. It takes place on Saturday 2 nd
March 2019 at Wembley Arena. All young people of Secondary school age are invited to join
Bishop Declan and thousands of young people from across the UK at the fantastic event. To
buy your ticket visit www.cliftondiocese.com and click on the Flame logo. Download the
booking forms and parental consent, send them in to us and we’ll confirm your place! Email:
youth@cliftondiocese.com for more information.
Arise: An evening of English Retreat and Healing Service. It will be held on Friday, 18th January from 6pm-8:30pm at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 28 Grange Court Road, Westbury on
Trym, Bristol, BS9 4DR. The evening will comprise of Praise and Worship, Word of God sharing
and Adoration.
Live Simply thought for the week: Have you made any resolutions to live more simply in
2019? For inspiration, watch GLOBAL HEALING - how our faith helps us to care for our common home, a film produced by the Catholic faith exploration film company
www.ourcommonhome.co.uk/main-session
PLEASE PRAY FOR
Veronica.
Maria Alfano.
Nachtter Kaur.
Reenie Slattery.
Pat Kissane.
If you would like to be named in the Newsletter, please contact the Parish Office to
give your consent so that it can be recorded.

OFFERTORY
Thank you for your generosity!
Offertory total for the w/e 6th Jan £471.63

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

WHAT’S ON?

Art Club: The Art Club continues on
the 16th of January and then the 1st
and 3rd Wednesday of the month 1011:30am. All are very welcome to either come and do some art or play
some board games, puzzles etc. and
have a drink and a chat.

Bishopston Peace Dove is front page news! Check it
out here: https://www.bishopstonvoice.co.uk/
bishopston-peace-dove-flies-by-st-bons

YEAR OF PRAYER
As we prepare to journey into the diocesan Year
of Prayer, Fr Christopher from the Diocese’s Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation
shares these reflections with us.
BAPTISM OF THE LORD
We hold onto the season of epiphanies for a little
longer as we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord.
For St Luke, we find Jesus at prayer as he receives
the outpouring of God’s Spirit. This beautiful feast
gives us chance to reflect upon our own baptism,
not so much as something that took place
however many years ago, but something – an
encounter – that we try to live out each and every
day. Find a moment where you can be at prayer
this weekend. Reflect upon God’s favour resting
upon you. Ponder God’s Spirit at work within you
and know yourself loved by the Father. Our
baptism is a real encounter with God – Father,
Son, and Spirit – but it reminds us that because of
our baptism, because of the Spirit poured into us,
we are called to be an encounter with God for
others... that is our mission, yes! But its a mission
simply because we know and experience the
outpouring of the Father’s love in our lives. That’s
something to be thankful for today.

Welfare Group Meeting: Weds 23rd
Jan 11.00am in the Dining Room to review the arrangements that were
made for the Anointing of the Sick
Mass & Senior Citizens' Christmas Tea
Party and to pray for and discuss visits
to the sick, housebound & bereaved. If
you know of anyone who would welcome a visit contact Linda via the
office.
Friday Soup Lunch: All are very welcome to come for a chat and to share
a simple lunch. Fridays 12pm in the St
Bon’s Presbytery. A donation is made
to charity;
Alpha: Do you know Jesus? Would you
like to know him
better? Then come
along to the Alpha
course! The Alpha
Course will be starting
here at St Bon’s on
23rd January.
PARISH AGM: An update to Parishioners on what’s happening at St Bons.
Sunday 3rd Feb 4pm in the Parish Hall.
We would like as many Parish groups
as possible to be included. If you
would like to take part or for information then please contact the Parish
Office.

TWEET OF THE WEEK

LITURGY SCHEDULE
OT Time Week 1 (Year C)
Sunday 13th January
The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
9.30am Mass Alfred Pereira R.I.P.
6.00pm Mass Pro Pop
Monday 14th January
Weekday in Ordinary Time
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Peggy Loftus R.I.P.
Tuesday 15th January
Weekday in Ordinary Time
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Aperghi Family & Gordon
Gregory R.I.P.

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St. Anthony

Wednesday 16th January
Weekday in Ordinary Time
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Matthew & Emma Hale &
Family R.I.P
(4G at Mass)
Thursday 17th January
Memoria of St. Anthony, Abbot
No Mass
Friday 18th January
Weekday in Ordinary Time
7.00pm Mass Margaret Markowska R.I.P.

Born in Upper Egypt in 251, Anthony lived in
complete solitude in a deserted fort. He suffered
many temptations, both physical and spiritual.
Disciples gathered around him attracted by his
holiness and wisdom. He left his solitude to
guide his disciples from his monastery to Alexandria to encourage the confessors. He is regarded
as the Patriarch of Monks and healer of both
men and animals.

Saturday 19th January
Memorial of St. Wulstan, Bishop
6.00pm Mass Margaret Markowska R.I.P.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm
Adoration: Monday at 10am after Mass
through to 8pm on Tuesday.

