
ST BONAVENTURE’S NEWSLETTER 
 

A Community of Missionary  
Disciples With Contemplative Hearts 

This week I met with a wonderful lady called Rosie Holley, those of you who follow me on Twitter 
will know who she is. Rosie is the founder ‘Beloved’, a charity which reaches out to women who 
work in massage parlours. These are not the type of parlours that offer hot stone treatments but 
rather ‘Thai showers’ and ‘hot tub’ facilities. How do I know? I had the privilege of going out with 
Rosie and one of her teams in the summer supporting the women who went into the parlours to 
talk with the women inside. The work of Beloved is very difficult because they are encounter 
women in hidden situations where shame and fear are often very present. One of Rosie’s hot top-
ics is ‘if women are working in parlours of their own free choice, how come so many find it impos-
sible to leave that industry’? It is a very sobering point. For many of us it can be hard to leave a 
job, whether we like it or not, but often with the support of loved one we can make that move. 
For many of the women Rosie and her teams encounter, leaving does not seem like an option. 
When Beloved go out to the parlours they take goodie bags with them, with cup cakes and other 
gifts to let the women they are special and loved, hence the name Beloved. 
 
Jesus spent a considerable amount of time with women who worked in the sex trade. It seems 
crazy to say this but the scriptures relay this point a number of times. What more when faced by 
his critics, he says that the sex workers are more likely to get into heaven than the scribbles and 
Pharisees, it sounds scandalous. But he said it and he is our God, our saviour and redeemer. As a 
Priest I may consider it part of my calling to hang out with sex workers, I would only be doing 
what my Lord did and as his priest, shouldn't I be doing that? Well for this Priest, and I am sure for 
many of my brothers, the answer is no. It is probably not an environment I would survive particu-
larly well in. Even going out in the car with Rosie and her team in the summer left me feeling con-
flicted, saddened, angry and raw. It is no coincidence that most of Rosie’s team are made up of 
women and it is women only who go in to the parlours with the goodie bags. It is a great thing to 
witness these women doing this essential work of Our Lord. But just because one is not directly 
involved does not mean that one cannot be involved. 
 
In Tolkien’s, ‘The Lord of the Rings’ the little Hobbit Frodo had the burden of carrying the ring to 
Mount Doom. But he had a whole host of others who were involved in various different ways. I 
would love it if our Parish could be involved in helping Rosie and Beloved. Maybe some of our 
women might feel called to the front line work Rosie does and maybe other to help bake cup 
cakes and help provide items for the goodie bags. For my part I will put Beloved in the top inten-
tions on my daily prayer list asking God to give every one who works there the Grace they need 
each day and of course I will be praying for the women who work in the parlours that they may 
know the profound love that God has for them and the special place he has marked for them in 
his Kingdom! 
 
If you would like further information go to http://beloved.org.uk. 
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OUR PARISH 
 
R.I.P. Please pray for the repose of the soul of Pat O'Brien who passed away recently. 
Many of you will have fond memories of Pat who worked tirelessly for our community 
before retiring to St. Joseph's Home more recently. Funeral details to follow. 
 
First Holy Communion: The deadline for FHC applications is 21st January. 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 
Joining the Priesthood: If you are interested then come along to the Apostle Room in 
Clifton Cathedral on Sunday 17th February from 12.30 pm until 1.30 pm. 
 
Irish Dance: An Irish dance will be held at St Teresa's Social Club on Saturday 9th Febru-
ary 8 - 12 pm. Music provided by Sean Dunne. Tickets are available from Mary Wall con-
tact no: 0793 8647 362 priced at £7. Tickets can also be purchased on the door. 
 
Vacancy: OPAS Support Administrator. The Diocese is currently rolling out a new online 
accounting system (OPAS) for all of its 107 parishes. Additional support is needed in the 
Finance team over the next twelve months to help train and support parishes with the 
new system, as well as general administrative support within the Finance team to allow 
other members of the team to work on this project. Full training on OPAS will be provid-
ed. The role is a full-time, fixed term contract for twelve months, salary up to £22,000 
depending on experience. Interviews will take place in late January/ early February. The 
role is based at Alexander House, Bristol but there may occasionally be a need to travel 
to parishes throughout the Diocese. The deadline for applications is Monday 28th Janu-
ary.   
 
livesimply Thought for the Week: The Bishops of England and Wales invite us to make 
this Sunday a day of prayer for peace and to reflect on the theme Pope Francis has cho-
sen for the annual World Day of Peace with the challenging title: ‘Good politics serves 
peace’.  For reflections on this very topical theme, go to  www.paxchristi.org.uk  
 

OFFERTORY  
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
Offertory total for the w/e 13th Jan £381.29 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Veronica.  
Maria Alfano. 
Nachtter Kaur. 

Reenie Slattery. 
Pat Kissane. 

 
If you would like to be named in the News-
letter, please contact the Parish Office to 

give your consent so that it can be recorded.  

http://www.paxchristi.org.uk/


WHAT’S ON? 
 

Art Club: The Art Club continues on 
the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the 
month 10-11:30am.  All are very wel-
come to either come and do some 
art or play some board games, puz-
zles etc. and have a drink and a chat. 
 
Welfare Group Meeting: Please note 
the change of venue for Weds 23rd 
Jan at 11.00am - The Parish Sitting 
Room & not the Dining Room. 
 
Friday Soup Lunch: All are very wel-
come to come for a chat and to share 
a simple lunch.  Fridays 12pm in the 
St Bon’s Presbytery.  A donation is 
made to charity; 
 
Alpha: Do you know 
Jesus? Would you 
like to know him 
better? Then come 
along to the Alpha 
course! The Alpha 
Course will be starting here at St 
Bon’s on 23rd January.  
 
Holy Land Pilgrimage: There will be a 
meeting on Sunday 27th January at 
11am in the Presbytery (sitting room) 
to discuss final travel arrangements 
for our trip. 
 
PARISH AGM: An update to Parish-
ioners on what’s happening at St 
Bons. Sunday 3rd Feb 4pm in the Par-
ish Hall. We would like as many Par-
ish groups as possible to be included. 
If you would like to take part or for 
information then please contact the 
Parish Office. 
 

YEAR OF PRAYER 
 

As we prepare to journey into the diocesan Year 
of Prayer, Fr Christopher from the Diocese’s De-
partment for Adult Education and Evangelisation 
shares these reflections with us. 
 
SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
 
The epiphanies carry on... this time at Cana. 
Here is the first of Jesus’ signs. They reveal to us 
who Jesus is. What could be seen as a clear re-
minder of unworthiness and brokenness (water) 
is transformed into a symbol of rejoicing and 
presence (wine). Maybe there’s something of a 
new weddedness that it to take place between 
God and his people once again... in Jesus. 
Mary’s presence and, indeed, her ‘instructions’ 
to the servants give us food for our own prayer: 
do whatever he tells you. The Lord calls us close 
to him and as we open ourselves up to him, as 
we seek to encounter him through prayer, we 
seek to do his will. Prayer can be an abandon-
ment to the will of God, a letting go so as to let 
God come flooding into our lives. And as we see 
from the wine at Cana, God always brings an 
abundance! 

 

PICTURE OF THE WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday wishes at last week’s Friday soup lunch! 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

OT Time Week 2 (Year C) 
 

Sunday 20th January 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.30am Mass Deceased Members of Fati-
mas Family 

6.00pm Mass Pro Pop 
  

Monday 21st January 
Memorial of St. Agnes, Virgin, Martyr 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass Ned Gallagher R.I.P.  

  
Tuesday 22nd January 

Weekday in Ordinary Time 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass Chris & Peter Searle & Veroni-
ca Hayfield (Special Intention) 

 
 Wednesday 23rd January 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass Tom Millar R.I.P. 

  
Thursday 24th January 

Memoria of St. Francis de Sales 
No Mass 

  
Friday 25th January 

Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul 
7.00pm Mass For all our Social Media Fol-

lowers 
 

 Saturday 26th January 
Memorial of Sts Timothy & Titus 

6.00pm Mass Pro Pop 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm 

 
Adoration: Monday at 10am after Mass 

through to 8pm on Tuesday.   

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

St. Agnes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Agnes of Rome was born in 291 AD. Aged 
around 13, Agnes was beheaded for refusing 

to deny God and marry.  

 

The name ‘Agnes’ means lamb-life and there-
fore her principle emblem since the 6th cen-

tury has been a lamb.  

 

On her feast in Rome, lambs are blessed 
which produce the wool from which pallia for 
metropolitan archbishops are woven by the 

nuns of St. Agnes convent. 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 

 


