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A Community of Missionary
Disciples With Contemplative Hearts
There is so much to be grateful for at the moment: We have just started our first Alpha and it was a
wonderful evening, and we are drawing up plans to develop the second phase of the Business Centre.
That said it has been a hard week, especially if you are hanging out on Twitter. Twitter is my favourite
social media platform. I firmly believe that engaging with social media is worthwhile. But just because
it is worthwhile and important, it does not mean that the social media world is always a nice place to
hang out. This is particularly the case for the Catholic social media world. This week it exploded over
the apparent confrontation between a boy and a man in the ‘March for Life’ in America. Until that incident occurred I was quite enjoying Twitter.
I was first alerted to the story on Sunday morning last week. Someone who I like on Twitter posted
that a white boy had confronted a Native American man. The story played out that the racist boy was
confronting and mocking the Native American man and there was video evidence. Post after post
kept coming in saying how bad it was. But then by about lunchtime on Sunday a new series of tweets
came in pointing out that there was a second video which contradicted the first. The man had approached the boy, in fact the man could have walked around the boy but instead chose to stand in
front of him banging a drum and singing in his face, the boy stood firm and also could have moved.
This ‘confrontation’ lasted no more than a minute or 2 but was causing outrage in America. With the
new second video a whole new stream of tweets appeared condemning the people who had originally condemned the boy earlier in the day.
What I conclude from that exhausting day is that America seems to be in a bad way at the moment,
particularly Catholic America. The abuse scandals have rocked the Church there and people are feeling raw. The ‘confrontation’ between Nick Sandman (boy) and Nathan Phillips (man) was actually a
highly complex issue. The boy was a minor but he was white, Catholic and wearing one of Trumps
‘Make America Great Again’ caps. The man was elderly and a Native American. The event was a Catholic Pro-Life March, a movement that Trump has now aligned himself with. Catholic’s who believe in
‘The March for Life’ felt the boy misrepresented them, those who hate the March for Life felt the boy
summed up the march. The Catholic authorities were quick to condemn the boy but were later accused of acting too quickly to please the main stream media. Some Catholics still denounce the boy,
others defend him. It is a complex case and it shows how fragile public opinion in America is. That
said, people who use Twitter (me included) seem to have strong opinions. Was what I was seeing the
expressions of the super opinionated? Maybe. But I was left feeling shocked by the days events.
There is plenty to disturb us in politics and current affairs at the moment but it essential as followers
of Christ that we keep our minds focussed on the Lord. That is why being grateful is so important. In
practicing gratitude we are looking at the Lord and his many gifts to us, we are responding to his graciousness and bounty towards us. We have a choice, we make the problems of the world our focus or
we can chose to remain focussed on the Lord and by doing so we can be joyful in the midst of a world
which in part is confused and divided. Our witness as followers of Christ has never been more important than it is now.
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OUR PARISH
Holy Land Prayer Intentions: If you have any prayers intentions that you would like to be
offered during a Mass on the Parish Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, there will be a box available
at the back of Church from this Saturday evening.
Lost Property: Lost property will be kept in the print room until the end of February 2019.
After this any unclaimed items will go to charity.
Fr Tom’s Vlog: Fr Tom’s latest vlog is now available on our YouTube page (St Bons Bristol). Fr
Tom discusses the topic of whether Catholics should do Alpha! Click here to watch: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=St-sUO3GaoU&t=38s
OUR COMMUNITY
livesimply Thought for the Week: Unwanted tools and equipment cluttering up your garage
and cupboards? These can be put to good use by the charity Work Aid where a team of volunteers refurbish tools and send them to vocational training projects in Africa and the
UK. For details see https://workaid.org/ or ring 01494 775220
Spiritual Enlightenment and Renewal Programme: Thursday 7th February at Our Lady of
Lourdes, Ross Road, Newent, GL18 1BG. A series of talks about peoples journeys with prayer
and how it helps them in their vocations and life.
Camino Portugues: Rev Colin Jones, is organising a 7 night pilgrimage from 18 -25th September
2019. It will be by coach from Porto along the Spiritual Variant of the Camino Portugués to
Santiago, where there would be an organised visit to the Cathedral and the newly restored
Pórtico de la Gloria, and then on to Muxía. If you would like to register interest please email
Colin on pacharan@btinternet.com
Vocations Weekend for Young Women: 15-17 Feb 2019, organised by the sisters, Faithful
Companions of Jesus (FCJ). If you are wondering if God is calling you to religious life and
would like to find out more why not come along?
Contact Sr Lynne fcJ
at lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit our website www.fcjsisters.org.

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Veronica.
Maria Alfano.
Nachtter Kaur.
Reenie Slattery.
Pat Kissane.
If you would like to be named in the Newsletter, please contact the Parish Office to
give your consent so that it can be recorded.

OFFERTORY
Thank you for your generosity!
Offertory total for the w/e 20th Jan TBC

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

WHAT’S ON?
Art Club: The Art Club continues on
the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the
month 10-11:30am. All are very welcome to either come and do some art
or play some board games, puzzles
etc. and have a drink and a chat.

Alpha started this Wednesday in the Parish.
Photo: Angela Parry
YEAR OF PRAYER
As we prepare to journey into the diocesan Year of
Prayer, Fr Christopher from the Diocese’s Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation
shares these reflections with us.
THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
When we come to Mass and gather to celebrate
the Eucharist, we come to encounter the Lord who
is truly with us, truly among us. In the word that is
proclaimed God speaks to his people. The readings are not there just to fill the gaps or stretch
out our time together. We truly come to encounter the Lord who reveals himself to us in his word.
We find Ezra the priest reading to the people from
the book of the Law, reminding God’s people that
he is with them, he is near to them, close to them,
and he loves them. And its Jesus who proclaims
God’s word to those in the Synagogue at Nazara.
Filled with the Spirit of God, God’s very word becomes Jesus’ mission – to proclaim Good News,
liberty, sight, freedom, God’s graciousness. God’s
still speaks to us in his word. Do we listen? Are we
listening? Are we open to what God might be saying to us? Are we open to allowing God to encounter us and draw us into greater friendship with the
One who is never far from us?

Friday Soup Lunch: All are very welcome to come for a chat and to share
a simple lunch. Fridays 12pm in the St
Bon’s Presbytery. A donation is made
to charity;
Holy Land Pilgrimage: There will be a
meeting on Sunday 27th January at
11am in the Presbytery (sitting room)
to discuss final travel arrangements
for our trip.
PARISH AGM: An update to Parishioners on what’s happening at St Bons.
Sunday 3rd Feb 4pm in the Parish Hall.
We would like as many Parish groups
as possible to be included. If you
would like to take part or for information then please contact the Office.

Adoration Meeting: Sunday 10th Feb
3pm. A whole group adoration in the
church for half an hour, followed by a
discussion in the presbytery about the
plans to extend adoration and to
share ideas on how people spend
their time during adoration. We will
then have time for tea, cake and chat.
The meeting is for all people currently
involved in adoration, but we would
warmly welcome anyone who would
like to find out more about this wonderful practice. Any questions contact
Cecilia Browne (07812569631 or ceciliabrowne1@gmail.com).

TWEET OF THE WEEK

LITURGY SCHEDULE
OT Time Week 3 (Year C)
Sunday 27th January
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.30am Mass John Bullock R.I.P.
6.00pm Mass Reenie Slattery
Monday 28th January
Memorial of St. Thomas Aquinas
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Pat O’Brien R.I.P.

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St. John Bosco
Born in the Diocese
of Turin in 1815,
John (also known as
Giovanni Melchiorre
Bosco and popularly
known
as
Don
Bosco) was brought
up by his mother in
extreme poverty.
He founded the Salesian Order to educate
boys and young men of working class, and
provide shoe making and tailoring training.
He also founded the Salesian bulletin which
has been published without interruption
since and currently circulates in 30 languages.
St. John Bosco was renowned for dealing with
difficult youths without punishment as he
had a gentle and effective firmness.

When he died in 1888, a crowd of 40,000 visited his body. St John Bosco is the patron
saint of apprentices, editors and publishers,
schoolchildren, magicians, and juvenile delinquents.

Tuesday 29th January
Weekday in Ordinary Time
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Joy Rigg & Derek Walter R.I.P.
Wednesday 30th January
Weekday in Ordinary Time
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.15am Mass Derek Walter R.I.P.
Thursday 31st January
Memorial of St. John Bosco
No Mass
Friday 1st February
Weekday in Ordinary Time
7.00pm Mass Deceased Members of Dolan
Family
Saturday 2nd February
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord
6.00pm Mass Sarah McKeogh R.I.P.
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm
Adoration: Monday at 10am after Mass
through to 8pm on Tuesday.

