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Just over a week ago we were marked with an ash cross as the beginning of our Lenten jour-
ney. The cross, the sign of Christ’s death, shows our desire to follow him ‘take up your cross 
and follow me’: Mt 16:24. The Ash is an ancient symbol of fasting and penance. When the 
prophet Jonah went to call the Ninivites to repentance, they fasted and covered themselves 
with ash Jon: 3:6. Repentance is connected to sin which we understand to be connected to 
death, sin leads to death. That is why when the Priest marks the Ash cross on our foreheads on 
Ash Wednesday he says either ‘repent and believe in the Gospel’ or ‘remember you are dust 
and to dust you shall return.’ Both phrases remind us either of sin or death. The Church wants 
Lent to be for us a time to reflect on our sinfulness as we prepare for the mercy of the cross 
and a time where we ponder our death in the light of the new life of the resurrection of Jesus 
at Easter. We are sinners in need of forgiveness and mortal being in need of new life. This focus 
of Lent goes directly against the spirit of our age. 
 
In modern British society death seems to have become a taboo. A few years ago I buried a 
woman six months after she had died, her family couldn’t bear to say goodbye or agree on 
how to do so. They could not accept the finality of death. At football matches when an old club 
legend dies they receive a minute or two of applause, we want to celebrate their life rather 
than silently respect their death. The sparsity of queues of confession in our churches suggest 
that many Catholics do not believe they sin or that they are too afraid to do anything about it. 
Sin is an uncomfortable word today. It sounds accusatory: that we are wrong. It is bad to say 
that, so today we either ignore out wrongdoings or explain them always as psychological phe-
nomena. Once at a funeral, maybe ten years ago, I mentioned that the person we were burying 
was a sinner in need of God’s mercy. At the grave side a women came up to me and almost 
hissed at me ‘you didn’t know Jim, he was no sinner!’ We are all sinners, Jim was not special 
nor an exception, but what that lady understood me to have said was probably that Jim was a 
bad man. When we lose sight of sin we stop understanding what it means, simply that we put 
a barrier between us and God. Jesus came to pull that barrier down. 
 
Lent looks towards Easter. Reflecting on our sinfulness prepares us humbly and lovingly to ac-
cept the atoning sacrifice of Christ on the cross, and of our need for forgiveness, of his need to 
die for us. Pondering our death make us realise our need for the new life of the resurrection he 
offers us in his glorious resurrection. Despite being sinners we are loved by God to our core, 
despite our mortality we are offered eternal life! 
 
Our Lenten practices of fasting and penance are done to help us repent from our sin and turn 
to God. We do them to acknowledge our weakness and our need of our creator and Heavenly 
Father. I hope that this lent is for all of us a journey back to the heart of the father through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus his son, our Lord.       Fr Tom 
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OUR PARISH 
 
R.I.P. Please remember Maria Mosley whose funeral takes place at Canford on the 19th 
March at 3:45pm. 
 
Fr Tom’s Vlog: Fr Tom’s latest vlog is now available on our YouTube page (St Bons Bris-
tol). Fr Tom discusses Divine Renovation. Click here to watch: https://youtu.be/
XllcRjd7NyM 
 
Special collection: CAFOD Lent Fast Day Collection 16th and 17th March.  
 
Change of Mass Time: Please be aware of the Summer Mass time change: Sunday 6.00pm 
to 7.00pm from 31st March. 

 
Alpha: Our next Alpha Course is beginning in May. If you have never been on one before 
and if you’re interested in learning more about Jesus and your faith, we’d love to see 
you. 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 
St Bons School: Tickets for this year’s St Bonaventure's school drama production, 
'Oliver', will be on sale after this Sunday morning's mass, (17th March), or from 3.15pm 
at the school on Monday 18th March. All are welcome to come along and see another 
fantastic show by the talented members of St Bonaventure's school Drama club. Perfor-
mances will be in the school hall and will be on: Tues 26th March matinee @ 3.30pm, 
Weds 27th March matinee @ 3.30pm, Thurs 28th March evening @ 6.30pm, Fri  29th 
March evening @ 6.30pm. Ticket prices: Matinees: £3 adults, £2 children. Evenings: £4 
adults; £3 children; there are very few evening tickets left. 
 
livesimply Thought for the Week: CAFOD's Lent Fast Day appeal focuses on Mahinur, a 
woman who lives in Bangladesh. This is a  country of 140 million people, most of whom 
live on less than $2 a day, which has taken in 700,000 refugees.It is already suffering the 
ravages of climate change, with increased numbers and severity of droughts, floods and 
cyclones.Please  donate what you can in the Fast Day envelope, and fill in the Gift Aid 
form if you are a tax payer to allow CAFOD to reclaim your tax. 
 
RED MISSIO BOX HOLDERS: The Missio Spring Newsletter is now available from the ta-
ble in the church porch. Please help yourselves to a copy. 
 
CCS Family Fun Day: Saturday 30 March – 1.00 – 4.00pm  (£5 adults suggested dona-
tion / children free) Come and enjoy the fun of the fair inside the fabulous St Mary Red-
cliffe Church. There will be a variety of activities for both adults and children to enjoy in-
cluding a raffle, cake sale, traditional faire stalls and the exciting Teddy Bear Parachute 
Jump from the roof of the church! The 'Melody Makers' pop choir will be performing at 
the event between 2-2.30pm and 3-3.30pm.   



WHAT’S ON? 
 

Art Club: The Art Club continues on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month 10-
11:30am.  All are very welcome to either 
come and do some art or play some 
board games, puzzles etc. and have a 
drink and a chat. 
 
Friday Soup Lunch: All are very welcome 
to come for a chat and to share a simple 
lunch. Fridays 12pm in the St Bon’s Pres-
bytery.  A donation is made to charity. 
 
Praying the Rosary: The monthly Parish 
Rosary Revival Prayer Group will meet on 
Tuesday 2nd April at 2pm in the Dining 
Room in St Bonaventure's Presby-
tery .We will pray and discuss the rosary 
and have a cup of tea. Contact Chris 
Searle 07771161259. All welcome. 
 
Mass of the Resurrection: Easter Satur-
day 20th April at 9pm.  
 
SAVE THE DATE! St. Bonaventure's Feast 
Day 2019 will be Sunday 14th July. 

YEAR OF PRAYER 
 

As we prepare to journey into the diocesan 
Year of Prayer, Fr Christopher from the Dio-
cese’s Department for Adult Education and 
Evangelisation shares these reflections with 
us. 
 
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
 
Anyone who has climbed any sort of moun-
tain knows the joy which can come when en-
countering the view at the top. The same is 
true for the disciples when they see Jesus 
transfigured. This experience gives them an 
insight into the very nature of Christ’s divini-
ty. They want to hold onto it, but Jesus 
knows the path he is about to take. Con-
scious of this, Jesus allows the disciples an 
experience which will remind them of the 
goodness of God when faced with utter des-
olation. This moment of grace is what St. Ig-
natius calls, ‘consolation’.  The disciples will 
need to remember this experience when 
they see Jesus not transfigured on the moun-
tain but decimated on the Cross. As we pray 
this week, let us reflect upon and remember 
the moments of grace we have experienced 
in life and give thanks for their capacity to 
see us through the difficult times. 

PICTURE OF THE WEEK 

A big thank you to everyone at Sunday evening 
Mass last week—thanks to you we were able 

to capture fantastic social media content! 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Veronica. Maria Alfano. Anna McGinn. 
Nachtter Kaur. Kathleen Ward. Reenie 

Slattery. Pat Kissane. Reena James. 
 

If you would like to be named in the 
Newsletter, please contact the Parish Of-
fice to give your consent so that it can be 

recorded.  

Stations of the Cross  & Confessions 
 

Stations of the Cross will be every Friday 
at 6.15pm during Lent. 

Confession will be immediately after 
every weekday Mass during Lent. 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

Lent Week 2 (Year C) 
 

Sunday 17th March 
Second Sunday of Lent 

9.30am Mass Margaret Markowska R.I.P. 
6.00pm Mass Pro Pop 

  
Monday 18th March 

Weekday of Lent 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass Les Bateman R.I.P. 
  

Tuesday 19th March 
Solemnity of St. Joseph, Husband of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass Repose of the Souls of Francis 
& Johanna Higgins 

 
 Wednesday 20th March 

Weekday of Lent 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass Bryan Cambridge R.I.P. 
3H Coming to Mass 

  
Thursday 21st March 

Weekday of Lent 
No Mass 

  
Friday 22nd March 
Weekday of Lent 

7.00pm Mass Giuseppina Cimmino R.I.P. 
Stations of Cross 

 
 Saturday 23rd March 

Weekday of Lent 
6.00pm Mass Pat O’Brien R.I.P. 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm 
 

Adoration: Monday at 10am after Mass 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

St Joseph 

 

Joseph was foster father of Jesus and hus-
band of Mary. He was of Davidic descent and 
his trade was a carpenter. He was betrothed 

to Mary at the time of the Virgin Birth. 
 

When he discovered Mary was pregnant, he 
knew the child was not his but was unaware 
that she was carrying the Son of God. An an-
gel came to Joseph in a dream and told him 

to not be afraid of taking Mary as his wife be-
cause what was conceived in her was from 

the Holy Spirit.  
 

Joseph is the patron saint of families, fathers, 
expectant mothers, travelers, immigrants, 
house sellers and buyers, craftsmen, engi-

neers, and working people. 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 

 
 

 


