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What does it mean to be a follower of Christ, a Christian, a disciple in a time of political and con-
stitutional crisis? This may be a question you are asking yourself. Of course you may not be asking 
this, but I hope I can convince you that it is an urgent question. We are in a constitutional and po-
litical crisis, that is evident, whether it is a ‘national’ crisis yet can be argued. There appear to be 
two alarming elements to this crisis. The first is taking place in the House of Commons where 
MP’s cannot agree on a way forward, leaving the country in a place of confusion and creating a 
sense of anger and panic among the public. The second alarming element is the polarisation 
among the public on what to do. In a recent poll by Surveyation more of the public wanted either 
to have a second referendum or to leave the EU with no deal. Very few of those polled wanted a 
middle ground compromise option. Rather than the political process bringing people together it is 
bringing an increasing polarisation which can be seen in the two main political parties where the 
hard left and hard right are establishing themselves at a grassroots level. This points at a continu-
ing polarisation of politics over the coming years. As Christians do we join in with the hysteria, 
gloom and division present in this moment or does our faith call us to be different? 
 
I am convinced that our vocation as Christians calls us to be different, to be apart from the anger 
and the division that is growing in our society. It may be very tempting to vent our opinions to 
people we meet, whether we are Revokers, 2nd Referendumers or Leavers. We think we should 
be heard because we are angry and believe passionately in our view. It never fails to surprise me 
how people express their opinions to me and assume I will agree with them. I find this an arro-
gant position - of course the person is not seeing themselves as arrogant. To assume that some-
one else agrees with you while you vent at them without even considering their opinion is anti-
social at best, arrogant at worse. Do you find yourself doing this? If you do, think about how it 
squares with Jesus’s teaching to us to ‘love your neighbour’ or his teaching in the beatitudes, 
‘Blessed are the meek’. Is our role in this moment to create or continue division or to bring peace? 
If we take our baptismal calling seriously I believe we have to remove ourselves from antagonistic 
interactions with others and keep our council, respecting their view before desiring to vent our 
own. This applies also when we are being vented at, to listen quietly but not to respond in an an-
gry way. Our society needs peace and calm and our faith calls us to that. 
 
Although our politics is in turmoil life continues as normal. There are those in the world who are 
suffering while we engage in a national navel gazing extravaganza, the poor in Africa suffer devas-
tation from the cyclone. The victims in New Zealand grieve their loved ones. There is a world out 
there that needs us to care about it, not just ourselves. Closer to home our Alpha Course ‘Holy 
Spirit’ day takes place this weekend. It will be an exciting opportunity for those discovering Jesus 
to encounter the grace of the Holy Spirit in their journey of faith. Life continues and God showers 
us with many blessings every day. Let us as followers of Jesus bear witness to his love at this time, 
hopefully we can resist the desire to add to the divisions that are steadily becoming part of our 
political and social landscape.          Fr Tom 
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OUR PARISH 
 
Fr Tom’s Vlog: Fr Tom’s latest vlog is now available on our YouTube page (St Bons Bristol). Fr 
Tom discusses Flame and allowing God to lead the way: https://youtu.be/NpSKa2_RO3Q 
 
Change of Mass Time: Please be aware of the Summer Mass time change: Sunday 6.00pm to 
7.00pm from 31st March. 
 
Alpha: Our next Alpha Course is beginning in May. If you have never been on one before and 
if you’re interested in learning more about Jesus and your faith, we’d love to see you. 
 
Adoration from Bernadette Caldwell: Lent is an excellent time to start a weekly commitment 
to sit with the Holy Eucharist during Adoration on a Monday and Tuesday. I signed up when it 
began approx. 3 years ago and it has been transformative for my prayer life. I bring Scripture 
and spiritual readings and prepare myself mentally to trust and surrender, knowing that God 
hears and answers. There has been no spiritual earthquake, only quiet solitary stillness and 
within this comes peace. My weekly tryst feels very much like a perpetual searching and one I 
fully embrace. Accepting God’s unconditional love during this time feels more like faith than 
anything else.  
 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 
HCPT 200 Club: Congratulations to the winners of the March draw. £60 Mary Fullerton 131, 
£25 Mary Barrett 30, £15 Mary Miskella 106. 
 
livesimply Thought for the Week: Sunday, 24 March is the first feast day of St Archbishop Os-
car Romero since his canonisation last autumn, and the 39th anniversary of his martyr-
dom.  Inspired by his deep faith and encounters with the very poorest and marginalised, this 
humble man spoke out against the injustices, violence and killings in his country, El Salva-
dor.  He was shot whilst celebrating Mass.  Let us be inspired to do all we can to give a voice 
to the voiceless in our world.  To find out more about St Oscar Romero, his life and legacy see 
http://www.romerotrust.org.uk/. 
 
St Bons School: Tickets for this year’s St Bonaventure's school drama production, 'Oliver', will 
be on sale after this Sunday morning's Mass. All are welcome to come along and see another 
fantastic show by the talented members of St Bonaventure's school Drama club. Performanc-
es will be in the school hall and will be on: Tues 26th March matinee @ 3.30pm, Weds 27th 
March matinee @ 3.30pm, Thurs 28th March evening @ 6.30pm, Fri  29th March evening @ 
6.30pm. Ticket prices: Matinees: £3 adults, £2 children. Evenings: £4 adults; £3 children; there 
are very few evening tickets left. 
 
Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage 2019: 23rd – 30th August (Coach and Jumbulance leave 22nd Au-
gust from St Teresa’s in Filton). Further information: lourdes@cliftondiocese.com 
 
Mothers Day Cake Sale: After Sunday 9:30am Mass next week to raise money for Action 
Against Hunger. 

http://www.romerotrust.org.uk/
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WHAT’S ON? 
 

Art Club: The Art Club continues on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month 10-
11:30am.  All are very welcome to either 
come and do some art or play some 
board games, puzzles etc. and have a 
drink and a chat. 
 
Friday Soup Lunch: All are very welcome 
to come for a chat and to share a simple 
lunch. Fridays 12pm in the St Bon’s Pres-
bytery.  A donation is made to charity. 
 
Praying the Rosary: The monthly Parish 
Rosary Revival Prayer Group will meet on 
Tuesday 2nd April at 2pm in the Dining 
Room in St Bonaventure's Presby-
tery .We will pray and discuss the rosary 
and have a cup of tea. Contact Chris 
Searle 07771161259. All welcome. 
 
SAVE THE DATE! St. Bonaventure's Feast 
Day 2019 will be Sunday 14th July. 

YEAR OF PRAYER 
 

As we prepare to journey into the diocesan Year 
of Prayer, Fr Christopher from the Diocese’s De-
partment for Adult Education and Evangelisa-
tion shares these reflections with us. 
 
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 
To be ‘tender of heart’, to be humble is one of 
the more attractive personality traits we see in 
people.  Humility can best be described as a 
“generosity of spirit” – a willingness to see our 
own interests in others – to evaluate our 
attitudes and see the face of God in each and 
every one of our neighbours, friends and family 
members.  We know that this is not always easy. 
When we feel insecure, anxious or envious, it is 
easier for us to see the negative and to engage 
in putting others down, to make quick and 
unkind judgements. But Jesus warns against this 
way of being. Instead he invites us to embrace 
an abundance of spirit, a generosity towards 
other people, that shows the fruit of being a 
true follower. By living like this we will flourish, 
we will bear fruit. We will not wither and die 
but live! In the little parable of the fig tree there 
is good news. There is time to learn and to grow 
in humility. The gardener says to the owner – be 
patient – I will keep tending the tree, feeding it 
and nurturing it, until it bears fruit. If it doesn’t 
bear fruit in the next season, then you can cut it 
down. It seems we have a little time to learn to 
be tender-hearted. 

PICTURE OF THE WEEK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr Tom’s latest vlog filmed at Mass is now live 

on our YouTube channel! 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Veronica. Maria Alfano. Anna McGinn. 
Nachtter Kaur. Kathleen Ward. Reenie 

Slattery. Pat Kissane. Reena James. 
 

If you would like to be named in the 
Newsletter, please contact the Parish Of-
fice to give your consent so that it can be 

recorded.  

TWEET OF THE WEEK 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

Lent Week 3 (Year C) 
 

Sunday 24th March 
Third Sunday of Lent 

9.30am Mass Edward Williams R.I.P. 
6.00pm Mass Hazel Campbell R.I.P. 

  
Monday 25th March 

Solemnity of the Annunciation of the 
Lord 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass Private Intention 

  
Tuesday 26th March 

Weekday of Lent 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass Intentions of St Gregory Par-
ish, Philippines 

 
 Wednesday 27th March 

Weekday of Lent 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass  
  

Thursday 28th March 
Weekday of Lent 

No Mass 
  

Friday 29th March 
Weekday of Lent 

6.15pm Stations of Cross 
7.00pm Mass  

 
 Saturday 30th March 

Weekday of Lent 
6.00pm Mass Pro Pop 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm 
Adoration: Monday at 10am after Mass 

through to 8pm on Tuesday.   
 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

St. Turibius de Mogrovejo 
 
Turibius is known as 
a defender of the 
rights of the native 
Indians in Peru. 
Born in Spain, he 
studied law, be-
came a lawyer and 
then professor at 
Salamanca. King 
Philip II of Spain appointed him Archbishop of 
Lima, Peru in 1580. There, he did all in his 
power to aid the poor and defend the rights of 
the Indians who were suffering severely under 
Spanish occupation. He founded schools, 
churches, hospitals, and the first seminary in 
the New World. He also mastered several Indi-
an dialects.  

EASTER SERVICE TIMES 
 

Maundy Thursday     8:00pm 
 
Good Friday  
Stations of the Cross   9:30am 
Children’s Stations of the Cross 11:00am 
Soup Lunch 
Passion of the Lord     3:00pm 
 
Easter Saturday Vigil    9:00pm 
Mass of the Resurrection 
 
Easter Sunday Mass 9:30am & 7:00pm 

 

Stations of the Cross  & Confessions 
 

Stations of the Cross will be every Friday at 
6.15pm during Lent. 

 
Confession will be immediately after every 

weekday Mass during Lent. 


