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I would love to have been friends with Zamira Hajiyeva, at least as long as the good times 
lasted! We would have had a wild time, it would have been a blast, but it would probably 
have ended in tears or maybe imprisonment. 
 
If you hadn’t seen this week, Zamira has been the focus of a criminal investigation which 
has unearthed her spending - and what a spender she was! She was a woman of taste 
and seemed to do a lot of her shopping at Harrods where in one transaction at the toy 
department she spent £790,000. She spent £53,000 clearing her tab at the sandwich bar, 
and on one day she dropped £30,000 on chocolates. You see what I mean? Wild! It would 
have been crazy. But the sad truth behind this tale of excess is that of the £16,000,000 
she spent at Harrods between 2006 and 2016, the cash was most probably embezzled 
from public accounts at the state-controlled International Bank of Azerbaijan where her 
husband had been chairman until 2001. He is in prison, in Azerbaijan, for embezzlement. 
The horror of this tale is that they stole from others and lived without accountability to 
anyone. Now their greed and selfishness are catching up with them. 
 
Stories like this are so fantastical they appear funny. But this gross parody of reality 
points to an ugly truth that exists in our everyday lives. We live in a materialistic culture 
where status and wealth are important to many. The constant marketing we are bom-
barded with speaks to our inbuilt desire to want more and to be more in the eyes of oth-
ers. We are constantly being told what we need to buy, to keep up with the Joneses. If we 
had no financial limits and we thought we wouldn’t be caught what would we actually 
get up to? Especially if we could have anything we wanted. 
 
A question I have pondered since my school days is, is it possible to be an authentic 
Christian and aspire to luxury? Is a desire for comfort and prestige compatible with a life 
of humble service? 
 
Jesus makes clear that the poorer we are the closer to God we are. But a poor person 
who resents their poverty and always seeks more is not poor in spirit, they are consumed 
by greed. A wealthy person who is not self seeking but generous may be free from greed. 
What I am slowly learning is that I have to keep my house in order rather than worry 
about what others do. Keeping my house in order means not worrying about how others 
live their lives but making God the focus of my life each day. That is far more wholesome 
than wishing I had been friends with Zamira Hajiyeva for a few years!   

Fr Tom 
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OUR PARISH 
 
Second Collection: Catholic Communications Network on the 2nd June. 
 
Feast Day of St Bonaventure’s: This is a simple request for your help and support. 
As you are all aware we are holding another family day this year in celebration of our 
very own St Bonaventure! Last year was a success but as all events go we learn year on 
year where we need to improve to make the day even better for all there!  
We need volunteers for setting up the evening before, running the stalls , talking to the 
community attending and letting them know who we are and what we are about , pack-
ing up and putting away. Without you chaps this wouldn’t be possible. Please have a 
think dig deep and contact me if you feel you can help. Thanks for your time. Neta Roy-
lance-Smith  
 
Fr Tom’s Vlog: Fr Tom’s latest vlog is now available on YouTube. Ask Fr Tom anything! Fr 
Tom takes a question from one of our social media followers - Why is going to Mass im-
portant? Click here to view: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tOX8Oz1PBSc 
 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 
St Bons School Summer Fair: Saturday 15th June 2-5pm. £1 for adults, kids free! 
 
livesimply Thought for the Week: According to the recently published UN biodiversity 
report, we are in danger of losing 1 million species because of the way we are using the 
earth, especially for farming. As a local example of this decline, how many swifts and 
swallows have you seen this year? This week let us think how we can reduce our impact 
on the natural world in our everyday choices about what we eat, how we travel and how 
we shop.  
 
HCPT 200 Club:  Congratulations to the winners of the May and June draws. May:  £60 
John Hanley 134, £25 Fergus Dolan 117, £15 Judy Merli 19.  June: £60 Kate Hayes, 84  
£25 Madeleine Walsh 40, £10 Christianne Corr 75. 
 
Faith in Action: Faith in Action is a national Catholic award for young people. The Clifton 
Diocese is currently piloting the scheme with young people in different parishes across 
the diocese. The aim of the trial is to explore how the awards could run in every parish, 
acknowledging and encouraging the service and presence of young people. The awards 
enable young people to reflect on their role in the Church, deepen their understanding 
of scripture & Catholic Social Teaching, and grow in their faith. For more information 
and to take part in the pilot email youth@cliftondiocese.com or visit 
www.cliftondiocese.com and search for Faith in Action. 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-report/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-report/
mailto:youth@cliftondiocese.com
http://www.cliftondiocese.com/


WHAT’S ON? 
 

Art Club: The Art Club continues on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month 
10-11:30am.  All are very welcome to 
either come and do some art or play 
board games, puzzles etc, have a drink 
and a chat. 
 
Friday Soup Lunch: All are very wel-
come to come for a chat and to share a 
simple lunch. Fridays 12pm in the St 
Bon’s Presbytery.  A donation is made 
to charity. 
 
Praying the Rosary: The monthly Parish 
Rosary Revival Prayer Group will meet 
on Tuesday 4th June  at 2pm in the Din-
ing Room in St Bonaventure's Presby-
tery. We will pray and discuss the ro-
sary and have a cup of tea. Contact 
Chris Searle 07771161259. All wel-
come. 

YEAR OF PRAYER 
 

As we prepare to journey into the diocesan Year 
of Prayer, Fr Christopher from the Diocese’s De-
partment for Adult Education and Evangelisa-
tion shares these reflections with us. 
 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 
In this in-between time from Ascension to Pen-
tecost the liturgy of the 7th Sunday of Easter in-
vites us to return to Jesus and join with him in 
his prayer, a prayer which looks to the future. 
There is a strong emphasis on unity, on all being 
one. In our fractured world of today, never do 
we need this prayer more. We do not need to 
look far to see many examples of disunity, dis-
harmony and a general mistrust in our commu-
nities. Jesus describes his hope, his vision, and 
his picture of what we, his followers, are to look 
like and how we are to live our lives together. It 
is a prayer for community. Jesus prays that “all 
may be one.” To be a follower of Jesus is to be a 
part of a greater whole. In that ‘oneness’ we 
are to be a sign to the world of God’s love for us 
in Jesus Christ. As we move towards Pentecost, 
let our prayer be for an end to disunity, that we 
may embrace harmony and live more faithfully 
the call to live as one in Jesus.  

PICTURE OF THE WEEK  

St Bon’s ladies skittles team enjoying their last 
end of season meal together.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Veronica. Maria Alfano. Anna McGinn. 
Nachtter Kaur. Kathleen Ward. Reenie 

Slattery.  Pat Kissane. Reena James. Elinor 
McCorry. 

 
If you would like to be named in the 

Newsletter, please contact the Parish Of-
fice to give your consent so it can be rec-

orded.  

TWEET OF THE WEEK 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 
 

Easter Week  (Year C) 
 

Sunday 2nd June 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

9.30am Mass Owen Francis Joyce R.I.P. 
7.00pm Mass Pro Pop 

  
Monday 3rd June 

Memorial of St. Charles Lwanga and  
Companions 

12:00pm Mass  
 

Tuesday 4th June 
Weekday of Easter 

12:00pm Mass  
 

Wednesday 5th June 
Memorial of St. Boniface, Bishop 

12:00pm Mass John Campbell R.I.P. 
 

Thursday 6th June 
Weekday of Easter 

No Mass 
  

Friday 7th June 
Weekday of Easter 

No Mass  
 

Saturday 8th June 
Weekday of Easter 

6.00pm Mass Ines Brimble R.I.P. 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm 

 
Adoration: Monday at 10am after Mass 

through to 8pm on Tuesday.   
 
 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

St. Charles Lwanga & Companions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Charles Lwanga and his companions were 
Martyrs of Uganda who died between 1885 
and 1887 for refusing to renounce their faith 
and to comply with the corrupt and unchaste 
demands of violent King Mwanga of Uganda. 
St. Charles Lwanga is patron of converts, tor-

ture victims, and the African Catholic Youth Ac-
tion. 


