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CHRISTUS VIVIT 
OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS 

TO YOUNG PEOPLE AND TO THE ENTIRE PEOPLE OF GOD 
  
1. Christ is alive! He is our hope, and in a wonderful way he brings youth to our world, 
and everything he touches becomes young, new, full of life. The very first words, then, 
that I would like to say to every young Christian are these: Christ is alive and he wants 
you to be alive! 
 
2. He is in you, he is with you and he never abandons you. However far you may wander, 
he is always there, the Risen One. He calls you and he waits for you to return to him and 
start over again. When you feel you are growing old out of sorrow, resentment or fear, 
doubt or failure, he will always be there to restore your strength and your hope. 
 
4. I have let myself be inspired by the wealth of reflections and conversations that 
emerged from last year’s Synod. I cannot include all those contributions here, but you 
can read them in the Final Document. In writing this letter, though, I have attempted to 
summarize those proposals I considered most significant. In this way, my words will echo 
the myriad voices of believers the world over who made their opinions known to the Syn-
od. Those young people who are not believers, yet wished to share their thoughts, also 
raised issues that led me to ask new questions.  
 
41. To be credible to young people, there are times when (the Church) needs to regain 
her humility and simply listen, recognizing that what others have to say can provide some 
light to help her better understand the Gospel. A Church always on the defensive, which 
loses her humility and stops listening to others, which leaves no room for questions, 
loses her youth and turns into a museum. How, then, will she be able to respond to the 
dreams of young people? 
 
204. The young make us see the need for new styles and new strategies. For example, 
while adults often worry about having everything properly planned, with regular 
meetings and fixed times, most young people today have little interest in this kind of pas-
toral approach. Youth ministry needs to become more flexible: inviting young people to 
events or occasions that provide an opportunity not only for learning, but also for con-
versing, celebrating, singing, listening to real stories and experiencing a shared encounter 
with the living God.            
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OUR PARISH 
 
Fr Tom’s Vlog: Fr Tom’s latest vlog is now available on YouTube. Fr Tom talks to Linda 
from the welfare group and discusses why it's important for a parish to have a welfare 
group and do the work of Jesus. Click here to view: https://youtu.be/BMftc86NpQc 
 
Giving: Since last year (2017 to 2018), our costs of running have increased by 8.3% (this 
just includes costs of council tax, heating, lighting, rubbish, gardening, cleaning & ad-
min). We’d greatly appreciate it if your giving could reflect that. At a record high, our 
heating bill for December, January and February was over £5000. 
 
Month of Mary: May is the month of Mary therefore the rosary will be recited after 
weekday masses this month. 
 
Help with Catering: We are looking for people to help with the catering on our St Bon's 
Alpha course. We are putting together a rota and it would mean a commitment of cater-
ing about every 4-6 weeks depending on numbers. Actual numbers to be catered for will 
be known once the course is up and running. Ideally you would prepare the food and 
then attend the Alpha evening to serve and then clear away. This would be a great op-
portunity for you to be part of the Alpha team. Your help would be greatly appreciated. 
If you would like to volunteer, contact Angela 07974778753 
arb_carruthers@hotmail.com.  
 
Accountancy: We are looking for a management (not financial) accountant to help us 
with some strategic planning. We are hoping you can help. If there is anyone with man-
agement accountancy experience please get in touch with Fr Tom, he would love to hear 
from you.  

OUR COMMUNITY 
 
livesimply Thought for the Week: Cycling does wonders for your health and fitness, 
keeps your weight down, saves money, beats traffic jams and helps the environment. 
Bristol has lots of cycle trails – off-road, on-road, traffic free, plus commuter routes.  See 
the website https://betterbybike.info/  for routes of varying type and length, with info 
that you can download and take with you. There are loads of local maps, guides and pre-
planned rides for both new and more experienced cyclists to try – perfect for planning a 
family day out.  
 
Mass for the Newly Baptised and Newly Received: Bishop Declan is celebrating Mass 
on Saturday 8 June at 10.30am in Clifton Cathedral with those who were baptised this 
Easter along with those who were received into full communion with the Church. There 
will be refreshments in the Apostle Room before the Mass. 
  
Quiz Evening: A quiz evening in aid of HCPT will be held at St Teresa's Social Centre on 
Saturday 11th May at 7:30pm. Burgers and Hot Dogs available.  All welcome. 

https://betterbybike.info/


WHAT’S ON? 
 

Art Club: The Art Club continues on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month 10
-11:30am.  All are very welcome to ei-
ther come and do some art or play 
board games, puzzles etc, have a drink 
and a chat. 
 
Friday Soup Lunch: All are very wel-
come to come for a chat and to share a 
simple lunch. Fridays 12pm in the St 
Bon’s Presbytery.  A donation is made to 
charity. 
 
Praying the Rosary: The monthly Parish 
Rosary Revival Prayer Group will meet 
on Tuesday 7th May at 2pm in the Din-
ing Room in St Bonaventure's Presby-
tery. We will pray and discuss the rosary 
and have a cup of tea. Contact Chris 
Searle 07771161259. All welcome. 

YEAR OF PRAYER 
 

As we prepare to journey into the diocesan 
Year of Prayer, Fr Christopher from the Dio-
cese’s Department for Adult Education and 
Evangelisation shares these reflections with 
us. 
 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 
Our Gospel this Sunday invites us to reflect 
on two important matters of faith. The first is 
our capacity to recognise the presence of 
Christ in our lives, even when we don’t see 
him. The disciples only realise that Jesus is 
with them when he tells them to put their 
nets out to starboard. Suddenly after a night 
of failing to catch anything, their nets are full 
to bursting. Then it dawns on them who is 
speaking to them. We do not have that luxury 
but if we have faith then we will experience 
him as alive, risen and present. He is there 
during our joys and sorrows, when we en-
courage one another, when we share a meal 
of friendship and specifically when we share 
in the Eucharist. Secondly, we are invited to 
respond to the question asked of Peter: ‘Do 
you love me?’ What answer would we give to 
this? Can we answer confidently that, despite 
all our failings, ‘Yes Lord, I do love you’?  

PICTURE OF THE WEEK  

 
 
 

According to Parish 
archives, this week 

marked 87 years 
since the opening of 

the St Bonaven-
ture’s Parish Hall. 

 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Veronica. Maria Alfano. Anna McGinn. 
Nachtter Kaur. Kathleen Ward. Reenie 

Slattery.  Pat Kissane. Reena James. Elinor 
McCorry. 

 
If you would like to be named in the 

Newsletter, please contact the Parish Of-
fice to give your consent so it can be rec-

orded.  

TWEET OF THE WEEK 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 
 

Easter Week 3 (Year C) 
 

Sunday 5th May 
Third Sunday of Easter 
9.30am Mass Pro Pop 

7.00pm Mass Kevin Spong 
  

Monday 6th May 
Weekday of Easter 

No Mass 
 

Tuesday 7th May 
Weekday of Easter 

No Mass 
 

 Wednesday 8th May 
Weekday of Easter 

No Mass 
  

Thursday 9th May 
Weekday of Easter 

No Mass 
  

Friday 10th May 
Weekday of Easter 

No Mass 
 

 Saturday 11th May 
Weekday of Easter 

6.00pm Mass Mary Taylor R.I.P. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm 

 
Adoration: Monday at 10am after Mass 

through to 8pm on Tuesday.   
 

Please be aware of the Summer Mass 
time change: Sunday 6.00pm to 7.00pm. 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

St. Matthias 

 

The first act of 
the Apostles 
after the Ascen-
sion of Jesus was 
to find a replace-
ment for Judas. 
The criteria being that the replacement had 
to be a Disciple from the beginning and be 
baptised by John. Matthias was chosen by 
lot to be the 12th Apostle. 
 
His calling as an Apostle is unique, in that his 
appointment was not made personally by Je-
sus, who had already ascended into heaven, 
and it was also made before the descent of 
the Holy Spirit upon the early Church. It is 
generally believed that Matthias ministered 
in Judaea and then carried out missions to 
foreign lands. 


