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On Wednesday I went to the funeral of a Priest. It was drummed in to me at seminary to 
make an effort to go to Priests’ funerals. They are my family, we have both given our lives 
to be celibate and make the church our family and in that there is a special type of soli-
darity. The truth is though that we rarely see much of each other these days and when a 
Priest does die it is very easy to think twice about going. Funerals can be very disruptive, 
which is the nature of death, it seldom comes at a convenient moment! However, I didn’t 
have to think twice about going on Wednesday as the funeral was of one of our most 
liked and venerable Priests. 
 
Fr Mattie Hayes was a beautiful man. Gentle and humorous, and in his nineties. He cele-
brated his Golden anniversary of ordination the year I started training for the Priesthood. 
Just this year he celebrated seventy years of Priesthood, that is a rare anniversary to 
reach! Born in Ireland Fr Mattie went to secondary school in Bath and spent many of his 
years serving in Bath and later retired to Bath before he moved to St Joseph’s Home in 
Cotham just four years ago. Bath was his geographic and spiritual home and that is why 
his funeral was held in St John’s parish. The funeral was very moving particularly because 
in the eulogy we heard about Fr Mattie’s struggles in the Priesthood. 
 
A few years ago Fr Mattie wrote a ‘memoire’ and in this ‘memoire’ he recounted his 
struggle with alcoholism. I always have great admiration for anyone who has managed to 
overcome an addiction because it means they have wrestled with something fundamen-
tal in their lives and with God’s grace have overcome. There is a story to tell, a humility 
gained. And that is Fr Mattie’s story. It was in his fifties that it happened. He developed a 
problem and which on the surface he was a functioning Priest his heart was not in it. He 
decided to go to AA but on his way felt God calling him to a different way and with God’s 
grace he gave up drink and continued as an inspiriting and faithful Priest. For me it is his 
long years of faithful and loving service that are so inspiring but also his battle with his 
fundamental problems and his reliance on God’s grace to change his life. 
 
To me Fr Mattie’s life is an example for all of us. He did his best, he made mistakes, he 
was humble, with God’s grace he carried on and served faithfully until the end. None of 
us are perfect but instead of condemning ourselves we need to turn to our loving creator 
who gives us the strength we need. If we can live our lives in His strength, we will have a 
big impact on the world around us because we bring God and not ourselves to every situ-
ation and encounter. Fr Mattie Hayes R.I.P. 
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OUR PARISH 
 
Fr Tom’s Vlog: Fr Tom’s latest vlog is now available on YouTube. Fr Tom talks to Linda 
from the welfare group and discusses why it's important for a parish to have a welfare 
group and do the work of Jesus. Click here to view: https://youtu.be/BMftc86NpQc 
 
Offertory Giving: The Diocese is moving to a new accounting system and will be writing 
to all current Gift Aid (Standing Order) Donors. Each Donor will be asked to terminate 
their current SO, which is made out to the Diocese, and sign a new Gift Aid Declaration 
and SO instruction to be made direct to the Parish Bank account. As you are aware the 
running costs of the Parish are increasing, but the overall Offertory giving is not. The 
move is an appropriate time for current Gift Aid Donors to review the amount they give 
to the Parish. We also urge all Parishioners, who are tax payers, but not part of the Gift 
Aid scheme, to become Gift Aid Donors, allowing the Parish to claim an extra 25% of the 
amount donated from HMRC. If you wish to become a Gift Aid Donor, then you will find 
a Declaration and SO Form at the back of Church. Please complete and return to the 
Parish Office. If you want help please contact Peter Ingham 01179243011 
GA.bristol.stbomaventure@cliftondiocese.com. 
 
Month of Mary: May is the month of Mary therefore the rosary will be recited after 
weekday masses this month. 
 
Help with Catering: We are looking for people to help with the catering on our St Bon's 
Alpha course. It would mean a commitment of catering about every 4-6 weeks depend-
ing on numbers. Actual numbers to be catered for will be known once the course is up 
and running. Ideally you would prepare the food and then attend the Alpha evening to 
serve and then clear away. This would be a great opportunity for you to be part of the 
Alpha team.  Please contact Angela 07974778753 arb_carruthers@hotmail.com.  
 
Mission Appeal: Sister Aurora Salgado from the Comboni Mission will be visiting St Bons 
this weekend to make an appeal and explain their work around the world. 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 
livesimply Thought for the Week: As we approach the European elections on Thursday, 
23 May let’s bear in mind the following quote from Pope Francis  “People say ‘I’m from 
this party’ or I’m from that party’, but effectively, they don’t have clear thoughts about 
the basics, about proposals….  I will only say: Study the proposals well, pray and choose 
in conscience.”     
 
Diaconal Formation: The Diocesan Diaconal Discernment process will begin in Autumn,  
If any men in our congregation feel called to serve God in this way, please speak to Fr 
Tom. 
 



WHAT’S ON? 
 

Art Club: The Art Club continues on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month 
10-11:30am.  All are very welcome to 
either come and do some art or play 
board games, puzzles etc, have a drink 
and a chat. 
 
Friday Soup Lunch: All are very wel-
come to come for a chat and to share a 
simple lunch. Fridays 12pm in the St 
Bon’s Presbytery.  A donation is made 
to charity. 
 
Praying the Rosary: The monthly Parish 
Rosary Revival Prayer Group will meet 
on Tuesday 4th June  at 2pm in the Din-
ing Room in St Bonaventure's Presby-
tery. We will pray and discuss the ro-
sary and have a cup of tea. Contact 
Chris Searle 07771161259. All wel-
come. 

YEAR OF PRAYER 
 

As we prepare to journey into the diocesan 
Year of Prayer, Fr Christopher from the Dio-
cese’s Department for Adult Education and 
Evangelisation shares these reflections with 
us. 
 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  
Probably one of the most attractive aspects of 
the life of Jesus was his willingness to spend 
so much time with the misfits in society, those 
who hadn’t got everything quite right, the not 
so perfect people, those who struggle and 
suffer, in other words people like you and me. 
It is for such as these that Jesus, in his infinite 
love, dies on the cross. He gives his life for us. 
It is this love which lies at the heart of our 
faith. As a follower of Christ, we are called to 
love, to love every person, wherever they 
come from whatever their status in life. The 
mark of a true disciple is that they love one 
another. If we were to define what is most 
typical of our own Christian community, would 
it be the quality of the love which we share 
with one another and the wider world. Would 
people know we are Christians by the way we 
live and love? 

PICTURE OF THE WEEK  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vlog filming this week! 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Veronica. Maria Alfano. Anna McGinn. 
Nachtter Kaur. Kathleen Ward. Reenie 

Slattery.  Pat Kissane. Reena James. Elinor 
McCorry. 

 
If you would like to be named in the 

Newsletter, please contact the Parish Of-
fice to give your consent so it can be rec-

orded.  

TWEET OF THE WEEK 

 
 

 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 
 

Easter Week 5 (Year C) 
 

Sunday 19th May 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9.30am Mass John Hanley R.I.P. 
7.00pm Mass Pro Pop 

  
Monday 20th May 
Weekday of Easter 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass Dominic Gomby R.I.P. 

 
Tuesday 21st May 
Weekday of Easter 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass Fr Peter Codd 

 
Wednesday 22nd May 

Weekday of Ordinary Time 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass Year 2 at Mass 
 

Thursday 23rd May 
Weekday of Easter 

No Mass 
  

Friday 24th May 
Memorial of St. Aldhelm 

7.00pm Mass James Lydon R.I.P. 
 

Saturday 25th May 
Memorial of St. Bede the Venerable 

6.00pm Mass Special Intention 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm 

 
Adoration: Monday at 10am after Mass 

through to 8pm on Tuesday.   
 
 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

St. Rita of Cascia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also known as Margarita, St. Rita was born 
in Roccaporena in Umbria in 1381. She 
wished to be a nun but her elderly parents 
insisted that she be married, and she even-
tually gave birth to two sons. After her hus-
band was violently killed in a brawl, still anx-
ious to become a nun, she tried unsuccess-
fully to enter the Augustinians in their con-
vent at Cascia. She was refused because she 
was a widow. Finally, in 1413, the order gave 
her entry, and she earned fame for her aus-
terity, devotion to prayer, and charity. 


