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Who stole the summer? For the last week things have felt quite autumnal, so much so that 
I have been thinking of getting ready to go back to school. I find that some of my childhood 
experiences have left an imprint on my psyche. The feel and smell of late August seem to 
go hand in hand with starting a new year at school, and I haven’t been to school for 23yrs! 
In fairness we have had some decent weather, but it doesn’t take more than a day or two 
to blot out the memory of that. Maybe this gloom is being impregnated with a sense of im-
pending doom. The grey of the weather is like an omen for the political conflagration that 
appears to be approaching. I have noticed on my news feed a steady trickle of Brexit news 
that is pointing to an almighty battle to come in the autumn. I can hardly bring myself to 
read the stories but the political junkie in me cannot resist. This week we celebrated the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of Our Lady into heaven, this was a feast of hope and serves 
as a powerful reminder to us that as Christians while we live in this world we are not of this 
world. 

For us, our true home is in heaven. That is the goal we are to set our sights on and while 
we will probably be passionate about which side of the Brexit debate we sit on ultimately 
our focus is on living a life worthy of being with God for eternity. I am not saying that hav-
ing an opinion on Brexit will stop us living that life, but the anger, backbiting, sniping, pos-
turing and untruths that are being banded about in the Brexit debate are not worthy of 
those who are seeking to live a life close to God. Brexit matters for many reasons but the 
manner of public discourse over it seems to me to be incompatible with living the holiness 
the gospel calls is to. In the midst of one of the biggest political crisis our country has seen 
in a generation we are called to place our sights firmly on the Lord. So what does being a 
Christian living in the midst of Brexit look like? 

Essentially it boils down to respecting other people’s views especially when they differ 
from our own. It seems difficult for many people to do this. I have struggled at times, but 
our faith calls us to put love and respect of neighbour above our political views. That is 
what being a Christian means at this time. The peace of God’s kingdom comes before our 
passionate views on the biggest political crisis of a generation. If we all thought the refer-
endum campaign was bad, or that the last 3 years have been pretty difficult, then the next 
4 months look to be a lot worse. Remember first and foremost who you are, a child of God. 
And as a child of God and a follower of Jesus we are called to bring peace. We can have our 
views but showing love and respect to others comes above getting our opinions heard. The 
feast of the Assumption gave an insight of heaven and the hope we are called to live. Let us 
be bearers of hope to those around us at this time and show by our actions and words 
that, ‘Our true home is in heaven’ Phil 3:20.        Fr Tom  



PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 
 

Ray Gunning. Anne James. Bob James. Ve-
ronica. Maria Alfano. Anna McGinn. Nachtter 

Kaur. Kathleen Ward. Pat Kissane. Reena 
James. Elinor McCorry.  

 
If you would like to be named in the Newslet-

ter, please contact the Parish Office to give 
your consent so it can be recorded.  

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

Ordinary Time Week 20 (Year C) 
 

Sunday 18th August 
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.30am Mass Vittorio Parinello R.I.P.  
7.00pm Mass Pro Pop 

  
Monday 19th August 

Weekday in Ordinary Time 
9.00am No Mass 

9.15am Mass For Kevin 
 

Tuesday 20th August 
Memorial of St Bernard 

No Mass 
  

Wednesday 21st August 
Memorial of St Pius 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass 

  
Thursday 22nd August 

Memorial of the Queenship of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass 

  
Friday 23rd August 

Weekday in Ordinary Time 
No Mass 

 
Saturday 24th August 

Feast of St Bartholomew 
6.00pm Mass  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

St. Rose of Lima 
 

St. Rose of 
Lima is re-
membered 
for her piety 
and chastity. 
Born in 1586 
in Lima, Peru 
to Spanish 
colonists, 

and named Isabel Flores de Olivia, she was 
exceptionally beautiful. From an early age, 
Rose wanted to become a nun. She often 
prayed and fasted in secret. She performed 
secret penances, some of which were painful 
and severe. She performed daily adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament and took daily com-
munion. St. Rose is the patroness of embroi-
derers, gardeners, florists, those who suffer 
ridicule for their piety, and people who suffer 
family problems. 
 

PICTURE OF THE WEEK 

New vlogs coming next week! 

TWEET OF THE WEEK  


