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A Community of Missionary  
Disciples With Contemplative Hearts 

Next week something very exciting is happening! For those of you who have been promised 
quicker train times to London for the least ten years or so, it is actually happening next week 
with the biggest timetable overhaul in the Great Western Railways (GWR) history. I won’t go 
into the details, as exciting as I find them, but they have been pretty creative with the route 
planning to get quicker trains to both of Bristol’s main stations. According to a friend of mine 
who admires European rail services our improvements do not really stand up to what the 
French or Italians would call ‘high speed’ but I think the 68mins to London that GWR are prom-
ising on some services is pretty cool.  
 
I am not a train spotter or even a railway enthusiast but I am a bit of a geek who has loved 
trains from an early age. As a child I was in awe of trains, they were big powerful monsters that 
I got the chance to go on in the holidays. As I grew up I used trains for my daily commute to 
secondary school. Trains have been a big part of my life. But if you had asked me or many peo-
ple how they would have improved the line from London to Bristol none of us would have said 
spend £9bn on it and get some fancy new Japanese trains on the line, but that is what they 
have done. This improvement has involved new overhead electric cables, new trains, station 
enlargements, all leading to a new timetable. Maybe if asked, some people may have said that 
the line didn’t need improving but a bit of refreshing. Certainly not a £9bn upgrade.  
 
Sometimes it can be hard to see the need for change. That is why change can be often op-
posed. Sometimes people cannot envisage how something could look or sound differently to 
how it already does. You might be aware by now that one of my passions is change in the 
church. I do not mean changing church teaching or doctrine, I think those are the life giving as-
pects of the church but changing the way the church works, how it’s structures operate. There 
are things we do as a church which do not help us to grow or thrive as a community but we do 
them year after year in parish after parish across the country and much of the western world. 
We let lapsation go unchallenged. If we could change these patterns of behaviour, particularly 
around how we administer sacraments I believe we would have a far more vibrant and alive 
church.  
 
A growing number of Catholics around the world really believe we can change parishes to be 
outward looking communities which are vibrant and can offer a life changing relationship with 
God and meaningful relationships with others in the community. But unlike a railway where 
someone else makes the changes we enjoy, parish change involves all of us changing to be 
even more faith filled, more outward looking and desperate to share the message of Jesus with 
the people we meet in our daily lives and to invite them to come and experience him in our 
community. 
                Fr Tom 
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OUR PARISH 
 
Second Collection: This week’s second collection is for the Poor Missions of the Diocese. 
 
Please Pray For: Ray Gunning. Anne James. Bob James. Veronica. Anna McGinn. Nachtter 
Kaur. Kathleen Ward. Pat Kissane. Desmond Anglin. Reena James. If you would like to be 
named in the Newsletter, please contact the Parish Office to give your consent so it can be 
recorded.  
 
Donations by Standing Order: 40% of donors have now updated their arrangements as re-
quested by the Diocese. Thankyou, this is good news. But there is fantastic news too! On av-
erage, those donors have increased their donations by 15%. So many extra thanks to all! 
 
Ray Gunning: Ray is making good physical progress and he can now walk short distances. 
The Occupational therapist has assessed his home to safeguard his environment when he 
arrives home for weekends and on his permanent return hopefully in March. The psycholo-
gist is positive that Ray can relearn and use strategies to help with his short memory prob-
lems but this will take time. Thanks for all your prayers and support. 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 
livesimply Thought for the Week: The UN Climate talks (COP 25) run from the 2nd to the 
13th of December in Madrid. Let us pray that politicians in all countries will be willing to ad-
dress the questions that underlie the climate crisis, and will take actions to enable an ade-
quate response. Let us pray, too, that all who are seeking positive action will be open to the 
Holy Spirit as they discern how best to work for the vital changes needed. 
 
World Gifts from CAFOD: World Gifts are CAFOD's alternative charity gifts that transform 
lives. Perfect for Baptisms, birthdays and anniversaries, you can choose a unique, virtual gift 
that will make a real difference to a family living in poverty. And that warm and fuzzy feeling 
comes with free delivery! See here for information and to order: https://
worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ 

 
 

PICTURE OF  
THE WEEK 

 
 

Our double feature 
in Bishopston Voice 

this month! 
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WHAT’S ON? 
 

Art Club: The Art Club continues on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday of the month 10-
11:30am.  All welcome to come and do 
some art or play board games, puzzles etc, 
have a drink and a chat. 
 
Friday Soup Lunch: All are very welcome to 
come for a chat and to share a simple 
lunch. Fridays 12pm in the St Bon’s Presby-
tery.  A donation is made to charity. 
 
Praying the Rosary: The monthly Parish Ro-
sary Revival Prayer Group  meet on the first 
Tuesday of every month and our next 
meeting will be on Tuesday 7th January. 
 
Mass with the Anointing of the Sick: Sun-
day 8th December 2.00pm, followed by the 
Christmas Tea for Senior Citizens.  
 
Christmas Gospel Concert: Friday 13th De-
cember at 7.00pm with the Renewal Gos-
pel Choir, with drinks and refreshments. 
 
Children’s Nativity: December 21st 
2.00pm. Children to come dressed as 
nativity characters! Followed by children 
party, mulled wine and mince pies in 
presbytery. All welcome.  
 
Alpha: Our next Alpha will start on 15th 
January 2020, please contact Oliver on 
07879023709 or email at oli-
ver@oliverrs.co.uk for more information. 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

St Lucy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St Lucy or Lucia, whose name means ‘light’, 
was born and martyred in Syracuse, Sicily. 

Her death at the hands of the Romans under 
the Emperor Diocletian resulted in her be-

coming the patron saint of the blind. 
 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 
 

 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

Advent Week 2 (Year A) 
 

Sunday 8th December 
Second Sunday of Advent 

9.30am Mass  
2:00pm Mass with the Anointing of 

the Sick  
6.00pm Mass Jill Chadwick 

  
Monday 9th December 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Con-
ception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass Elizabeth Lundie R.I.P. 

 
Tuesday 10th December 

Weekday of Advent 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass Olive Hudson R.I.P. 
 

Wednesday 11th December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass Pamela Rose R.I.P. 

 
Thursday 12th December 

Weekday of Advent 
No Mass 

 
Friday 13th December 
Memorial of St Lucy 

12:00pm Mass 
7.00pm Christmas Gospel Concert 

 
Saturday 14th November 

Memorial of St John of the Cross 
6.00pm Mass (Vigil) Patsy McCarthy 

R.I.P. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm 

 
Adoration: Monday at 10.00am-
10.00pm and Tuesday 10.00am-

8.00pm 

YEAR OF PRAYER 
 

The Diocese’s Department for Adult Education share 
these reflections. 
 
2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
The season of Advent is a very real time of waiting and 
hoping. It might not feel like this because we are so 
busy doing, rushing from one shop to another, busy in 
the kitchen, anxiously checking this and checking that, 
just to ensure that the one day that has become 
‘Christmas’ is a real success. When we stop and pon-
der on the mystery that is unfolding before us we 
might find ourselves wondering about who is waiting 
and who is hoping, Is it us or is it the Lord? It is likely 
that in our hearts we do have a real sense of longing 
and of hoping for God and if this is the case how much 
more might God be longing for us? So many things can 
get in the way of us experiencing the intimacy of God 
who longs to console us, to wrap arms around us, to 
hold us. Advent is a good time to reflect on what might 
be getting in the way of us being intimate with God. 
What are the things that prevent us from feeling confi-
dent in the presence of God? Though it is important to 
prepare for Christmas on a practical level, we might 
want to guard against avoiding the need to prepare on 
a spiritual level, because the tinsel has become all im-
portant.  

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

  
Christmas Gospel Concert  

with the Renewal Gospel Choir 
Friday 13th December, 7.00pm 

 
Children’s Nativity followed by Christmas Party 

Saturday 21st December, 2.00pm 
  

Christmas Eve Mass 
Tuesday 24th December, 6.00pm 

  
Midnight Mass 

Wednesday 25th December, 12.00am 
  

Mass of Christmas Morning 
Wednesday 25th December, 9.30am 


