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This week I made the executive decision to write this piece before Friday. I normally leave 
it to Friday because I have not made time to think and write but also because events hap-
pen so fast, if I leave it until Friday whatever I write about is likely to be more current. But 
if I left it to Friday this week I would really be having to think on my feet. My other option 
is to write three pieces covering a Conservative win, a Labour win and also a hung parlia-
ment. I am not doing that. So what follows is blissfully not about the election result, 
whatever that maybe. All I know is that some of you will be heartbroken and some of you 
delighted by the result. 
 
This time we are now in, these two weeks until Christmas Day, are for many people what 
they consider to be Christmas. For us as Catholics we are only half way through Advent, a 
time of spiritual preparation for the coming of Jesus, not just at Christmas but also at the 
end of time. I find the paradox amusing, many of us are trying to be a bit more reflective 
while trying to juggle a busyness that is unequalled in the rest of the year! By this coming 
weekend I will have been to my sixth Christmas event of the season so far. I find it really 
hard not to give in to this early ‘Christmas’. I try to hold out but feel slightly envious of 
people I know who totally embrace everything Christmassy they just dive in, wallowing in 
the razzle dazzle of the festive time. 
 
I know a couple of women who tried their vocation at being a nun. They went to different 
convents at different times. One went to the Poor Clare's and the other to the Benedic-
tine’s. Both were pretty serious communities, so much so that for advent all they had 
was a slice of bread at meal times! Now that is fasting. And that brings us to the great Ad-
vent challenge, while it is not like Lent - we are not called to give something up or fast 
like Lent, it is a penitential season and serious religious communities make it a time for 
fasting. I am pretty useless at fasting at the best of times, I do not need much encourage-
ment to stuff a mince pie in my mouth. But maybe with two weeks still to go we might 
try, even a bit, to honour the penitential flavour to this season, maybe at least not let go 
100% on the festivities. Maybe by now some of you are reaching for a bottle to drown 
your sorrows at the election result, you can start advent again tomorrow! 
 
Although social Christmas is upon us let us try a little bit to keep up our spiritual prepara-
tion for the birth of Jesus at Christmas. There is not long to go!      
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OUR PARISH 
 
Please Pray For: Ray Gunning. Anne James. Bob James. Veronica. Anna McGinn. Nachtter 
Kaur. Kathleen Ward. Pat Kissane. Desmond Anglin. Reena James. Mike Crowley. If you 
would like to be named in the Newsletter, please contact the Parish Office to give your con-
sent so it can be recorded.  
 
Donations by Standing Order: 40% of donors have now updated their arrangements as re-
quested by the Diocese. Thankyou, this is good news. But there is fantastic news too! On av-
erage, those donors have increased their donations by 15%. So many extra thanks to all! 
 
Meeting: There will be a meeting of all our current Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Com-
munion on Saturday, January 11th at 2pm. This will be to discuss the Ministry in the parish 
moving forward. 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 
livesimply Thought for the Week: This year let’s reduce the number of Christmas cards we 
give: to those we see often how about a hug, verbal greeting or invitation to pop in for a 
coffee, instead. For others further away, an e-Card, personal message by email or phone call 
might be an alternative.  The money not spent on cards and stamps can be donated to your 
favourite charity. This Christmas, CAFOD are asking us to send a message of solidarity to 
those who put their lives at risk defending our sisters and brothers and our common home, 
see https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Messages-to-the-brave     
 
St Bons Brownies: The Brownies will be singing carols around  Bishopston  on Monday 
evening and collecting money for our parish HCPT group.  Please listen out for them if you 
live in one of the local streets.  They may even knock on your door to wish you a Happy 
Christmas! 
 
Vacancy: Romero Catholic Schools Trust -Swindon based. The Bishop and Trustees are look-
ing to appoint 6 foundation Directors for this new emerging Multi-Academy Trust of 4 
schools in Swindon . It will be the first within 
the Diocese of Clifton and therefore will be 
an exciting opportunity for all concerned. 
Nominations from both new and existing 
Foundation Governors/Directors would be 
welcome. If you are interested, please con-
tact Director of Schools and Colleges Mrs 
Colleen Collett at col-
leen.collett@cliftondiocese.com or com-
plete the appropriate forms available on 
https://schools.cliftondiocese.com/
governance under Recruitment. Closing 
date: 3rd January 2020. Interviews : week 
commencing 6th January 2020. 

PICTURE OF THE WEEK 
 

The Senior Citizens Christmas Party.  

Photo: Mary Gainard 
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WHAT’S ON? 
 

Art Club: The Art Club continues on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday of the month 10-
11:30am.  All welcome to come and do 
some art or play board games, puzzles etc, 
have a drink and a chat. 
 
Friday Soup Lunch: All are very welcome to 
come for a chat and to share a simple 
lunch. Fridays 12pm in the St Bon’s Presby-
tery.  A donation is made to charity. 
 
Praying the Rosary: The monthly Parish Ro-
sary Revival Prayer Group  meet on the first 
Tuesday of every month and our next 
meeting will be on Tuesday 7th January. 
 
Children’s Nativity: December 21st 
2.00pm. Children to come dressed as 
nativity characters! Followed by children 
party, mulled wine and mince pies in 
presbytery. All welcome.  
 
Alpha: Our next Alpha will start on 15th 
January 2020, please contact Oliver on 
07879023709 or email at oli-
ver@oliverrs.co.uk for more information. 
 
St Bons Quiz Night: New date coming soon 
in the new year! 

YEAR OF PRAYER 
 
 

The Diocese’s Department for Adult Education 
share these reflections. 
 
3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 
John the Baptist has been arrested and he 
knows he is going to die. Suddenly his world is 
not so certain and understandably he begins 
to question everything. It is a common experi-
ence. When faced with a crisis in our own life 
many of us might respond in the same way. 
There are many people who have experienced 
the pain of feeling desolate and bewildered. 
Loss of job, discovering our child has become 
addicted to drugs, the death of someone 
close. Whatever the situation, it can rock our 
equilibrium and send us off course; turning 
our world upside down and leaving us not 
knowing what to do or where to go. When Je-
sus says, ‘happy is the one who does not lose 
faith in me’ he promises that he will always be 
present in the midst of our lives and in what-
ever circumstances we find ourselves. Faith is 
living in the knowledge of this and letting it be 
at the heart of our lives. It isn’t easy and as 
many of us know it needs us to take the words 
of Isaiah to heart, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid. 
Look your God is coming.’  

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

  
Children’s Nativity followed by Christmas Party 

Saturday 21st December, 2.00pm 
  

Christmas Eve Mass 
Tuesday 24th December, 6.00pm 

  
Midnight Mass 

Wednesday 25th December, 12.00am 
  

Mass of Christmas Morning 
Wednesday 25th December, 9.30am 

 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 
 

 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 
 

Advent Week 3 (Year A) 
 

Sunday 15th December 
Third Sunday of Advent 

9.30am Mass Pro Pop 
6.00pm Mass Ken & Maida Colliver 

  
Monday 16th December 

Weekday of Advent II 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass Tom & Irene Loftus R.I.P. 
 

Tuesday 17th December 
Weekday of Advent II 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.15am Mass In Thanksgiving 

 
Wednesday 18th December 

Weekday of Advent II 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

9.15am Mass All School Mass 
 

Thursday 19th December 
Weekday of Advent II 

No Mass 
 

Friday 20th December 
Weekday of Advent II 

7.00pm Mass Jimmy Biggins R.I.P. 
Holy Hour 

 
Saturday 21st November 

Weekday of Advent II 
2.00pm Childrens’ Nativity 

6.00pm Mass (Vigil) 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday 5.00pm-5.40pm 

 
Adoration: Monday at 10.00am-10.00pm 

and Tuesday 10.00am-8.00pm 

 
 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

St Peter Canisius 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Peter was a Dutch Jesuit born in 1521. 
Through his preaching and popular catechism 

he won back many lapsed and wavering 
Catholics. He died in 1597 and is acclaimed 

the ‘second apostle of Germany’. 
 
 

ALPHA 
 

Our next Alpha will start on 15th January 
2020, please contact Oliver on 07879023709 
or email at oliver@oliverrs.co.uk for more in-
formation. To register, click here: http://
tiny.cc/AlphaStBons 
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