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Twenty-Twenty. 2020. Whichever way you write it; it has a ring to it, it looks good, it’s balanced, 
it sounds good, it’s symmetrical. It’s vision, it’s cricket, it’s a new year, it’s a new decade! The 
roaring twenties await us, they are just a few days away! I never get too excited about New Year 
but Twenty-Twenty sounds too good not to get excited about. I am excited for a number of rea-
sons. 
 
Firstly we will be running our third Alpha course and I have a feeling it’s going to be special, Alpha 
is so exciting because it gives people who might not walk into a church regularly an opportunity 
to explore faith and make friends, to become part of a faith community if they so wish. I believe 
it, or initiatives similar to it, will be the key to renewing the church in the decade to come. Often 
we think Mass is the barometer by which we measure all things, but Mass is not accessible to 
many people, it is the deep end and Alpha gives us an opportunity to meet people at the shallow 
end and teach them how to swim in the pool of faith if they so wish. It is about invitation and re-
lationship. I think as Alpha gets more established in our community it is going to be transforma-
tional and bring new life. 
 
Secondly, Twenty-Twenty is going to be exciting because we now have an established pattern to 
our year and it is full! We are not a big parish but we are an active one, we have our big liturgical 
events of Christmas and Easter. Our big outreach events: our Patronal Feast Day and the Christ-
mas Carol service. Add to that Alpha which in two courses will run for twenty-two weeks of the 
year, our social media campaigns and our work with the school and you find life at St Bon’s is 
pretty full on! We have plenty for current parishioners and lots to invite new people too. 
 
Thirdly, Twenty-Twenty is going to be very exciting because we are going to open the second 
phase of our Business Centre (BC) which will more than double its capacity, taking it to fifteen 
offices to rent. My excitement is slightly reserved because while the BC will be an amazing re-
source for the parish it is not something many parishioners can experience or enjoy first hand. 
It’s real effect will be felt in a few years when we have paid off our loans which have enabled us 
to undertake such an amazing project. This last year has been one of the most difficult I have ex-
perienced as a Parish Priest financially and the BC has kept us afloat, literally. Without it we 
would be pretty sunk. This last year saw a combination of a sharply increased energy tariff and a 
faulty heating system lead to an almost 50% increase of our bills. Our contribution to the diocese 
rose by over 20%, our regular income did not change and the income from the BC plugged the 
gap. This year is going to be much better! It is going to be a good year. 
 
Twenty-Twenty is going to be amazing because we are growing spiritually as a parish, we are 
learning about our call to mission more deeply, we are journeying together and we are opening 
our doors and hearts to newcomers. I am very excited and feel very privileged to be your Parish 
Priest. Buckle in for a fantastic hear ahead, here comes 2020!      Fr Tom 
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OUR PARISH 
 
Please Pray For: Ray Gunning. Anne James. Bob James. Veronica. Anna McGinn. Nachtter 
Kaur. Kathleen Ward. Pat Kissane. Desmond Anglin. Reena James. Mike Crowley. If you 
would like to be named in the Newsletter, please contact the Parish Office to give your 
consent so it can be recorded.  
 
Donations by Standing Order: 40% of donors have now updated their arrangements as 
requested by the Diocese. Thankyou, this is good news. But there is fantastic news too! 
On average, those donors have increased their donations by 15%. So many extra thanks 
to all! 
 
Meeting: There will be a meeting of all our current Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Com-
munion on Saturday, January 11th at 2pm. This will be to discuss the Ministry in the par-
ish moving forward. 
 
R.I.P. The Requiem Mass of Patrick Galvin will be held on Tuesday 14th January 2020 at 
12.30pm. 
 
A message from Fr Tom: I would like to say a massive thank you to each one of you for 
your generosity and thoughtfulness this Christmas. I received so many cards with kind 
greetings, good wishes, messages of gratitude, support and encouragement. Thank your 
for your gifts and a big thank you for all your generosity in the Christmas collection, I real-
ly am touched and feel very blessed, thanks again, Fr Tom.  

ALPHA 
 

The Alpha course starts on Wednesday 15th January and is a wonderful way to actively 
bring Jesus to the world. Focused around hospitality and open conversations, it is aimed 
at the unchurched or  those who are simply questioning, and explores some of the big is-
sues around life and faith. Please think about your three best friends who do not come to 
church or do not know the love of Christ, as these are exactly the people who you could 
invite. Registration forms, and invitation postcards and business cards are available in the 
entrance to the church, to help make inviting as easy as 
saying, 'Come and see...' You can also register 
online: http://tiny.cc/AlphaStBons. Please also pray that 
the course may bring people into the church, and 
for everyone on the St Bons Alpha team, who give their 
time for this rewarding experience. Should you have any 
questions at all about Alpha, who or how to invite, or per-
haps want to know why we are running Alpha, or to un-
derstand how Alpha sits in a Catholic context, please con-
tact Oliver on 07879 023709, or email at oli-
ver@oliverrs.co.uk. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftiny.cc%2FAlphaStBons&data=02%7C01%7CLaura.Panzica%40Cliftondiocese.com%7C685e85edcbd64453f10d08d7854ac2fc%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637124428454180138&sdata=7woMNAz0GeigqWbi0


YEAR OF PRAYER 
 

The Diocese’s Department for Adult Education 
share these reflections. 
 
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
 
In our Year of Communion, we are being asked 
to reflect on what it means to be in 
communion with one another, the wider 
world, creation and all of humanity. The Feast 
we celebrate today is not one of the ‘perfect’ 
family, but the feast of a family who had their 
fair share of worries and concerns. Within the 
context of this family Jesus grew up, 
experiencing love but also times of hardship. 
Whilst we may not know much about his early 
life, we can sense that from the very 
beginning he lived with parents who sought to 
do God’s will. This is what makes them ’holy’. 
This seeking kept them alive to the needs of 
those around them, of the challenges which 
we can face and the courage it takes to choose 
the right path. As Christians we are called to 
discern the will of God and to be guided by it 
– in this way as a Christian family we grow in a 
deeper sense of being united in our vision and 
mission to proclaim the Gospel and live it 
courageously. It is our response to our 
personal and collective call to holiness. 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PICTURES OF THE WEEK 
 

A selection from our Christmas Services. 



 
LITURGY SCHEDULE 

 
 

Christmas Week 1 (Year A) 
 

Sunday 29th December 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Jo-

seph 
9.30am Mass Pro Pop 

6.00pm Mass Andrew Counsell R.I.P. 
  

Monday 30th December 
Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas 

No Mass 
No Adoration 

 
Tuesday 31st December 

Seventh Day in the Octave of Christmas 
No Mass 

No Adoration 
 

Wednesday 1st January 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of 

God 
12.00pm Mass 

 
Thursday 2nd January 

Feast of Saints Basil the Great and Grego-
ry Nazianzen 

No Mass 
 

Friday 3rd January 
Weekday of Christmas Time 

7.00pm Mass 
 

Saturday 4th January 
Weekday of Christmas Time 

5.00pm Confessions 
6.00pm Mass 

 
 

WHAT’S ON? 
 

Art Club: The Art Club continues on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday of the month 10-
11:30am.  All welcome to anyone who en-
joys drawing or painting and to have a drink 
and a chat. 
 
Friday Soup Lunch: All are very welcome to 
come for a chat and to share a simple lunch. 
Fridays 12pm in the St Bon’s Presbytery.  A 
donation is made to charity. 
 
Praying the Rosary: The monthly Parish Ro-
sary Revival Prayer Group  meet on the first 
Tuesday of every month and our next 
meeting will be on Tuesday 7th January. 
 
Alpha: Our next Alpha will start on 15th 
January 2020, please contact Oliver on 
07879023709 or email at oli-
ver@oliverrs.co.uk for more information. 
 
St Bons Quiz Night: New date coming soon 
in the new year! 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

St Basil the Great and  
St Gregory Nazianzen 

 
 

St Basil and Gregory, together with Basil’s 
brother Gregory of Nyssa, are known as the 
Cappadocian Fathers who defended the di-

vinity of Christ against Arianism.  


