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19th January 2020 

I was away enjoying Italy over New Year, which I highly recommend. In Assisi, over dinner, my 
friends and I were sharing a ‘word’ which we felt spoke to us about the year ahead. The word 
that I really sense sets the tone for the parish over the year ahead is ‘consolidation’. From the 
moment I arrived at St Bon’s in September 2015 I was made aware of the urgent action that 
was required to rebuild our community, repair the fabric of the site and find an income stream 
to support these two needs. Since then we have worked tirelessly to address these two as-
pects of parish life. A number of people have devoted themselves to the spiritual renewal of 
the parish and others to the material repair of our properties and many of you have supported 
the financial growth of our community. The work that has happened and the work that is hap-
pening is fantastic, we should be very proud of what we have achieved and are achieving. 
 
That said, there is only so long that a small group of people can continue to work flat out. It is 
easy to get carried away by the ever present demands. But it is apposite to remember that our 
community and church did not get run down in a day or even a week, what we see is a decline 
that has evolved over many years and has complex social issues at its heart. Likewise growth 
and renewal take time to develop. Unfortunately it seems that the spirit of our age is one of 
impatience and we are no longer used to waiting for things to come to fruition. In our parish 
we have put in place many wonderful initiatives, two in particular bear reflecting upon. 
 
The Alpha course which we began last year can be a fantastic way of bringing renewal to peo-
ples spiritual lives. Spirituality is at the heart of any Parish renewal, often it is the last thing 
many communities think of, it is easier to prioritise buildings which give a quicker return for 
the work put in. But there is no point in having buildings if there are no people to use them or 
no faith to celebrate in them. Spiritual renewal has to be a priority for us and that means that 
my time and that of our community should be proportionally allocated. We have chosen the 
Alpha course, along with adoration, as a key building block for our community and spiritual 
growth moving forward. It will take time for it to bear its fruit. 
 
We are about to open the second phase of our Business Centre. Two years ago many of you 
very generously gave large amounts of money to support converting the old club into offices. 
That investment has been successful and borne fruit. That put us in a position to be able to se-
cure a further loan from the diocese to develop the rest of the ground floor of the old club. In 
March, we will open eight more offices, taking us to fifteen units. This is a fantastic financial 
foundation for the parish. But of course it will take time to bear fruit. 
 
It would be lovely to wave a magic wand of change our parish overnight but all growth takes 
time and patience and for us plenty of prayer too. We have achieved so much, I feel the Lord 
saying its time for us to let our good works begin to bear fruit for his kingdom!  Fr Tom 



OUR PARISH 
 
R.I.P. Please pray for the repose of the soul of Rose Marie McGinn who died recently and 
keep her family in your prayers. The funeral details will follow soon. 
 
Help Wanted: we are looking for volunteers to help provide food for our Alpha course. A 
meal is one of the three key components of each Alpha session, and we are looking for 
anyone who could prepare a simple meal which can be served on a Wednesday evening 
at 7.30pm. You do not have to commit to being available on the evening to help heat/
serve, and any prepared food can be left in the presbytery on the day, or earlier. You will 
also be reimbursed for the cost of the food. If you enjoy cooking and would like to help, 
please contact Angela Carruthers 07974778753 arb_carruthers@hotmail.com. 
 
Alpha, not too late: Our Alpha course started this week and it was great to see so many 
come along. There was a fantastic atmosphere, and a lovely sense of what experiences 
the course may bring. But its still not too late, to extend an invitation or indeed to sign up 
and come along yourself. Registration is available here: http://tiny.cc/AlphaStBons, or just 
simply come along. We also ask that you keep all of the guests and the Alpha team in 
your prayers over the coming weeks. Should you have any questions at all about Alpha, 
please contact Oliver Roylance-Smith 07879 023709 email oliver@oliverrs.co.uk. 
 
A Message from Reverend Deacon Francisco Malata: Reverend Deacon Francisco Malata 
was ordained a Deacon on the 18th May 2019 and will be ordained a Priest in the next 
year. He thanks everyone for their support towards his piriestly training. 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 
 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: January 18th—25th. Free Booklets available at the 
back of Church. 
 
livesimply thought for the week: The Bishops of England and Wales invite us to make 
Sunday, 19 January a day of prayer for peace and to reflect on the theme Pope Francis 
has chosen for the annual World Day of Peace with the title: “Peace as a journey of hope: 
dialogue, reconciliation and ecological conversion".  Pax Christi has prepared resources, 
see paxchristi.org.uk . 
 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter: For the past 50 years Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
has been offering marriage enrichment retreats all around the world. Focused on couples 
who want to enrich their relationship and gain a deeper understanding of the Sacrament 
of Marriage, the retreat offers a unique experience. It’s a chance to explore your relation-
ship at a deeper, more intimate level, regardless of how long you have been together. 
Thousands of couples in the UK have benefited from a Marriage Encounter weekend re-
treat, the next retreat is 6th - 8th March in Swindon, why not find out more 
at wwme.org.uk 
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WHAT’S ON? 
 

 

Art Club: The Art Club continues on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month 10
-11:30am.  All welcome to anyone who 
enjoys drawing or painting and to have a 
drink and a chat. 
 
Friday Soup Lunch: All are very welcome 
to come for a chat and to share a simple 
lunch. Fridays at 12.00pm in the St Bon’s 
Presbytery.  A donation is made to chari-
ty. 
 
St Bons Quiz Night: New date coming 
soon! 

YEAR OF COMMUNION 
 

The Diocese’s Department for Adult Educa-
tion share these reflections. 
 
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
What does it mean to witness? When it 
comes to being called as a witness for a 
court-case we are asked to remember 
events which we have seen and to which we 
can testify. It is an important role, for the ev-
idence we give can determine the outcome 
of an event. Any form of witnessing is about 
seeing and hearing an event or situation 
that has occurred and having the capacity to 
speak about it. As Christians we are called to 
witness to the world our knowledge and un-
derstanding of Jesus. Why do we follow 
him? What is his message for others? For 
over two thousand years people have testi-
fied and shared their experience of knowing 
Jesus through the Gospel and living his mes-
sage of hope, of love and of compassion. 
The need to share the message continues – 
we are the ones being called in 2020 to wit-
ness. So, we might ask ourselves: Where 
does that message need to be heard today? 
Who are the suffering people in our commu-
nity? Who needs hope? Who needs our 
love? Perhaps this week we can identify one 
area of need and respond as generously as 
we can. 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 
 

 
 

PICTURE OF THE WEEK 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 A stunning shot of 
our window of St 
Bonaventure, pro-

fessionally taken by 
@loandbehold_uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 
 

Ordinary Time Week 2 (Year A) 
 
 

Sunday 19th January 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(Sat Vigil 6.00pm Fr Tom Int) 
9.30am Mass Pro Pop 

6.00pm Mass Judy Tooze 
  

Monday 20th January 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

9:00am Morning Prayer 
9:15am Mass Isabella King R.I.P. 

 
Tuesday 21st January 
Memorial of St Agnes 

9:00am Morning Prayer 
9:15am Mass Stella Kinmond 

 
Wednesday 22nd January 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

9:00am Morning Prayer 
9:15am Mass Paddy Galvin R.I.P. 

 
Thursday 23rd January 

Weekday in Ordinary Time 
No Mass 

 
Friday 24th January 

Memorial of St Francis de Sales 
7.00pm Mass Peggy Sexton R.I.P. 

 
Saturday 25th January 

Feast of the Conversion of St Paul 
5.00pm Confessions 

6.00pm Mass Victor & Joan Tucker R.I.P. 
 
 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

St. Agnes  
 

St Agnes of Rome was born in 291 AD. 
Aged around 13, Agnes was beheaded for 

refusing to deny God and marry. The name 
‘Agnes’ means lamb-life and therefore her 
principal emblem since the 6th century has 
been a lamb. On her feast in Rome, lambs 

are blessed which produce wool from 
which pallia for metropolitan archbishops 
are woven by the nuns of St. Agnes con-

vent. 
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 
 

Ray Gunning. Anne James. Bob James. Ve-
ronica. Anna McGinn. Nachtter Kaur. Kath-
leen Ward. Pat Kissane. Desmond Anglin. 

Reena James. Mike Crowley.  
 

If you would like to be named in the News-
letter, please contact the Parish Office to 
give your consent so it can be recorded.  


